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The  experience  of  more  than  a  century  has 
fully  evinced  the  great  utility  of  literary  focieties,  in 
promoting  the  improvement  of  fcience  ;  the  eftab- 
lifhment  of  them  has  therefore  been  adopted  with 
fuccefs,  wherever  fuch  improvement  has  been  con- 
fidered  as  an  important  objeft.  The  progrefs  of 
numbers  when  conne&ed  in  fociety,  and  earneftly 
engaged  in  the  fame  purfuit,  muft  be  far  more  rapid 
and  more  fure,  than  among  an  equal  number  of  de¬ 
tached  individuals ;  as  the  ardor  and  emulation 
which  the  ftate  of  fociety  excites,  and  the  mutual 
communication  and  corre6tion  of  ideas  for  which  it 
gives  opportunity  among  the  former,  are  entirely 
wanting  with  the  latter* 

it  is  therefore  to  be  hoped  that  the  Majfachufetts 
Medical  Society  may  produce  happy  effe£ts,  in  pro¬ 
moting  among  ourfelves,  the  improvement  of  med¬ 
icine,  a  fcience  of  the  greatefl  importance  to  the 
public,  but  which  unhappily,  in  this  country,  has 
hitherto  been  too  little  cultivated. 

having  this  improvement  in  view,  the  Society 
early  called  upon  its  members  and  others,  to  com¬ 
municate  fuch  medical  obfervations  of  every  kind, 
as  might  occur  in  the  courfe  of  their  lludies  or  prac¬ 
tice  ;  and  ftill  requefts  not  only  members,  but  gen- 
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tlemenof  the  facility  and  of  observation  every  whefe^ 
to  contribute  their  friendly  alfiltance  in  advancing 
that  art,  which  is  the  grand  obje6f  of  this  inftitu- 
tion. 

with  a  view  to  encourage  the  communication  of 
all  extraordinary  and  important  cafes  that  might 
occur  in  the  pra&ice  of  the  medical  profeffion,  Com¬ 
mittees  of  Correfpondence  were  eftablifhed  in  the 
feveral  counties  of  the  State,  in  17  85,  whofe  duty  it 
is  “  to  meet,  correfpond  and  communicate  with 
fS  any  individuals,  or  any  alfociations  of  phyficians, 
“  that  have  been  or  may  be  formed  in  their  refpeft- 
“  ive  counties,  and  make  report  of  their  doings  from 
<(  time  to  time,  to  the  Society ,  as  occalion  may  re- 
u  quire.”  Several  alfociations  have  already  been 
formed,  from  which  it  is  prefumed  elfential  advan¬ 
tages  will  be  derived.  * 

the  CenforSy  in  conformity  to  the  duty  required 
of  them  by  the  a£t  of  incorporation  and  the  laws  of 
the  Society,  have  examined  a  confiderable  number 
of  candidates  for  the  pra£lice  of  phyfic  and  furgery, 
many  of  whom  were  found  duly  qualified,  and  have 
received  the  approbation  of  the  Cenfors,  in  letters 
i  teliimonial  thereof,  and  under  the  feal  of  the  So¬ 
ciety. 

in  1787,  feveral  of  the  fellows  prefeiited  a  num¬ 
ber  of  valuable  books  ;  fince  that  time,  partly  by 
further  donations,  and  partly  by  purchafes,  a  libra- 
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ry  lias  been  inflituted,  confifting  of  ufeful  and  im¬ 
portant  books  in  the  various  branches  of  the  pror 
feffion  ;  they  are  now  ready  to  be  loaned  to  the 
members  of  the  Society,  under  certain  regulations  : 
This  eftablifhment,  it  is  not  doubted,  will  greatly 
ferve  to  difTufe  medical  knowledge  through  the 
Commonwealth. 

-s  •  I 

facts  and  practical  obfervations,  made  with  ac¬ 
curacy  and  fidelity,  are  the  ground  work  upon  which 
all  theory  and  practice  can  fafely  and  fecurely  be 
founded  :  Therefore,  all  accounts  of  the  appear¬ 
ances  of  new  or  unufual  difeafes,  or  new  and  unr 
ufual  appearances  and  variations  attending  luch  as 
nre  already  known  ;  of  difeafes  peculiar  to  particu¬ 
lar  fituations  ;  of  epidemics,  as  they  appear  from 
year  to  year  ;  of  new  methods  of  treatment,  wheth¬ 
er  fuccefsful  or  unfuccefsful ;  of  new  medicines,  es¬ 
pecially  of  any  fimples,  whether  vegetable,  animal 
or  mineral,  of  our  own  growth  ;  all  improvements 
or  difeoveries  in  pharmacy,  medical  chymiftry,  or 
botany  j  morbid  appearances,  found  in  differing 
dead  bodies,  efpecially  when  accompanied,  as  they 
always  ought  to  be,  with  as  exafil  a  defeription  of 
the  Symptoms  and  appearances  of  the  previous  dif- 
eafe  as  can  be  obtained  :  In  fhort,  all  new  and  jull 
obfervations,  conne6led  with  medicine  or  furgery, 
candidly,  clearly  and  plainly  related,  will  be  grate¬ 
fully  received. 


AS 
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as  the  fociety  is  new,  and  our  country  but  of 
modern  date,  it  cannot  be  expe&ed,  that  communi¬ 
cations  fhould  be  fo  numerous,  as  if  it  were  more 
advanced,  and  had  a  larger  and  more  extenfive  cor- 
refpondence. 

i 

v 

from  fuch  communications  as  have  been  receiv¬ 
ed,  the  Society  has  fele6ted  feveral  articles,  which 
are  now  prefented  to  the  public  ;  moil  of  them  are 
fuch  as  have  an  immediate  connexion  with  pra£tice, 
and  have  a  dire 61  tendency  to  improve  it ;  and  from 
all  of  them  it  is  prefumed  the  pra6litioner  may  de-* 
rive  fome  ufeful  information, 

several  of  the  papers  in  this  number  propofe 
new  methods  of  cure,  in  particular  cafes,  or  recom¬ 
mend  fome  new  medicine  to  the  attention  of  phy- 
licians :  The  Society  does  not  undertake  to  recom¬ 
mend  any  method  of  cure  pointed  out  in  any  of 
them,  or  to  warrant  any  of  the  fa6ts  they  contain  ; 
they  are  laid  before  the  pra6tilioner,  upon  the  rep¬ 
utation  of  the  writer,  and  left  to  the  fate  they  may 
merit. 

those  gentlemen  who  have  favored  the  Society 
with  their  communications,  will  be  pleafed  to  accept 
the  thanks  due  to  their  exertions  for  the  promotion 
of  the  healing  art ;  and  may  be  affured  that  their 
future  correfpondence  will  be  duly  noticed. 


as 
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as  it  is  propofed  to  continue  the  publication  at 
jao  very  diftant  periods,  feveral  papers  now  on  hand 
may  foon  be  expe&ed  in  a  future  number. 

the  Society’s  principal  aim,  in  this  publication, 
is  to  make  it  as  ufeful  as  poflible. 

many  pra&itioners,  may,  from  their  local  fitua- 
tion  or  other  caufes,  be  precluded  the  advantages  of 
an  early  accefs  to  European  publications,  in  the 
feveral  branches  of  their  profeflion  :  It  has  there¬ 
fore  been  thought  expedient  to  fubjoin,  as  an  Ap¬ 
pendix,  a  number  of  extra&s  from  fuch  books  as 
have  made  their  appearance  here  j  which,  as  they 
may  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  communicating  a  variety 
of  ufeful  improvements  and  interefting  obfervations 
in  the  healing  art,  it  is  hoped  will  not  be  wholly 
unacceptable  to  thofe  wfro  may  h?.ve  already  pe« 
frufed  them. 
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ACT  of  INCORPORATION. 
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Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

t  '  I  f  •  N  V  M  •.  .  , 

In  the  Year  of  our  Lord,  1781. 

An  ACT  to  incorporate  certain  P11  ysici  an  s,  by 

the  Name  of  The  Massachusetts  Medical 

/ 

Society. 

j4s  health  Is  effentially  neceffary  to  the  happinefs  of  fociety  ;  and 

as  its  prefervation  or  recovery  is  clofely  connected  with  the  knowledge  of 

'-■^0 

the  animal  economy ,  and  of  the  properties  and  e f  eels  of  medicines  ;  and  as 
the  benefit  of  jncdicul  infiitutions ,  formed  on  liberal  principles ,  and  encour¬ 
aged  by  the  patronage  of  the  law,  is  univ  erf  ally  acknowledged  : 

Be  it  therefore  enabled  by  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  R ep refentatives  in 
General  Court  ajfembled ,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame ,  That  Nathaniel 
Walker  Appleton ,  William  Bay  lies,  Benjamin  Curtis ,  Samuel  Dan  forth, 
Aaron  Dexter ,  Shirley  Erving ,  John  Frink ,  Jofeph  Gardner ,  Samuel  Hol- 
ten ,  Edward  Augufius  Holyoke ,  Ebenezer  Hunt ,  Charles  Jarvis ,  Thomas 
Kafi ,  Giles  Crouch  Kellogg ,  James  Lloyd ,  Jofeph  Ome ,  James 

Pecker ,  Oliver  Prefcott,  Charles  Pynchon ,  Ifaac  Rand ,  7/h<zc  Rand,  jun. 
Micaijah  Sawyer,  John  Sprague ,  Charles  Stockbrldge,  John  Barnard 
Swett,  Cotton  Tufts,  John  Warren,  Thomas  Welfh ,  Jofeph  JVhipple,  Will¬ 
iam  Whiting,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  formed  into,  conftituted  and 
made  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  by  the  name  of  The  Majfachufetts 
Medical  Society  ;  and  that  they  and  their  fucceflors,  and  fuch  other 
perfons  as  fliall  be  elected  in  the  manner  hereafter  mentioned,  fhaU 
be  and  continue  a  body  politic  and  corporate  by  the  fame  name  for¬ 
ever. 

And  be  it  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid ,  That  the  fellows  of  faid 
fociety  may  from  time  to  time  elect  a  prefidenf,  vice  prefident  and 
fecretary,  with  other  officers  as  they  fliall  judge  neceffary  and  conve¬ 
nient  ;  and  they  the  fellows  of  faid  fociety,  fliall  have  full  power  and 
authority,  rrom  time  to  time,  to  determine  and  eftablifh  the  names, 
number  and  duty  of  their  feveral  officers,  and  the  tenure  or  effatc 
they  fliall  refpeertively  have  in  their  offices ;  and  alfo  to  authorize  and 

empower 
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pmpower  their  prefident  or  fome  other  officer  to  adminifier  fuch 
oaths  to  fuch  officers,  as  they,  the  fellows  of  laid  fociety,  fhall  appoint 
and  determine  for  the  well  ordering  and  good  government  of  faid  fo¬ 
ciety,  provided  the  fame  be  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  this  com¬ 
monwealth. 

And  be  it  enaBed  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That  the  fellows  of  faid 
fociety  fliall  have  one  common  feal,  and  power  to  break,  change  and 
renew  the  fame  at  their  pleafure. 

And  be  it  enaBed  by  the  authority  aforefaid ,  That  they,  the  fellows  of 
faid  fociety,  may  fue  and  be  fued  in  all  actions,  real,  perfonal  or  mix¬ 
ed,  and  profecute  and  defend  the  fame  unto  final  judgment  and  exe¬ 
cution,  by  the  name  of  The  Majfachufetts  Medical  Society. 

And  be  it  enaBed  by  the  authority  aforefaid ,  That  the  fellows  of  faid 
fociety  may  from  time  to  time  elect  fuch  perfons  to  be  fellows  there¬ 
of,  as  they  fhall  judge  proper  ;  and  that  they,  the  fellows  of  faid  fo¬ 
ciety,  fliall  have  power  to  fufpend,  expel  or  disfranchife  any  fellows 
of  faid  fociety. 

And  belt  enaBed  by  the  authority  aforefaid ,  That  the  fellows  of  fin'd 
fociety  fliall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  make  and  enadt  fuch 
rules  and  bye  laws  for  the  better  government  of  faid  fociety,  as  are 
not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth  ;  and  to  annex  rea- 
fonable  fines  and  penalties  to  the  breach  of  them,  not  exceeding  the 
fum  of  tnxocnty  pounds,  to  be  fued  for  and  recovered  by  faid  fociety, 
and  to  their  own  life,  in  any  court  of  record  within  this  common¬ 
wealth  proper  to  try  the  fame  ;  and  alfo  to  eftablifli  the  time  and 
manner  of  convening  the  fellows  of  faid  fociety  ;  and  alfo  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  number  of  fellows  that  fliall  be  prelent  to  conftitutea  meet¬ 
ing  of  faid  fociety  ;  and  alfo,  that  the  number  of  faid  fociety,  who  are 
inhabitants  of  this  commonw  ealth,  fliall  not  at  any  one  time  be  more 
than  feventy,  nor  lefs  than  ten  ;  and  that  their  meetings  fliall  be  held 
in  the  towm  of  Bcfon ,  or  fuch  other  place  within  this  commonwealth, 
as  a  majority  of  the  members  prefent  in  a  legal  meeting,  fliall  judge 
reoft  fit  and  convenient. 

And  ‘zvkcreas  it  is  clearly  of  importance,  that  a  juft  diferimination  Jhould 
be  made  between  fuch  as  are  duly  educated  and  properly  qualified  for  the 
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Juries  of  their  profeffion,  andthofe  who  may  ignorantly  and  ‘wickedly  admin- 
ifter  Medicine ,  whereby  the  health  and  lives  of  many  valuable  individuals, 
may  be  endangered,  or  perhaps  loft  to  the  community  : 

Be  it  therefore  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That  the  prefident 
and  fellows  of  faid  fociety,  or  other  fuch  of  their  officers  or  fellows 
as  they  fhall  appoint,  fhall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  examine 
all  candidates  for  the  practice  of  phyfic  and  furgery,  (who  fhall  offer 
themfelves  for  examination,  refpe£ting  their  (kill  in  their  profeffion) 
and  if  upon  fuch  examination,  the  faid  candidates  fhall  be  found  fkill- 
ed  in  their  profeffion,  and  fitted  for  the  practice  of  it,  they  fhall  re¬ 
ceive  the  approbation  of  the  fociety  in  letters  teftimonial  of  fuch  ex- 
amination,  under  the  feal  of  the  faid  fociety,  figned  by  the  prefident, 
or  fuch  other  perfon  or  perfonsas  fhall  be  appointed  for  that  purpofe. 


And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid ,  That  if  the  fai4 
prefident,  and  fuch  other  perfon  or  perfons,  fo  elected  and  appointed 
for  the  purpofe  of  examining  candidates  as  aforefaid,  fhall  obffinately 
refufe  to  examine  any  candidate  fo  offering  himfelf  for  examination 
as  aforefaid,  each  and  every  fuch  perfon  fo  ele£ted  and  appointed  as 
aforefaid,  fhall  be  fubjedl  to  a  fine  of  one  hundred  pounds ,  to  be  recov¬ 
ered  by  the  faid  candidate,  and  to  his  own  ufe,  in  any  court  within 
this  commonwealth  proper  to  try  the  fame. 


And  be  it  further  enacled  by  the  authority  aforefaid ,  That  the  fellows 
of  faid  fociety  may,  and  fhall  forever  be  deemed  capable  in  law’,  of 
having,  holding  and  taking  in  fee  fimple  or  any  lefs  effate  by  gift, 
grant  or  devife  or  otherwife,  any  land,  tenement  or  other  effate,  real 
or  perfonal ;  provided  that  the  annual  income  of  the  whole  real  effate 
that  may  be  given,  granted  or  devifed  to,  or  purchafed  by  the  faid 
fociety,  fhall  not  exceed  the  fum  of  two  hundred  pounds,  and  the  an¬ 
nual  income  or  intereff  of  faid  perfonal  effate,  fhall  not  exceed  the 
fum  of  fix  hundred  pounds  ;  all  the  fums  mentioned  in  this  aft  to  be 
valued  in  fdver  at  fix  ftrilUngs  and  eight  pence  per  ounce  :  And  the 
annual  income  or  intereff  of  the  laid  real  and  perfonal  effate,  togeth¬ 
er  w'ith  the  fines  and  penalties  paid  to  faid  fociety,  or  recovered  by 
them,  fhall  be  appropriated  to  fuch  purpofes  as  are  confident  with 
the  end  and  defign  of  the  inftitution  of  faid  fociety,  and  as  the  fellows 
thereof  fhall  determine. 


And 
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And  be  it  further  enatted ,  That  the  firft  meeting  of  the  faid  Medi¬ 
cal  Society  fhall  be  held  in  fome  convenient  place  in  the  town  of 
Bojlon  ;  and  that  Edward  Augujlus  Holyoke ,  Efq;  be,  and  he  hereby  is 
authorifed  and  dire£ted  to  fix  the  time  for  holding  the  faid  meeting, 
and  to  notify  the  fame  to  the  fellows  of  faid  Medical  Society. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Representatives,  Oflober  30,  1781. 

This  bill  having  had  three  feveral  readings,  paffed  to  be  enabled. 

NATHANIEL  G O R H A M,  Speaker. 


/ 

In  Senate,  November  1,  1781. 

This  bill  having  had  two  feveral  readings,  paffed  to  be  enafled. 

SAMUEL  ADAMS,  Prefident. 


Approved,  JOHN  HANCOCK. 


A  true  copy. 

Atteft,  JOHN  AVERY,  jun.  Secretary. 
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A  LIST  of  the  FELLOWS  of  the  MASSA¬ 
CHUSETTS  MEDICAL  SOCIETY, 

and  their  Places  of  Refidence . 
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OAMUEL  Adams,  Bojlon. 
Nathaniel  Ames,  Dedham. 
Nathaniel  W.  Appleton,  Bojlon. 
Ifrael  Atherton,  Lancafier. 
Jofhua  Barker,  Hingham. 

Jofiah  Bartlett,  Charlejlovon. 
William  Baylies,  Dighton. 
Chauncy  Brewer,  Springfield. 
James  Brickett,  Haverhill. 

John  Brooks,  Medford. 

David  Cobb,  Taunton. 

Nathaniel  Coffin,  Portland. 

*  John  Cuming,  Concord. 

*  Benjamin  Curtis,  Bojlon. 
Samuel  Danforth,  Bojlon. 

Aaron  Dexter,  Bojlon. 

Shirley  Erving,  Portland. 
William  Euftis,  Bojlon. 

Jofhua  Fi (her,  Beverly. 

John  Flagg,  Lynn. 

John  Frink,  Rutland. 

*  Jofeph  Gardner,  Bojlon. 
Lemuel  Hayward,  Bojlon. 

*  Abner  Her  fey,  Hingham. 
Samuel  Hoiten,  Danvers. 

Gad  Hitchcock,  jun.  Pembroke. 
Edward  A.  Holyoke,  Salem. 
Ebenezer  Hunt,  Northampton.  ' 
Jofeph  Hunt,  Concord. 

Charles  Jarvis,  Bojlon. 

Thomas  Kafi,  Bojlon. 

*  William  Kneeland,  Cambridge. 
James  Lloyd,  Bojlon. 

Thaddeus  Maccarty,  JVorcefler. 

B.  Thofc  with  this  mark  (*) 


Samuel  Mather,  IVefifield. 

*  Jofeph  Orne,  Salem. 

Jofeph  Ofgood,  Andover. 

Oliver  Partridge,  Stockbridge. 
James  Pecker,  Bojlon. 

Oliver  Prefcott,  Groton. 

*  Charles  Pynchon,  Springfield. 
Ifaac  Rand,  Cambridge. 

Ifaac  Rand,  jun.  Bojlon. 

Thomas  Rice,  Povunalborough. 
Nathaniel  Saltonftall,  Haverhill. 
Samuel  Savage,  Barnjlable. 
Eraftus  Sargent,  Stockbridge.  ■ 
Micaijah  Sawyer,  Neve  bury  Port. 

*  John  Sprague,  Ncvubury  Port. 
John  Sprague,  Dedham. 

Marfhall  Spring,  Watertoven. 
Charles  Stockbridge,  Scituatr . 
John  B.  Svvett,  Nevebury  Port. 
John  Swett,  York. 

David  Townfend,  Bojlon. 

*  Simon  Tufts,  Medford. 

Cotton  Tufts,  JVeymouth. 

John  Vanhorne,  Wejl  Springfield. 
John  Warren,  Bojlon. 

Benjamin  W  aterhoufe,  Cambridge. 
Henry  Wells,  Montague. 

Thomas  Welfii,  Bojlon. 

Jofeph  Whipple,  Bojlon. 

Thomas  Williams,  Roxbury. 
William  Whiting,  G.  Barrington. 
Samuel  Willard,  Uxbridge. 

*  Edward  WTyer,  Cambridge. 

HONORARY 

are  deceafcd. 
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HONORARY  MEMBERS  of  ihe  MASSA¬ 
CHUSETTS  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

OSHUA  Brackett,  Efq.  Phyfician, 

Ammi  Ruhamah  Cutter,  Efq.  Phyfician, 

Kali  Jackfon,  Efq.  Phyfician, 

M.  John  Feron,  A.  A.  S. 

Rev.  Manafleh  Cutler.  A.  A.  S. 

*  John  Morgan,  M.  D. 

Benjamin  Rulh,  M.  D.  Profeflor  of  Chymifiry  at 
the  Univerfity  of  Pennfylvania, 
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ARTICLE  I. 

An  Account  of  the  Weather  and  of  the  Epidem¬ 
ics,  at  Salem,  in  the  County  of  Effex ,  for  the 
Year  1786.  To  which  is  added,  a  Bill  of  Mor¬ 
tality,  for  the  fame  Year .  Communicated  by 

EDWARD  AUGUSTUS  HOLYOKE,  M.  D. 
A.  A .  S.  and  Fellow  of  the  Maffachufctts  Medical 

Sale  m,  june,  1787. 

To  the  MASSACHUSETTS  MEDICAL  SO¬ 
CIETY. 

GENTLEMEN, 

R  Y  foon  after  its  infiitution,  the  Maffa - 
chufetts  Medical  Society  called  upon  its  members,  to 
communicate  their  obfervations  on  the  difeafes,  ef- 
pecially  the  epidemics,  which  fell  under  their  no¬ 
tice. 


B 


IN 
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in  compliance  with  this  call,  I  have  continued 
my  obfervations,*  and  now  forward  to  you  fuch,  as 
another  year  has  furnifhed  me  with  ;  together  with 
a  pretty  full  account  of  the  weather,  and  the  varia¬ 
tions  of  the  feafons,  the  thermometer  and  barome~ 
ter,  &c.  for  each  month. 

this  account  takes  up  perhaps  a  larger  proportion 
of  this  paper  than  many  may  think  ufeful  :  Yet  as 
it  is  not  to  be  expe&ed  that  every  phyfician  who 
has  it  in  his  power  to  give  you  an  account  of  dif- 
eafes,  fhould  be  at  the  trouble  of  making  meteoro¬ 
logical  obfervations  ;  and  as  thofe  made  in  one  fpot, 
may  probably  anfwer  for  a  confiderable  tra6t  of 
country  round,  I  thought  it  be  ft  to  be  fo  particular  : 
For  if  difeafes,  efpecially  epidemics,  depend  in  a 
great  meafure  upon  the  fiate  of  the  atmofphere,  as 
it  is  commonly  fuppofed  they  do  ;  and  if  others  of 
the  faculty  in  the  vicinity  fhould,  agreeably  to  the 
defire  of  the  fociety,  communicate  obfervations 
made  at  the  fame  time  with  thefe,  I  think  a  partic¬ 
ular  account  of  the  weather  mufl  be  ufeful,  as  being 
applicable  to  all  fuch  communications. 

and  it  were  much  to  be  wifhed  that  practitioners 
would  more  generally  than  they  do,  commit  to 
paper  their  thoughts  and  remarks  upon  difeafes 
as  they  arife,  and  communicate  them  to  the  So¬ 
ciety  ; 

#  Do£tor  Holyoke  has  communicated  fimilar  obfervations  for  the 
years  1782,  1783,  1784,  178 5,  1787,  and  1788.., 
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dety  ;  which,  though  doubtlefs  it  would  be  at¬ 
tended  with  Tome  labor,  yet  this  labor  would  be 
amply  rewarded  by  the  benefit  which  would  accrue 
to  themfelVCs,  their  patients,  arid  the  art  they  profefs. 
The  obfervations  of  many,  made  at  the  fame  time, 
and  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  and  continued 
For  a  courfe  of  years,  muff,  when  cohered  and  com¬ 
pared  together,  throw  a  great  deal  of  light  upon 
many  points,  which  are  now  involved  in  much  ob- 
fcurity,  and  would  doubtlefs  be  the  readieff  and  moll 
effectual  method  of  furnilhing  materials  for  a  hif- 
tory  of  thofe  difeafes  which  are  either  epidemical  or 
endemical  in  our  country.  Indeed  the  joint  efforts 
Of  many  engaged  in  the  fame  defign,  may  accom- 
plilh,  in  a  few  years,  what  would  be  impracticable  to 
a  few  individuals,  though  employed  for  ages. 

1  have  only  now  to  add,  that  in  enumerating  the 
dileafes  which  occurred  in  each  month,  I  have  re¬ 
cited  them  in  the  order  of  their  frequency ;  and  that 
all  fuch  are  left  out  of  this  account,  as  happened 
lets  than  three  times  in  the  month,  unlefs  here  and 
there  a  fingle  inftance  of  a  difeafe  is  noted,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  its  fingularity.  So  that  this  is  not  to  be 
looked  upon  as  an  enumeration  of  all  the  difeafes 
which  appeared  among  us  in  the  courfe  of  the  year, 
(perhaps  not  above  the  half  or  two  thirds  of  them) 
but  only  an  account  of  thofe  which  did  moll  com¬ 
monly  occur, 

B  2 


M,  D  C  C,  LXXX  V I . 
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JANUARY . 

ON  the  2d  day,  a  fmall  earthquake  in  this  vi- 
cinity ;  and  on  the  3d,  a  dorm  at  N.  with  much 
fnow,  and  another  on  the  30th,  at  S.  with  much 
rain;  fnow  alfo  on  the  5th  and  15th,  and  a  little 
on  three  or  four  days  befide.  Prevailing  winds  be¬ 
tween  the  N.  W.  and  S.  W.  not  one  third  of  the 
month  in  a  more  ealferly  dire£lion  ;  eight  or  nine 
days  of  clear,  dry  and  dephlogifticated  air  ;  three 
foggy  days;  not  very  cold  in  general,  but  the  17th, 
18th,  and  19th,  intenfely  cold;  the  g  in  my  ther¬ 
mometer  (Fahrenheit’s)  funk  to  — 1  i°,and  in  another 
thermometer  in  town  to  - — 20°,  and  was  never,  at  any 
time  during  thefe  three  days,  higher  (abroad  in  the 
lhade)  than  io°.  The  greatell  change  in  the  ther¬ 
mometer,  in  any  one  day,  was  on  the  31ft,  from  44° 
in  the  morning,  to  160  at  loh.  P.  M.  =28°  abroad. 


Abroad.  In  houfe. 

Thermometer  higheft  on  29th,  46°  44° 

lowed  on  18th,  5^5  12? 


►at  noon. 


mean  heat  of  the  month  abroad,  24?  8. 

the  5  in  the  barometer  but  moderately  variable 
until  the  18th,  after  which  more  undeady  ;  The 
greated  change  in  24  hours  from  30th  to  3 id, 
o  inches,  65  decimals,  lower. 

barometer  highed  on  20th,  3oin.  godec.— low¬ 
ed  on  23d,  2 Bin. 


the 
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TiiE  molt  common  diforders  this  month,  which 
was  a  healthy  one,  were  bad  coughs,  fevers,  chiefly 
ephemeras,  and  thofe  of  a  mild  moderate  kind  ;  ab- 
feeffes,  fcrophulae  fugaces,  odontalgiae,  dyfpephae, 
rheumatifms,  dolores  fecundarias  ;  befides  a  few 
inftances  of  cynanchae  malignae,  colic,  fuppreffed 
menfes,  hyfleria,  diarrhsa,  and  cutaneous  erup¬ 
tions. 


FEBRUARY . 


SNOW  florms  on  the  5th,  6th,  and  14th,  at  N. 
E.  and  on  the  20th  at  S.  E.  in  which  very  large 
quantities  of  fnow  fell,  and  another  on  the  24th  at 
N.  E.  Two  appearances  of  aurora  borealis.  Winds 
about  two  thirds  of  the  month  between  N.  W.  and 
S.  W.  none  remarkably  high.  About  feven  or 
eight  days  clear,  fair,  dry,  dephlogiflicated  air  ;  a 
good  proportion  of  agreeable  weather  ;  no  rain,  ex¬ 
cept  a  little  on  the  5th.  No  very  cold  weather 
through  the  month.  The  greateft  variation  of  the 
thermometer  was  on  the  15th,  viz.  15°  warmer  a- 
broad  in  nine  hours, 


Abroad. 

"fhermom,  higheft  on  10th,  47? 

lowefl  on  iff,  22?  12th  27?^ 


In  honfe 

45" 


'at  noon. 


mean  heat  of  the  month,  (at  three  obfervations) 
28^  6,  abroad. 


n  o  remarkable  variations  in  the  barometer  ;  the 
greatefl  on  the  20th,  from  29m.  95dec.  to  29m. 
47dec, 


BAROMETER 


22  MEDICAL  COMMUNICATIONS. 


barometer  higheft on  2d,  3oin.  lodec, — lowefl 
on  20th,  29in.  4ydec. 

this  month  was  very  healthy  ;  we  had  fome  mild 
febrile  diforders,  cynanchae  malignae,  colics,  and 
coughs  ;  after  pains  in  puerperal  women  ;  feveral 
he&ica!  cafes  ;  fcrophulae  fugaces  ;  pleurifies  ;  a 
few  afthmatic,  and  worm  cafes  ;  and,  which  was  re¬ 
markable,  two  inflances  of  fatal  ileus. 

MARCH . 

A  SNOW  florm  on  2d,  at  N.  E.  another  which 
began  on  the  4th,  at  S.  E.  and  ended  on  5th,  at  N, 
E.  very  violent ;  befides  which,  very  little  fnow. 
Rain  fell  on  the  2d,  16th,  27th,  2C)tfq  and  31ft, 
Foggy  on  four  days ;  fix  auroras  boreales,  and  an 
uncommonly  beautiful  one  on  the  2 2d.  Winds 
from  the  weftern  board  rather-  more  than  half  the 
month  ;  five  or  fix  days  they  were  peculiarly  pene¬ 
trating,  fharp,  and  raw  ;  fuch  as  prevail  in  no  other 
leafon  of  the  year ;  frequently  very  high,  as  ufual 
in  this  month.  Weather  variable  ;  fometimes  cold, 
raw,  and  windy  ;  at  other  times,  exceedingly  pleas¬ 
ant  :  No  very  cold  weather  during  the  month  ;  but 
the  25th  and  26th  remarkably  warm,  and  the  air 
fmoky  and  hazy.  The  greatefl  change  in  the  ther¬ 
mometer  on  the  26th,  from  3I1.  to  loh.  P.  M.  28* 

voider. 

*  « 


Xhermom, 
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Abroad. 

Thermom.  highefl:  on  26th,  78? 

lowed  on  11th,  31? 


In  houfe. 

64?l 
33°  J 


at  noon. 


mean  heat  of  the  month  (at  three  obfervations) 
39°  7,  abroad. 


the  changes  in  the  barometer  were  not  remarka¬ 
ble  ;  the  greateft  on  16th,  from  29m.  9odec.  to  29m. 
45dec.  from  morning  to  night. 


barometer  highefl: on  14th, 30m.  I5dec, — low- 

.■w  « 

eft  on  3d,  29m.  05dec. 

dyspepsia,  coughs,  odontalgias,  and  worms  very 
frequent ;  next  in  frequency  were  febrile  diforders, 
chiefly  pleuritic,  pleurodynae,  colics,  and  rheumatic 
complaints  ;  then  fcrophulae,  mild  cynanchae  malig- 
pas,  cephalalgias,  diarrhasas,  convulfions  and  gal- 
trodynae  ;  feveral  haemoptofes,  hyfterias  and  cuta¬ 
neous  eruptions.  About  the  middle  of  this  month, 
the  chin  cough  made  its  appearance  ;  one  inftance 
of  ny&aiopia,  in  a  lad  of  16.  The  month  rather 
fickly. 

APRIL. 

ON  the  lft  and  2d  a  moft  violent  ftorm  at  N.  E. 
in  which  twelve  or  fourteen  inches  of  fnow  fell ;  an¬ 
other  of  rain  on  the  18th  and  19th,  from  the  fame 
quarter ;  befide  which,  rain  on  fix  other  days.  Au¬ 
rora  borealis  on  live  evenings.;  fog  on  two  days; 
very  few  tolerably  pleafant  days  :  From  the  17th 

to 
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to  26th  a  tedious  feries  of  cold,  damp,  raw,  rainy 
weather ;  prevailing  winds  from  the  eaftward ;  a 
fhower,  with  thunder  and  lightning,  on  the  24th  : 
Temperature  of  the  air  in  general  equable  and  very 
difagreeable.  The  temperature  of  April  is  common¬ 
ly  more  equable  than  any  other  month  of  the  year, 
as  I  have  frequently  obferved.  The  greateft  va¬ 
riation  of  the  thermometer  on  the  10th,  230  in  feven 
hours  abroad,  from  cold  to  warm. 


Abroad. 

Thermom,  highefl  on  28th,  63? 

lowed:  2d,  30? 


In  houfe. 


at  noon. 


mean  heat  of  the  month  (at  three  obfervations) 
47?  2,  abroad. 

the  ^  in  the  barometer  remarkably  ftation ary ; 
the  greateft  variation  in  one  day,  from  the  2d  to 
3d,  oin.  78dec. 

barometer  higheft  on  3d,  30m.  c>3dec. — loweft 
on  25th,  29m.  lodec. 

pertussis  was  now  epidemical  amongft  child¬ 
ren  ;  nor  did  adults  efcape,  for  feveral  fuffered  fe- 
verely  by  it  ;  fome  fevers  of  no  great  confequence 
among  children ;  bad  coughs,  brought  on  by  the 
long  continuance  of  damp,  raw  weather  ;  a  number 
of  which  terminated  in  phthifis,  and  feveral  others 
efcaped  with  difficulty  ;  many  dyfpepftae,  cephalal¬ 
gias,  and  oppreffions  at  the  breaft  ;  a  few  colics,  ab- 
fcefles,  and  rheumatic  cafes. 


M  A  Y . 
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MAY. 

ON  the  6th  and  7th  a  florm  at  N.  E.  with  much 
rain,  and  fhowers  on  four  days  behde  ;  two  days 
foggy ;  two  aurorae  boreales ;  very  few  pleafant  days, 
but  much  raw,  cold,  cloudy,  difagreeable  eaherly 
weather ;  almoh  conhantly  ealterly  winds;  fpring 
rather  backward  ;  greateh  variation  of  heat  on  26th, 
170  colder  from  noon  to  night. 


Abroad.  In  houfe. 

Thermom.  high  eh  on  27th,  71?  31b  63? 


loweh  6th,  48? 


52? 


>at  noon. 


mean  heat  of  the  month  abroad  (by  three  ob- 

9 

fervations)  57?  2. 

small  variations  in  the  barometer;  the  greateft 
in  24  hours,  from  6th  to  7th,  oin.  4odec. 

barometer  higheh  on  30th,  29m,  99dec.— low- 
eh  7th,  29m,  godec; 

the  chin  cough,  which  firh  appeared  in  March, 
was  now  highly  epidemical ;  feveral  of  the  younger 
patients  were  feized  with  convulfions,  and  a  few 
carried  off  by  them  ;  the  method  which  I  found 
moh  fuccefsful,  after  trying  feveral,  was  to  exhibit 
firh  an  emetic  of  turp.  mineral,  (when  the  patient 
was  able  to  bear  the  operation)  joined  with  a  few 
grs.  of  pulv.  ipecac,  and  foon  after  fmall  dofes  of 
kermes  min.  with  a  fmall  addition  of  flor.  benzoin, 
every  fix  or  eight  hours  ;  and  in  the  intervals  one,, 
two  or  three  tea  fpoonfuls  of  a  moderately  hrong 

folution 


26  MEDICAL  COMMUNICATIONS. 


folution  of  gum.  ammoniac.  Many  were  relieved 
by  this  method,  who  appeared  to  be  in  the  greated 
danger  ;  though  it  mud  be  confeffed  that  fome  re- 
ceived  but  little,  and  others  no  benefit  from  it :  Fevers 
of  various  forms,  chiefly  pneumonic  and  rheumatic, 
were  common  ;  bad  coughs  were  frequent,  as  alfo 
dyfpepfise ;  then  diarrhaeas,  cephalalgias,  and  worms ; 
catarrhal  di forders  and  defluxions  on  the  bread  ; 
then  abfeeffes,  odontalgias,  fcrophulae,  and  mild 
dyfenteric  diforders  ;  a  few  menorrhagiae,  abortions* 
and  hyfleriae  j  and  feveral  epilepdes. 

I 

JUNE. 

NO  confiderable  rains,  but  fhowers  on  fix  feveral 
days  ;  none  great ;  a  little  thunder  on  four  days  ; 
Fogs  on  five  days  ;  three  appearances  of  aurora 
borealis  ;  moderate  winds,  chiefly  between  N.  W. 
and  S.  W.  about  a  third  of  the  month  was  fine  a- 
greeable  weather,  and  pretty  hot ;  about  three  or 
four  days  the  air  much  phlogiflicated,  damp  and 
fultry ;  the  red  of  the  month  rather  cool,  ejarrip  and 
diiagreeable  :  The  greated  variation  of  the  ther¬ 
mometer,  the  5  funk  from  jh,  to  loh,  P.  M.  30°. 

Abroad.  In  houfe. 

Thermom.  highed  on  4th,  93?  85?*] 

lowed  15th,  71?  10th  65? J  at  noon< 

mean  heat  abroad,  (by  a  mean  of  three  obferva-, 
tions)  71?  8« 

THU 
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the  ^  in  barometer  very  ftationary  ;  greateft 
change  in  24b.  oin.  28dec. 

barometer  higheft on  16th,  29m.  qodec. — low- 
eft  on  12th,  29m.  33dec. 

chin  cough  ftill  continues  to  be  the  prevailing 
diforder  ;  dyfpepfia  was  more  frequent  than  I  ever 
Tecolleff  it  to  have  been.  After  the  exhibition  of 
fuch  evacuants  as  were  thought  proper,  I  found  the 
columbo  root  given  in  fubftance,  to  be  extremely 
beneficial  in  numerous  inftances.  Various  fpecies 
of  pyrexiae,  among  which  were  a  few  fynochi,  fome 
flow  fevers,  feveral  pleurifies  and  rheumatic  fevers  ; 
Diarrhaeas,  vomitings  and  purgings,  and  colicy 
complaints,  common  :  He6lical  cafes  and  bad 
coughs,  numerous :  Then  abfcefles,  menorrhagia?, 
opthalmiae,  and  haemoptofes  ;  next  fcrophulae  vul- 
gares  and  amenorrhceae.  One  inftance  of  hydro¬ 
phobia  in  a  boy  of  three  years  old,  who  had  been 
bit  in  the  right  cheek  about  five  months  before,  by 
a  dog,  who  in  a  few  days  after  died  with  all  the 
marks  of  rabies  ;  this  child  died  in  great  diftrefs  a- 
bout  twenty  fix  or  twenty  eight  hours  after  its  aver- 
fion  to  water  was  difcovered, 

JULY. 

RAIN  on  18th  and  27th.  Several  ftiowers  be- 
fide,  attended  with  a  little  thunder  and  lightning  on 
four  other  days  ;  fogs  on  two  days  ;  aurora  borealis 
pn  feven  evenings  ;  mod  prevalent  winds  from  the 

weft. 
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weft,  though  frequent  eaflerly  turns  ;  two  or  three 
fultry  dog  days,  and  three  or  four  dry,  dephlogifti- 
cated  ones.  About  a  third  of  the  month,  the  air 
was  damp,  and  the  winds  blew  gently  from  the  ead- 
ward  ;  a  great  deal  of  cool  weather  for  this  feafon  ; 
but  about  five  days  that  might  be  called  very  hot ; 
the  feafon  rather  dry  the  former  part  of  the  month, 
but  towards  the  latter  part,  vegetation  very  good  ; 
but  few  grafhoppers  this  month.  Two  remarkable 
changes  from  hot  to  cold,  one  on  the  12  th,  then* 
mometer  at  four  o’clock,  P.  M.  at  82°,  and  at  7I1. 
the  fame  evening,  at  590,  and  on  the  27  th,  at  noon, 
89°,  and  at  loh.  P.  M.  down  to  64°. 


Abroad. 

Thermometer  highefl  on  16th,  91-5 

lowed  18th,  60° 


In  houfe. 

85? 


64° 


►at  noon. 


mean  heat  of  the  month  (by  a  mean  of  three  ob- 
fervations)  71?  3. 

but  fmall  variations  in  the  gravity  of  the  atmof-, 
phere  ;  the  greated  change  in  barometer,  in  24I1, 
oin.  lpdec. 

barometer  highedon3id,  29m.  93dec. — dow-* 
ed  on  16th,  29m.  45dec. 


pertussis  which  dill  continued  epidemical,  was 
in  many  indances  attended  with  fever,  which  though 
iometimes  threatening,  feldom  proved  mortal ;  fev^ 
eral  children  who  had  had  the  difeafe  a  long  time, 

and 
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and  appeared  to  be  almoft  recovered,  had  the  cough 
return  upon  them  again  with  great  violence  ;  but 
thefe  relap fes  feldom  proved  very  lengthy,  com¬ 
monly  continuing  bad,  but  about  a  week  or  ten 
days.  Diforders  of  the  alimentary  tube,  viz.  diarr-^ 
haea,  dyfpepfia,  and  gaflrodynae  were  very  rife  % 
fome  dyfenteriae,  cholerae  dyfentericae,  naufeae,  and 
vomitings  ;  pleurodynse,  bad  coughs  and  he6lical 
complaints.  AbfceiTes,  ulcufculae  Oris  in  children, 
vertigos,  fcrophuloe  and  odontalgia.  Rather  fickly* 


AUGUST 


\ 


RAIN  on  live  days,  and  a  few  flight  fhowers  be- 
fide ;  two  days  foggy ;  four  appearances  of  aurora  bo¬ 
realis  ;  many  eafterly  winds,  though  more  frequently 
from  the  weftern  quarter,  and  none  high,  nor  any 
ftorm  through  the  month ;  much  damp  weather,  and 
fcarcely  one  third  of  the  month  pleafant,  although 
we  had  but  four  or  five  dog  days  ;  no  very  hot 
weather,  and  on  the  whole  a  very  cool  Auguil  ;  a 
little  thunder  and  lightning  on  23d.  The  greatell 
change  in  the  thermometer  on  the  6th,  170  in  toh* 
from  warm  to  cool,  in  the  open  air. 


Abroad.  In  houfe* 
o  00 


Thermom.  highefl:  on  6th,  88? 

lowefl;  31ft,  62? 


mean  heat  of  the  month  (by  a  mean  of  three  ob- 
fervations)  69°. 


XHS 


30  MEDICAL  COMMUNICATIONS* 

the  5  i*1 bhe  barometer  pretty  Heady  ;  the  greats 
eft  change  in  24I1.  oin.  3 idee. 

barometer  higheft  on  28th,  30m.  Oidec. — low- 
eft  on  12th,  29m.  33ded. 

pertussis  much  the  fame  as  in  the  laft  month  ; 
cholera  dyfenterica,  (as  in  a  former  communication 
I  took  the  liberty  to  denominate  this  difeafe)  now 
epidemical  amongft  teething  children,  and  like  that 
of  the  laft  feafon,  was  not  attended  with  fuch  a  de¬ 
gree  of  vomiting  as  formerly,  and  gave  way  very 
kindly  to  the  vitr.  antim.  cerat.  in  fmall  dofes, 
as  laft  year  :  Pyrexiae  numerous,  fuch  as  a  lhort 
mild  fever,  flow  fever,  fynochus,  pleuritis,  febricula 
puftulata  and  opthalmia  :  Dyfpepfia  and  diarrhasa 
common  ;  a  number  of  abfceftes,  tormina,  worm 
cafes,  arthrodyniae,  epilepftes,  afthmas,  maniac,  Sec. 

one  inftance  of  the  true  feurvy  in  a  lad  returned 
from  a  fifhing  voyage,  in  which  he  had  been  em¬ 
ployed  about  twelve  weeks  :  This  is  a  fingular  oc¬ 
currence  with  us,  as  I  do  not  remember  to  have 
feen  for  near  forty  years,  any  one  perfon  concerned 
in  the  cod  fifhery  come  home  with  this  difeafe  till 
now.  This  patient  had  a  foul  {linking  breath, 
fwelled  bleeding  gums,  loofe  teeth,  bloated  pale 
fallow  countenance,  purple  fpots  upon  the  lower 
limbs,  fwelled  legs,  great  weaknefs  and  indifpofition 
to  aCtion,  Sec.  Sec.  Pie  foon  recovered  by  the  help 
of  a  vegetable  and  fruit  diet,  a  few  mild  purges,  Sec . 


SEPTEMBER. 
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SEPTEMBER . 

NO  RormS  this  month  ;  on  12th  a  good  deal  of 
tain,  and  on  18th  and  19th  a  little  ;  a  fmall  thunder 
fhower  on  5th  ;  fog  on  19th  ;  two  aurorae  boreales  ; 
winds  moR  commonly  From  the  weRern  board, 
though  frequently  interrupted  by  eaRerly  breezes, 
but  no  brilk  gales  ;  much  dry  agreeable  weather  ; 
but  two  or  three  dog  days,  and  a  very  few  hot,  and 
not  a  third  of  the  time  damp  ;  the  greateR  change 
from  cool  to  warm  on  the  30th,  180  in  7  hours. 


Abroad.  In  houfe* 
o- 


Ther.  higheRon  2d&  30th,  80?  30th,  74? 


loweR 


24th,  59? 


59- 


Vat 


noon. 


mean  heat  of  the  month,  (at  three  obfervations) 
61?  5. 

the  variations  of  the  barometer,  for  Rx  months 
paR,  but  fmall ;  the  greateR  in  any  24  hours  this 
month,  oin.  48dec. 


barometer  higheR  on  8th,  30m.  o6dec.— low- 
cR  on  11th,  29m.  i8dec. 

fevers,  for  the  moR  part,  of  a  mild  low  kind, 
very  numerous  ;  none  of  which  however,  ended  fa¬ 
tally  ;  a  Few  pleurihes  ;  cholerae  dyfentericae  rife  ; 
diarrhoeas,  abfcefles,  and  dyfenterias  frequent ;  per- 
tuRis  Rill  continues,  and  very  frequent  relapfes  into 
it ;  when  this  difeafe  proved  mortal,  the  child  was 
commonly  carried  off  with  convulhons  :  Of  all  the 

patients 
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patients  who  had  this  diftreffing  cough  this  feafoUj 
few  or  none  became  tabid  :  Colics*  gaflrodynas,  and 
worms,  common  ;  a  number  of  fcrophulae,  cuta¬ 
neous  eruptions,  dyfpepfias,  abortions,  haemoptyfes, 
convulfions,  epilephes,  little  ulcers  of  the  mouth, 
and  he&ical  cafes  :  Two  bailors  imported  the 
Guinea  worm  from  Africa ;  one  cafe  of  catalepfy. 
Rather  fickly, 

OCTOBER . 

A  SHORT  and  not  violent  florm  of  rain  at  S.  E* 
on  the  6th,  and  a  very  little  rain  on  two  or  three 
other  days  ;  two  or  three  inches  of  fnow  fell  on 
30th  :  fog  on  one  day  ;  four  very  fmoky  days  ; 
four  aurorae  boreales,  and  two  dog  days  :  Winds 
chiefly  from  S.  W.  W.  and  N.  W.  feldom  high  5 
fome  weather  unfeafonably  hot  about  the  middle 
of  the  month,  which  in  general  was  pleafant. 

Abroad.  Inhoufe. 

Thermom.  highefl  on  iff,  83?  76?*) 

loweft  31ft,  40?  43? J  at  noor“ 

mean  heat  of  the  month,  (by  a  mean  of  three 
obfervations)  55?  2.  • 

changes  in  the  barometer  but  moderate,  greateft 
in  24  hours,  oin.  5odec. 

barometer  highefl  on  25  th,  30m.  I3dec. — low- 
eft  on  6th,  29m.  04dece 


PYREXIA 
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pyrexia  were  numerous,  fome  of  which  were 
very  mild,  and  ran  a  courfe  of  one  or  two  weeks 
only  ;  fome  were  fynochi,  many  others  began  with 
a  pleuritic  type,  but  degenerated  into  a  long,  tedious 
flow  fever,  of  three,  four  or  five  weeks  continuance  * 
the  event,  however,  was  very  favourable  :  Dyfen- 
teries  were  common  and  happy  in  their  termina¬ 
tion  ;  cholerae  dyfentericae  ftill  frequent,  and  much 
more  fatal  tliis  month  than  the  lafl  ;  worms  in 
children,  vomitings,  dyfpepliae,  diarrhaeae,  abfceffes, 
and  gaftrodynae  were  next  in  frequency  ;  then 
odontalgiae,  head  achs,  cutaneous  eruptions,  ulcuf- 
cula  oris,  and  fore  throats  ;  a  very  few  cynanchae 
malignae,  and  tonfillares  ;  one  patient  with  ny£la- 
lopia  ;  pertuffis  difappeared,  after  a  continuance  of 
feven  or  eight  months. 

NO  VEMBER > 

N  O  florms  or  high  winds,  which  is  remarkable, 
as  there  are  generally  more  in  this  month  than  in 
any  other  ;  rain  on  five  days,  but  the  fprings  were 
remarkably  low,  and  there  was  great  complaint  for 
want  of  water  in  wells  and  ponds.  Some  fnow  on 
four  days  ;  four  aurorae  boreales  :  Winds  from 
S  W.  W.  and  N  W.  above  two  thirds  of  the  month  : 
W eather  very  variable,  though  more  than  a  third 
was  fair  and  dry  ;  no  hot  weather,  but  fome  un¬ 
commonly  cold,  and  the  winter  fet  in  early  :  The 
greatefl  variation  in  the  thermometer  was  on  the 
28th,  from  340  to  6°  in  7  hours,  abroad. 

G  Thermom, 
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Abroad, 
o 


In  houfe. 

55° 


Thermom.  higheft  on  yth,  59? 

loweft  28th,  10?  29th  19° 


>at  noom 


mean  heat  of  the  month,  (by  three  observations) 

33°  4* 

variations  of  the  barometer  but  fmall ;  the 
greatefl  in  24  hours,  oin.  5  2  dec. 

-  J  ’ 

b  ar om et e R  higheft;  on  26th,  30m.  o^dec.-^low- 
eft  on  10th,  29m.  iqdec. 


f  e  v  e  r  s  of  various  types  frequent,  as  long  low  flow 
fevers,  a  mild  moderate  fever  of  a  much  Shorter  pe¬ 
riod,  fynochus,  pleuritis ;  abfcefles  numerous  ;  fcro- 
phulae,  diarrhaeae  and  odontalgia? ;  next  hyfteriae, 
worms,  cynanchae  malignae  of  favourable  event, 
gripes,  and  agues  in  face  ;  Several  fore  throats  and 
cutaneous  eruptions  ;  a  few  choleras  dyfentericas, 
which  is  remarkable  fo  late  in  the  year.  A  man  of 
Seventy  years,  carried  off  Suddenly  by  angina  pe6lo-* 
ris. 

DECEMBER . 

TWO  very  violent  ftorms  at  E.  and  N  E.  in 
which  an  immenfe  quantity  of  fnow  fell,  viz*  on  the 
4th  and  5th,  and  on  gth  and  10th,  and  the  air  being 
cold,  prodigious  damage  was  done  by  them,  both  at 
fea  and  on  fliore  ;  during  the  firfl  there  was  a  re¬ 
markable  high  tide  ;  another  ftorm  of  rain  and  fnow 
on  the  23d  and  24th  ;  a  little  fnow  alfo  fell  on  the 

8th 
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8th  and  13th,  and  a  little  rain  on  four  other  days  ; 
one  foggy  day ;  two  aurorae  boreales  ;  winds  from  the 
Weftward  much  the  greatefl  part  of  the  month,  and 
not  very  high  ;  about  ten  days  of  clear  dry  weath¬ 
er,  though  but  about  five  Or  fix  pleafant  days  ; 
much  fevere  cold,  and  two  or  three  ftorrriy  turns  ; 
prodigious  quantities  of  fnow  on  the  ground,  which 
made  travelling  difficult,  the  roads  being  almoft  im- 
paffable ;  the  greatefl  variation  of  thermometer 
from  12th  to  13th,  310  warmer  in  24  hours. 

Abroad.  In  houfe. 

Thermom.  highefl  on  31  ft,  45?  43?1 

i  n  .i.b  o  fat  noon, 

lowefl  12th,  17.  20.  J 

mean  heat  of  the  month,  (by  a  mean  of  three  ob- 
vations)  26?  7. 

barometer  more  variable  than  for  feveral 
months  pafl  $  greatefl  change  in  one  day,  0°  61. 

barometer  highefl  on  1  oth,  30m.  3  4dec.— low-* 
eft  on  24th,  29m.  36dec. 

this  month  remarkably  healthy ;  few,  or  no  febrile 
diforders  ;  the  mofi  common  complaints  were  ab- 
fcefies,  coughs  and  cutaneous  eruptions ;  then  vom¬ 
itings  and  purgings,  and  fcrophulae  amongfl  child¬ 
ren  ;  a  few  opthalmias,  pleurodynae,  cephalalgia?, 
and  ulcufculae  oris :  Alfo,  feveral  lienteries  brought 
from  the  Weft  Indies. 

C  2 


THE 
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the  winter  was  not  remarkably  cold,  but  the 
ground  was  covered  very  deep  with  fnow  ;  the 
fpring  cold,  damp,  and  backward  ;  the  fummier  re¬ 
markably  cool,  and  rather  dry  ;  the  autumn  in  the 
former  part  warm,  the  latter  part  cold. 

the  mean  heat  of  the  year,  in  the  open  air,  48?  87. 

to  an  account  of  the  difeafes  to  which  we  are  in¬ 
cident  in  this  place  at  the  prefent  day,  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  fubjoin  a  few  words  refpe&ing  fuch  as 
feldom  or  never  do  happen,  and  of  fuch  as  were  fre¬ 
quent  formerly,  but  feldom  or  never  make  their  ap¬ 
pearance  here  at  prefent. 

the  firfl  I  dial!  mention  is  the  rickets.  This 
difeafe  was  formerly  (about  thirty  five  or  forty  years 
ago)  pretty  common  here,  and  more  efpecially  a- 
mong  negro  children,  as  I  very  well  remember  ; 
but  is  now  become  fo  rare  that  I  have  not  feen  it, 
more  than  three  or  four  times,  thefe  eight  or  ten 
years,  according  to  the  bed  of  my  remembrance. 
Dr.  Glidon,  and  others,  the  fird  writers  upon  rick¬ 
ets,  inform  us,  that  it  fird  made  its  appearance 
about  thirty  years  before  they  wrote,  i.  e.  about 
the  year  1620,  in  the  counties  of  Dorfet  and  Som- 
merfet,  in  Great  Britain  5  which,  if  true,  diows  it  to 
be  of  very  modem  date  :  And  from  a  chart  of  the 
fatal  difeafes ,  &c.  in  London ,  collefiled  and  publifh- 
ed  by  Dr.  William  Black,  it  appears  that  it  has  been 
gradually  declining  in  that  city,  thefe  feventy  or  eigh¬ 
ty 
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ty  years  paft,  particularly  from  1702  to  1717,  (a  pe¬ 
riod  of  fifteen  years)  there  died  of  the  rickets  3916; 
and  that  from  1762  to  1777,  (another  period  of  the 
fame  length)  there  died  only  104.  All  thefe  ob- 
fervations  feem  to  indicate  an  utter  extinction  of 
this  fcourge  of  infants. 

another  is  the  colica  pi£tonum>  or  dry  belly 
$ch,  as  it  was  commonly  called.  This  painful  and 
diflreffing  complaint,  till  about  twenty  four  or  twen¬ 
ty  fix  years  ago,  was  fo  frequent,  that  it  was  no  un¬ 
common  thing  to  have  fix  or  eight,  or  more  patients, 
ill  of  it  in  the  courfe  of  a  winter ;  (the  feafon  in 
which  it  moflly  prevailed,  though  it  was  not  confin¬ 
ed  to  cold  weather:)  But  now  for  thefe  twelve  or  fif¬ 
teen  years  back,  I  imagine  there  has  not  been  five 
perfons  ill  of  it  in  this  town,  if  we  except  a  very  few 
who  dealt  in  lead,  and  who  it  was  evident,  derived 
their  difeafe  from  that  fource,  fuch  as  painters,  &c* 
This  fpecies  of  colic  was  formerly  attributed  to  hard 
drinking  ;  and  it  is  certain  that  perfons  addicted  to 
fpirituous  liquors  were  generally  the  fubjeCts  of  it  * 
but  its  prefent  fcarcity  cannot  be  owing  to  an  in- 
creafe  of  temperance  ;  for  it  is  a  melancholy  truth  I 
fear,  that  intemperance  is  as  prevalent  at  this  peri¬ 
od,  as  it  has  been  thefe  forty  years.  Query — Can 
this  difference  be  accounted  for,  from  the  very  gen¬ 
eral  difufe  of  pewter  ?  Pewter  is  a  factitious  com¬ 
pound  metal,  containing  a  large  proportion  of  lead, 
and  lead  is  univerfally  allowed  to  be  one  very  com¬ 


mon 


88  MEDICAL  COMMUNICATIONS, 

mon  caufe  of  this  kind  of  colic  :  Now  formerly  the 
moll  ufual  drinking  veflel  in  the  houfes  of  the  poor 
was  a  pewter  quart  pot,  and  thofe  made  ufe  of 
in  eating,  fuch  as  plates,  difhes,  bafons  and  porrin¬ 
gers,  were  almod  wholly  of  the  fame  material,  and 
thefe  not  always  kept  in  the  niced  order*  but  were 
often,  at  lead  the  pot,  covered  on  the  infide,  with  a 
thin  coating  of  rud,  or  a  fort  of  cerufs.  But  the 
ufe  of  pewter  is  now  very  much  laid  alide,  and  in 
the  revolution  of  fadiion,  has  given  way  to  the  more 
modifh  done,  or  (as  it  is  commonly  called)  Queen’s 
\vare.— The  matter  feems  worth  inquiring  into. 

both  the  lad  mentioned  difeafes,  I  am  informed, 
are  as  much  rarer  in  fome  of  the  neighbouring 
towns,  as  they  are  in  this  ;  as  to  others  I  have  no  in¬ 
formation  ;  nor  how  the  cafe  is  in  the  more  didant 
parts  of  the  country.  Perhaps  it  would  be  inter., 
eding  to  inquire,  what  difeafes  have  become  extinft, 
or  very  rare  among  us,  and  what  new  ones  have 
fucceeded  in  their  room. 

INTERMITTING  FEVERS  of  OUr  Own  growth  WC 

Lee  none  of  here,  though  thirty  five  or  forty  years 
ago,  they  fometimes  occurred, 

i  .  . 

typhus,  both  mitior  and graviory  of  Dr.  Cullen, 
were  frequent  with  us,  efpecially  in  the  autumn, 
from  twenty  five  to  thirty  five  years  ago,  and  prov¬ 
ed  fatal  to  many  in  the  vigour  and  prime  of  life  5  it 
is  now,  comparatively,  very  rare. 


scuRvy 
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scurvy  is  a  difeafe  we  very  feldom  meet  with  : 
Sailors  fometimes  return  from  fea  with  it,  and  for 
the  mod  part  recover  very  foon  ;  but  I  have  never 
met  with  more  than  a  very  few  indances  of  it  gen¬ 
erated  here  at  home,  in  the  courfe  of  my  pra&ice. 

puerperal  fever  very  fel  dom  occurs  here  ;  it 
has  not  fhown  itfelf  perhaps  more  than  twice  or 
three  times  thefe  ten  years  pad. 

1  shall  conclude  with  obferving,  what  I  fup- 
pofe  mud  have  been  obferved  by  all  the  elder  prac¬ 
titioners  among  us,  that  acute  difeafes  are  much  lefs 
frequent  as  well  as  lefs  fatal  than  formerly  ;  and  that 
chronic  difeafes,  particularly  Phthifis  pulmondlis , 
have  taken  their  place  ;  and  that  although  our  fpe- 
cies  defcend  to  the  grave  by  paths,  a  little  different 
from  the  old  ones,  yet  they  arrive  at  it  no  fader  th^h 
formerly,  as  our  bills  of  mortality,  in  proportion  to 
our  numbers,  are  by  no  means  increafed. 


BILL  of 

MORTALITY,  for  the  Town 

of 

Salem,  for  the  year  1786. 

DEATHS. 

J  anuary. 

7 

Augud, 

12 

F  ebruary, 

12 

September, 

12 

March, 

*3 

OHober, 

to 

April, 

*3 

November, 

6 

May, 

x7 

December, 

*3 

June, 

12 

July, 

*2 

1 

39 

DISEASES. 
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D  I  S  E 


Inflammatory  fever,  2 
Slow  nervous  fever,  4 
Mixed  fever,  5 

Hydrocephalic  fever,  1 
Fevers,  (fpecies  un¬ 
known)  5 

Inflammatory  quinfy,  1 
Putrid  quinfy,  3 

Inflammation  in  the 
thorax,  4 

Angina  pe&oris,  1 
Inflammation  in  the 
abdomen,  1 

Abfcefs  in  the  thorax, 
(vomica)  l 

Alvine  fluxes,  viz. 
Cholera  morbus,  2 
Cholera  dyfenterica,9 
Dyfenteria,  3 

Diarrhaea,  2 

Lientery,  2 

Colic,  viz. 

Ileus,  2 

Spafmodic,  1 

Calculi,  1 

Trifmus  infantum,  1 


iSES. 

Convulfion*  3 

Palfy,  2 

Infanity,  1 

Aflhma,  2 

Hooping  Cough,  13 
Dropfy,  viz. 

Anafarca,  2 

Afcites,  2 

Pulmonary  Confump- 
tion,  20 

He&ical  Decay,  7 

Atrophy,  6 

Cancer,  1 

W  orms,  2 

Canker,  (Apthae)  2 

Still  born,  6 

Cafualties,  viz. 

Murdered,  1 

Executed,  ^ 

Drowned,  1 


Difeafes  unknown,  1 6 ; 
of  which  10  were  of 
infants  within  the 

month,  16 

1  , 


*39 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE  IL 

An  Account  of  the  Ulcerated  Sore  Throat, 
it  appeared  in  the  Town  of  Dighton,*  in  the 
Years  17 85  and  1786.  Communicated  by  Hon. 
WILLIAM  BAYLIES,  A .  A.  S.  and  Fellow  of 
the  Maffachufetts  Medical  Society . 

DIGHTON,  June,  1787. 

To  the  MASSACHUSETTS  MEDICAL  SO¬ 
CIETY. 

GENTLEMEN, 

mj  , 

X  H  E  ulcerated  fore  throat  came  amongfl 
us  in  the  month  of  Auguft,  1785,  and  continued 
through  the  enfuing  winter  till  the  autumn  of  1786. 
It  did  not  fpread  with  rapidity,  but  commonly  feiz- 
ed  three  or  four  families  in  a  neighbourhood,  and 
then  leaped  over  into  a  very  different  one,  return¬ 
ing  back  again  perhaps  in  the  fpace  of  two  or  three 
months.  It  ufually  invaded  children,  but  adults 
did  not  wholly  efcape.  Women  were  more  fubje£t 
to  it  than  men.  The  feizure  was,  for  the  mod  part, 
very  fudden  :  The  patient,  from  a  complete  Bate 
of  health,  would  be  reduced  in  a  few  minutes  to  an 
inability  of  fitting  up.  A  pain  in  the  head,  back, 
and  joints,  faintnefs,  naufea,  vomiting,  forenefs  of 
throat,  and  rigors,  would  often  make  their  affault  at 
the  fame  inftant.  The  pulfe  foon  becomes  acceler¬ 
ated. 


?  County  of  Briftol. 
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ated,  and  very  precipitate,  though  not  full  or  hard. 
The  eyes  grow  red  and  watery,  fimilar  to  thofe  in 
the  mealies.  In  twenty  four  hours,  or  lefs,  the  ton- 
fils  are  much  fwelled,  having  been  very  red  from 
the  beginning,  with  their  tops  corroded,  and  {peek¬ 
ed  with  white  ;  the  fauces,  alfo,  are  much  inflamed, 
with  here  and  there  a  fpot  of  white,  which  finally 
turn  out  eating  ulcers  ;  the  uvula  is,  fometimes,  in 
the  fame  condition  ;  and  the  tongue  is  covered  with 
a  white  or  yellow  mucus.  The  glands  under  the 
ears  become  largely  tumified,  and  are  very  hard  to 
the  touch.  The  quicknefs  of  the  pulfe  Hill  increas¬ 
es,  with  great  heat,  fome  degree  of  reftleflnefs,  a 
fhort,  panting,  laborious  breathing  with  a  peculiar 
kind  of  noife,  and  a  greater  heavinefs  of  the  eyes, 
which  are  followed,  towards  the  clofe  of  the  fecond 
day,  with  an  univerfal  eruption  of  red,  fiery,  itch¬ 
ing  pimples,  which  are  very  clofe  together,  and  the 
fmall  fpaces  between  them  much  inflamed.  More 
than  half  of  the  adults,  and  a  very  few  children,  were 
free  from  this  eruption.  Upon  its  taking  place,  the 
reftleffnefs  is  diminifhed,  and  refpiration  becomes 
more  eafy  ;  but  there  is  no  abatement  of  the  other 
fymptoms.  The  heat  with  third  increafes  ;  deglu¬ 
tition  is  rendered  more  difficult ;  the  tumors  en¬ 
large  j  and  a  delirium  attends,  commonly  in  the 
night  only,  till  about  the  latter  end  of  the  fourth,  or 
on  the  fifth  day,  when  a  copious  fweat  arifes,  which 
in  a  few  hours  terminates  the  diforder.  The  erup- 
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fcion  turns  pale,  the  cuticle  falls  off  in  lcales,  and, 
not  feldom,  that  of  the  hands  and  feet  cohering  : 
The  pulfe  regains  its  eafe  and  flownefs,  though 
flightly  embarralfed  towards  night  for  a  day  or  two  : 
The  fwellings  of  the  glands  gradually  fubfide,  but 
may  not  entirely  difappear  in  a  fortnight  :  Refpira- 
tion  is  performed  without  labour  :  The  tongue  is 
clean  and  moiff  ;  expe6loration  of  a  thick  matter 
enfues ;  the  ulcers  in  the  throat  call  off  their  Houghs, 
and  appear  almoft  healed ;  the  appetite  returns,  and 
the  patient,  by  the  feventh  or  eighth  day  from  the 
firft  attack,  recovers  his  ufual  health.  Sometimes 
a  loofenefs,  inllead  of  the  fweat,  forms  the  crihs,  and 
a  few  inftances  occurred,  where  they  jointly  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  foliation  of  the  fever. 

as  to  the  cure,  I  always  found  an  emetic  given  as 
foon  as  poffible,  to  be  of  great  fervice.  The  difeafe 
ran  its  courfe  with  more  eafe,  regularity,  and  fewer 
alarming  fymptoms  than  when  omitted.  In  one 
inftance  of  a  youth  of  fourteen,  a  vomit  of  tart, 
emet.  put  an  entire  end  to  the  fever,  the  eruption,  not. 
with  Handing,  fucceeding  at  the  ufual  time.  Ipecac 
was  the  emetic  generally  exhibited,  affiffed  by  a  free 
ufe  of  warm  water. 

an  emollient  clyffer,  fharpened  at  times  with  fea 
fait,  was  daily  adminiffered.  A  cathartic  was  fel¬ 
dom  given,  unlefs  an  urgent  diarrhaea  made  a  dofe 
or  two  of  rhubarb  neceffary. 

A  HOT 
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a  hot  room,  or  a  current  of  air,  were  equally  to 
be  avoided.  The  patients  were  allowed  a  free  ufe 
of  all  kinds  of  vegetable  acids.  Vinegar  whey,  a  little 
warmed,  they  were  enjoined  to  drink,  efpecially 
through  the  night.  They  alfo  drank  an  infufion  qf 
flaxfeed  and  hyfop,  fweetened  with  honey,  whenev¬ 
er  a  cough  attended,  which  was  not  uncommon. 

a  powder  of  crem.  tart,  and  camphor,  and  the 
faline  draught,  made  with  vinegar,  were  given 
through  the  whole  complaint,  without  variation,  un- 
iefs  the  fymptoms  were  highly  inflammatory  ;  in 
which  cafe,  nitre  was  fubflituted  for  the  cream  of 
tartar.  They  generally  required  a  quieting  draught 

at  night.  If  the  pulfe  flagged  towards  the  acme,  an 

* 

addition  was  made  of  fal  fuccin.  tin£L  myrrh,  and 
an  infufion  of  the  wild  valerian,  or  the  fpirits  of 
mindereri.  Pediluvia  were  conffantly  ufed  in  the 
evening,  and,  at  times,  finapifms. 

blisters  were  never  ufed,  except  in  a  retrocef- 
fion  of  the  eruption  ;  at  which  time,  fuccefs  always 
attended  their  application. 

the  marine  acid,  fo  far  diluted  with  water,  and 
dulcified  with  honey  as  to  make  it  palatable,  ferved 
for  the  gargarifin.  The  fick,  by  its  allaying  the  tor¬ 
menting  heat  and  drynefs  of  the  throat,  and  bring¬ 
ing  on  an  agreeable  cool  fenfation,  exprefled  the 
highefl  approbation  of  the  medicine. 

WHEN 
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when  this  difeafe  was  among!!  us,  about  four¬ 
teen  years  ago,  mercurials  and  antimonials  were 
given  with  a  fuccefs  truly  aftonifhing  :  But  at  this 
time,  the  quick,  weak  and  hurried  pulfe,  the  rapid 
progrefs  of  the  complaint,  and  the  great  irritability 
of  the  nervous  fyftem,  deterred  me  from  the  ufe  of 
them,  efpecially  mercurials.  And  finding  the  above 
method  anfwer  extremely  well,  I  confined  myfelf 
to  it; 

on  the  third  or  fourth  day  of  the  difeafe,  fhould 
the  pulfe  grow  weaker  and  fofter,  the  face  and  neck 
put  on  a  very  bloated  appearance,  refpiration  grow 
more  laborious,  with  a  peculiar  kind  of  catching  the 
breath  or  double  breathing ;  and  an  anxiety  of  five 
or  fix  minutes  continuance,  come  on  three  or  four1 
times  in  an  hour,  fuch  as  induces  the  patient  to  bite 
his  hands  and  arms,  death  may  be  expe6led  on  the 
fifth  day.  This  alteration  in  the  diforder  is  hid¬ 
den,  and  not  to  be  forefeen,  and,  when  taken  place, 
I  was  never  fo  fortunate  as  to  find  a  medicine  that 
would  prevent,  or  even  retard  the  fatal  catallrophe. 
The  (kin,  after  death,  would  immediately  turn  very 
black,  and  fometimes,  previous  thereto,  would  be 
Ipotted  in  many  places  with  green. 

if  on  the  fifth  day  the  crifis  is  not  complete,  and 
the  fever  and  quicknefs  of  pulfe,  though  moderated, 
hill  keep  on  to  a  certain  degree,  we  may  then  ex- 
pcfi  a  fuppuration  of  the  tumid  glands  under  the 


ears. 
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ears.  This  often  happened  when  there  was  no  erup¬ 
tion.  Thefe  tumors  mu  ft  now  be  ripened  as  fail  as 
pofhble  :  A  poultice  of  white  bread,  milk,  and  caf- 
tile  foap,  or  Indian  meal  with  milk  and  water,  an- 
fwers  this  purpofe*  Before  this  time,  I  never  di- 
re6ted  any  external  application  to  the  throat.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  period  they  drink  a  deco6tion  of  the  woods, 
and  are  indulged  with  a  little  wine.  In  a  week  or 
ten  days,  the  tumors  are  fufficiently  maturated  to  be 
opened  j  after  which  they  may  be  dreffed  with  any 
digeftive.  The  bark  can  riow  be  given  with  effe£h 
I  knew  of  but  one  who  died  of  thefe  ulcers  ;  which 
happened  about  fix  weeks  after  the  feizure.  The 
ulcerations  were  large,  the  abforption  of  matter 
great,  and  his  knees  and  ancles  greatly  inflamed, 
and  about  fuppurating,  when  the  child  was  obliged 
to  fubmit  to  fate*  In  a  few  cafes  at  firft,  I  attempt¬ 
ed  to  carry  off  thefe  fwellings  by  attenuants,  blifl- 
ers,  and  purges  ;  but  the  confequences  rather  con¬ 
firmed  the  maxim — -It  is  fometimes  very  dangerous 
for  art ,  to  undertake  to  defeat  afuppuration  which 
nature  is  preparing . 

in  a  day  or  two  after  the  cribs,  even  when  com¬ 
plete,  many  were  feized  with  fwelled  wrifls  and  an-^ 
cles,  accompanied  with  rednefs  and  great  pain,  in 
every  refpeft;  fimilar  to  an  acute  rheumatifm.  This 
was  commonly  brought  on  by  expofing  themfelves 
to  -wet  rooms  or  a  damp  air.  A  deco£lion  of  far-^ 
faparilla,  the  bark  of  the  root  of  faffafras,  garden 
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fcurvy  grafs,  and  the  branches  of  fever  wood. 
Would  often  rout  this  enemy  in  twenty  four  hours. 
It  operated  by  fweat. 

many  of  the  fick  were  alfo  fubjeft,  in  a  day  or 
two  after  the  crifis,  to  an  univerfal  tumefa&ion  t 
From  head  to  foot  the  Cellular  membrane  would  be 
puffed  up  like  a  bladder.  At  this  time  they  made 
but  little  water.  Thofe  who  had  been  flightly  aL 
fe&ed  with  the  ulcerous  fore  throat,  were  as  liable 
to  this  complaint,  as  thofe  who  had  been  ever  fo 
roughly  treated  by  it.  Neither  could  I  perceive 
that  any  irregularity  in  their  condu61  could  be  af* 
ligned  as  the  caufe.  Though  its  appearance  was 
alarming,  it  never  proved  fatal*  A  powder  of  crude 
fal  ammoniac  and  fquills  exterminated  it  in  four-* 
teen  days. 

this  difeafe,  within  the  compafs  of  rriy  obferva-* 
tion,  never  attacked  the  fame  perfon  twice.  AL 
though  it  was  evidently  contagious,  yet  many  were 
feized  who  had  not  been  in  the  way  of  infe&ion.  1 
could  not  determine,  though  particularly  attentive 
to  that  matter,  the  length  of  time  the  infection  re-* 
cjuired  to  manifelt  its  effefl. 

among  the  many  medicines  in  high  eftimatioit 
With  the  common  people,  and  ufed  by  them  with¬ 
out  the  advice  of  the  phylician,  I  know  of  none 
Worth  the  leaf!  conlideration,  excepting  the  marlh 
fbfemary,  or,  as  it  is  commonly  called,  marfh  root/ 

This 
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This,  in  a  large  dole,  operates  as  a  vomit ;  in  a  (mail¬ 
er,  proves  a  powerful  expe6lorant ;  and,  from  its 
fenfible  qualities,  one  would  fuppofe  it  to  polfefs 
confiderable  antifeptic  powers.  I  am  well  affured 
it  was  the  balis  of  a  medicine  ufed  by  a  phyfician  in 
Providence,  with  very  great  fuccefs,  in  this  com¬ 
plaint.  It  is  undoubtedly  of  great  efficacy,  and  de- 
ferves  a  more  thorough  inve  (ligation. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Experiments  made  with  the  common  Cow  Parfnip> 
(fphondylium  vulgare  hirfutum.  Park.  C.  B.)  in 
cafes  of  Epilepsy.  Communicated  by  the  late 
JOSEPH  ORNE,  A.  M.  A.  A,  S.  Fellow  of 
the  Majfachufetts  Medical  Society ,  and  Phyfician 
at  Salem . 

SALEM,  October,  1783. 

To  the  MASSACHUSETTS  MEDICAL  SO¬ 
CIETY. 

GENTLEMEN, 

So  many  medicines  having  been  lately  point¬ 
ed  out  for  the  cure  of  epilepfy,  all  of  which  we  pre¬ 
fume  to  be  in  fome  inflances  ineffe&uaJ,  I  hope  no 
apology  need  be  offered  for  recommending  to  far¬ 
ther  trials  a  plant  of  the  growth  of  our  own  coun- 
try,  which  I  believe  has  produced  very  effential  re¬ 
lief 
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i'ief  in  this  difeafe.  I  Ihall  therefore  take  the  liberty  to 
communicate  a  detail  of  thofe  cafes  in  which  it  has 
been  prefcribed,  with  the  event  of  the  exhibition  in 
each. 

the  plant  referred  to  is  the  common  Cow  Parfnip , 
fphondylium  vulgar e  hirfutum ,  Park.  C.  B.  It  grows 
in  hedges  ;  the  ftalk  is  large  and  tubular,  inverted 
with  a  down,  which  alfo  covers  the  leaves,  that  are 
large  and  jagged,  five  on  each  ftalk,  and  of  the  col¬ 
our  of  wormwood  ;  it  is  umbelliferous,  and  flowers 
in  June  j  the  root  is  divided  into  feveral  long  fibrous 
branches,  refembling  a  large  parfley  root ;  and  the 
height  of  the  plant  in  its  maturity,  may  be  from  two 
to  four  feet :  The  root  has  a  rank  rtrong  fmel],  and 
a  pungent  and  almoft  cauftic  tafte  ;  it  fliould  be 
carefully  diftinguifhed  from  the  common  parfnip, 
that  grows  wild  in  gardens,  and  liedges,  and  indeed, 
it  has  a  very  different  appearance. 

CASE  I.— -1772. 

% 

G.  S.  a  laborer,  aged  30  years,  of  a  flender  habit, 
but  healthy,  coming  out  of  a  deep  well  (in  which  he 
had  continued  an  hour  to  dear  it)  felt  himfelf  chilly, 
fick  at  the  ftomach,  and  vomited  copioufly.  The 
naufea,  with  a  difinclination  to  exercife,  and  a  great 
degree  of  weaknefs,  continued  about  five  weeks,  and 
then  in  the  evening,  after  a  day  of  labor,  he  was 
feized  with  a  fevere  fit  of  epilepfy.  I  faw  him  juft., 
as  it  was  going  off,  and  as  I  knew  nothing  of  the 

D  preceding 
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preceding  circumftances,  finding  his  pulfe  full,  1 
bled  him  ;  he  prefently  recovered  his  undemand¬ 
ing,  and  as  he  made  no  great  complaint,  but  feemed 
fleepy  and  declined  taking  any  medicine,  I  left  him. 
The  next  day  he  followed  his  labor,  and  felt  as 
well  as  before.  In  a  few  weeks  he  had  a  fecond, 
and  after  a  ffiort  interval,  another  paroxyfm  ;  and 
perceiving  his  memory,  or  rather  his  faculty  of  re- 
colle£lion  greatly  impaired,  he  was  much  alarmed, 
and  applied  for  advice.  As  he  flill  complained  of 
naufea,  and  was  coflive,  I  direHed  a  vomit,  and 
afterwards  fome  aloetic  medicines,  with  foap,  &c. 
Soon  after,  however,  his  difeafe  returned,  and  by 
advice  of  an  eminent  phyfician,  he  took  large  dofes 
of  camphire  in  tin£L  facr.  befides  a  liberal  ufe 
of  valerian,  volatile  alkali,  &c.  The  progrefs  of  the 
complaint  feemed  rather  accelerated,  till  wearied 
with  the  difeafe,  and  dillrulling  the  efficacy  of  med¬ 
icine,  he  began  to  defpair  ;  when  one  of  his  neigh¬ 
bours  confidently  urged  him  to  try  Cow  Parfnip , 
alledging  that  it  had  lately  cured  his  wife  of  a  fim- 
ilar  complaint  (though  infa6!  it  was  only  an  hyfleri- 
cal  indifpofition)  and  encouraged  him  to  expe61  a 
cure  of  it  alfo  :  He  forthwith  began  the  ufe  of  it, 
and  apparently  with  great  and  immediate  advan¬ 
tage  :  He  firfc  felt  himfelf  relieved  of  flatulence, 
which  had  conftantly  attended  him  ;  from  confufed 
vertiginous  fymptoms,  which  had  greatly  increafed 
fince  the  latter  paroxyfms,  and  when  very  violent 

always 
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always  announced  a  fit  at  hand,  though  he  was 
fometimes  feized  without  a  moment  of  warning: : 
His  drength  and  fpirits  returned  ;  his  faculties  be¬ 
came  brighter ;  and,  unlefs  after  great  fatigue,  or 
long  falling,  (as  he  works  hard,  and  is  not  of  the 
firmed  habit)  he  has  never  differed  a  fingle  return. 
For  five  or  fix  years  he  has  been  perfeflly  free,  ex¬ 
cepting  that  he  is  liable  to  giddinefs  and  trembling  • 
but  by  returning  to  his  medicine,  finds  infallible  re¬ 
lief.  I  faw  him  only  a  few  days  fince  ;  he  complained 
then  of  tf  the  Jits  working  in  him”  to  ufe  his  own 
phrafe  ;  faid  he  mud  take  his  medicine  foon,  and 
feemed  to  depend  on  its  efficacy  with  the  fecured 
and  mod  implicit  confidence. 

CASE  11.-1773. 

W.  R>  aged  eighteen  years,  of  that  habit  which 
has  been  denominated  phlegmatic  ;  pale,  and  of  lax 
fibres,  after  labor  in  the  field  in  a  hot  day,  and 
drinking  immoderately  of  fmall  beer,  was  fuddenly 
druck  down  with  a  fit,  which,  from  the  description, 
I  believed  to  be  of  the  epileptic  kind.  I  faw  him 
afterwards  in  feveral  paroxyfms,  and  they  were  tru¬ 
ly  fuch.  I  bled  this  patient,  and  vomited  him  re¬ 
peatedly  ;  gave  him  quinquina,  eleutherium,  ftom- 
achics  of  every  kind,  deel  in  various  forms,  dire£l- 
ed  the  cold  bath,  and  inoculated  him  with  the  final! 
pox,  which  produced  a  long  paufe  ;  X  therefore  cut 
two  idues  foon  after,  and  to  clofe  the  whole,  he  took 

D  2  the 
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the  Cow  Parfnip  very  liberally,  and  with  great  con-- 
iidence  ;  yet  his  epileptic  fhocks  dill  recur,  and  he? 
is  now  by  turns  an  idiot  or  a  maniac. 

J 

CASE  III.— 1774. 

J.  P.  a  lad  of  twelve  years,  of  delicate  irritable 
fibres,  and  liable  to  incontinence  of  urine  during 
his  deep,  had  been  for  two  years  afflibfced  with  epi- 
lepfy.  Befides  all  the  applications  enumerated  a- 
bove,  among  which  the  Cow  Parfnip  had  a  very  fair 
'  trial,  the  good  women  gave  him  a  whole  human 
placenta,  dried  and  pulverized,  which  they  declared 
would  do  wonders,  but  in  vain  ;  the  difeafe  contin- 
tinued  obdinate,  and  the  lad  was  cured  at  length  by 
a  voyage  to  fea.  This  patient  was  one  of  thofe  who 
are  invaded  with  the  fits  only  during  deep.  From 
fome  late  converfation  with  Dr.  Plolyoke,  who  has 
fucceeded  in  three  or  four  cafes  of  this  kind  with  a 
very  different  medicine,  I  fuppofe  it  is  another 
fpecies  of  the  difeafe. 

CASE  IV.- — December ,  1782, 

J.  D.  about  forty  years  of  age,  fuddenly  fell  down 
in  a  date  of  infenfibility.  I  was  called  indantly, 
and  found  him  under  a  complete  and  fevere  parox- 
yfm  of  epileply  :  In  two  or  three  weeks  he  had  a 
fecond  attack  ;  and  by  the  la  ft  of  March  he  had 
eight  fits,  fo  that  they  had  become  habitual.  I  gave 
him  only  a  vomit  at  each  return,  as  his  domach  was 
liable  to  be  difordered  ;  for  he  was  not  only  intem¬ 
perate, 
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peratc,  but  very  irregular  in  his  manner  of  living, 
eating  voracioufly  at  fome  times,  and  Halving  at 
others,  as  opportunity  or  neceffity  determined  him  ; 
and  constantly  chewing  great  quantities  of  tobacco. 
Having  heard  that  the  flowers  of  zinc  had  loll  repu¬ 
tation  among  the  medical  gentlemen  at  Bofton,  and 
knowing  nothing  then  of  the  cuprum  ammoniac,  of 
the  fuccefs  of  which,  in  this  difeafe,  fome  cafes  are 
related  in  the  iafl  volumes  of  the  Edinburgh  Med¬ 
ical  Commentaries,  I  determined  to  wait  till  the 
feafon  for  gathering  the'  Coxv  Par  [nip  y  and  try  it  fair¬ 
ly  ;  becaufe  I  had  once  known  it  to  fucceed,  which 
I  could  not  fay  of  any  other  medicine  that  I  had 
ever  given  tq  an  adult  epileptic  fubjefl.  About 

the  10th  of  April,  1783,  till  which  time  the  accel- 

\ 

lions  grew  more  frequent,  he  began  the  ufe  of  it  : 
He  was  then  much  debilitated  in  body  ;  his  mental 
faculties  were  perceptibly  impaired,  and  his  afpeft 
and  manners  indicated  a  moll  pitiable  declenfion  of 
the  general  conflitution.  From  the  time  he  ufed 
the  Covj  Parfnip  he  has  never  had  a  fmgle  return  of 
liis  complaint ;  he  feels  none  of  that  confufion  and 
vertigo,  which  he  always  considered  as  the  ligns  of 
an  approaching  paroxyfrn  ;  his  general  health  is 
good  ;  his  faculties  perhaps  as  vigorous  as  before, 
and  the  whole  appearance  of  the  man  efTentially 
improved.  Once  after  long  failing,  and  great  fa¬ 
tigue,  being  furprifed  in  a  fmall  filhing  boat  by  a 
florin,  he  felt  himfelf  extremely  d ifordered,  and 

,  confidently 

•r 
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confidently  prediflcd  a  new  acceflion  of  his  difeafe, 
of  which  he  has  the  fevereft  terrors  ;  but  a  warm 
fupper,  and  a  more  liberal  potation  of  his  medicine, 
reftored  him  to  his  wonted  calmnefs.  I  ought  not 
to  omit  that  excepting  the  difufe  of  tobacco,  he 
never  changed  his  habits  of  living. 

CASE  V. 

IN  May,  1783,  I  dire£led  the  Coro  Parfnip  to  a 
girl,  eighteen  or  twenty  years  old,  faid  to  have  Suf¬ 
fered  feveral  attacks  of  epilepfy.  I  quellioned  the 
perfon  who  applied  to  me,  and  believed  that  to  be 
her  difeafe  ;  lince  then  I  have  conveffed  with  the 
patient,  and  thofe  who  have  feen  her  in  the  fit,  and 
they  very  exactly  defcribe  the  epilepfy.  She  was 
always  in  ill  health,  from  the  firft  invafion,  till  fhe 
uled  this  medicine  ;  complained  of  lofs  of  appetite, 
anxiety,  diftrefs,  and  trembling  in  the  region  of  the 
Itomach,  &c.  Since  then  fhe  has  been  entirely  free 
from  every  complaint  :  But  it  is  remarkable,  that 
having  expended  her  firft  fupply,  and  being  obliged 
to  remit  the  ufe  of  it  for  eight  or  ten  days,  her  un¬ 
favorable  fymptoms  returned  ;  but  were  removed 
as  foon  as  fhe  could  have  recourfe  to  the  medicine, 
I  faw  her  a  few  weeks  fince  ;  fhe  was  then  in  good 
health. 

1  have  commonly  prescribed  two  or  three 
drachms  of  the  pulverized  roots  to  be  taken  every 
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day  for  a  great  length  of  time,  and  a  ftrong  infufion 
of  the  leaves  and  tops  to  be  drank  at  bed  time. 
The  patient  in  the  fourth  cafe  chewed  it,  inftead  of 
tobacco,  conflantly, 

o  n  reading  this  plain  narrative  of  five  epileptic 
patients,  three  of  whom  feem  to  have  derived  effen- 
tial  relief  from  the  medicine  here  recommended, 
while  two  others  received  not  the  fmalleft  advan¬ 
tage,  it  is  obvious  to  remark,  that  in  different  fub- 
je6ts  the  difeafe  may  be  fpecifically  different.  But 
although  it  has  been  in  my  way  to  have  feen  the 
trial  of  the  cow  parfnip  oftener  than  any  phyfician 
of  my  acquaintance  ;  and  as  matter  of  novelty,  and 
curiofity,  I  have  minutely  attended  to  its  effe&s  in 
all  thefe  cafes,  yet  I  cannot  point  out  any  of  thofe 
pathological  diftin&ions  which  are  to  determine 
when  it  may  be  mod  expedient  to  advife  it ;  unlefs 
we  may  be  guided  in  the  prefcription,  by  this  cir-. 
cumftance,  which  I  well  remember,  that  in  the  three 
fortunate  cafes  the  patients  were  remarkably  liable 
to  flatulence,  with  fymptoms  of  morbid  fenfibility 
of  the  flomach  ;  and  date  their  firfl  relief  from  the 
fenfation  of  a  more  firm  and  healthful  tone  of  that 
organ  and  the  camianative  elfie&s  of  the  medicine. 
If  what  is  here  related  fliall  induce  any  gentleman 
to  make  trial  of  it,  I  fliall  be  happy  to  be  confirmed 
in  the  opinion  that  it  is  a  medicine  of  great  efficacy, 
and  will  perhaps  not  unfrequently  be  found  to  pro¬ 
duce  very  agreeable  effiefts. 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE  IV. 

An  Account  of  the  fuccefsful  Treatment  of  a  Para¬ 
lysis  of  the  Lower  Limbs,  occafioned  by  a 
curvature  of  the  Spine.  Communicated  by 
NATHANIEL  W.  APPLETON,  A.  M. 
A.  A .  S.  Fellow  of  the  Maffachufetts  Medical  So¬ 
ciety ,  and  Phyfician  at  Bofon . 

BOSTON,  October,  i 786-. 

To  the  MASSACHUSETTS  MEDICAL  SO¬ 
CIETY. 

GENTLE  ME  N, 

In  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  year,  a  cafe  of 
paralyfis  of  the  lower  limbs  has  occurred  to  my  prac¬ 
tice.  I  now  take  the  liberty  to  communicate  it,  for 
your  infpeftion  ;  probably  the  fuccefs  attending  the 
treatment,  may  induce  others  to  try  the  like  method 
in  fimilar  cafes. 

john  — —— ,  a  negro  boy,  born  in  this  town 
at  the  age  of  ten  months  could  go  alone,  and  ap¬ 
peared  in  every  refpecl  a  well  formed  and  healthy 
child,  until  he  was  about  twenty  two  months  old,  at 
which  time  he  was  obferved  to  faulter  in  his  fteps 
and  to  trip  up,  without  any  evident  caufe,  when 
walking  acrofs  the  floor.  Upon  endeavoring  to 
(land  upright,  his  ancles  and  knees  grew  fliff,  and 

he 
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he  would  pitch  forward..  When  held  up  by  the 
arms  he  would  point  his  toes  forward,  throw  his 
body  back,  and  in  that  pofition  allow  himfeif  to  be 
moved  onward,  but  without  touching  his  heels  to 
the  ground.  At  this  time,  viz.  about  15th  lafl 
March,  I  was  fent  for  to  vifit  him,  and  upon  find¬ 
ing  his  complaints  as  mentioned  above,  immediately 
fufpedled  his  diford'er  to  arife  from,  or  be  accompa¬ 
nied  -with,  a  curvature  of  the  fpine ;  a  difeafe 
particularly  treated  of  by  Pott ,  in  fome  of  the 
late  editions  of  his  chirurgical  works,  and  called  a 
paralyfis  of  the  lower  limbs.  Upon  viewing  the 
child’s  back,  there  was  evidently  a  curvature  of  the 
dorfal  vertebrae  ;  alfo  an  oblong  fwelling  nearly  the 
fize  of  an  hen’s  egg,  fituated  between  the  bafe  of 
tl;e  right  fcapula,  the  lower  vertebras  of  the  neck 
and  upper  of  the  back,  which  gave  him  fome  pain 
when  handled.  In  addition  to  molt  of  the  fymptoms 
mentioned  by  that  author,  there  was  an  almoft  con- 
flant  and  very  painful  ere61ion  of  the  penis,  cfpec- 
ially  when  put  upon  his  feet  ;  he  was  not  able  to 
turn  hirnfelf  in  bed,  and  when  fitting  in  a  chair, 
would  bend  his  head  forward  almoil  to  meet  his 
knees.  Several  medical  gentlemen  of  my  acquaint¬ 
ance  vifited  the  child  with  me  ;  we  all  agreed  that 
this  was  a  proper  fubjeft;  for  a  trial  of  Pott's  meth¬ 
od  of  treatment.*  Accordingly  on  25th  March,  I 
applied  two  cauftics,  each  of  the  fize  of  a  nine  pen- 

ny 

*  Vide  the  chirurgical  works  of  Bercivajl  Pott,  F.  R.  S.  Vol. 
III.  page  393.  Lond.  1783, 
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ny  piece,  one  On  each  fide  of  the  middle  of  the  dor- 
fal  vertebrae,  about  two  inches  apart.  In  a  few  days 
the  efchars  threw  off.  After  fome  time  and  trouble 
the  iflues  began  to  difcharge,  and  the  patient  remain¬ 
ed  much  the  fame,  until  about  three  months 
after  the  running  commenced  ;  at  which  time  all 
the  bad  fymptoms  began  to  lelfen  ;  he  could  turn 
himfelf  in  bed,  and  could  walk  a  little  by  holding  of 
the  chairs.  See .  exa&ly  fimilar  to  a  young  childs’  firft 
learning  to  go  alone.  He  has  now  entirely  recov¬ 
ered  the  ufe  of  his  limbs,  and  is  apparently  as  well  as 
ever,  or  as  any  other  child  of  his  age.  One  of  the 
ilfues  healed  up  in  a  few  weeks,  the  other  remains 
open  ;  the  tumor  mentioned  above  has  almoft  dis¬ 
appeared,  and  gives  no  pain  when  handled.* 

\  '  -  k 

*  The  ifilie  remained  open  twelve  months  ;  the  tumor  has  dif« 
appeared,  and  the  patient  been  well  ever  lince.— March,  1790*, 


article 
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ARTICLE  V. 


Remarks  upon  the  fuperior  advantages  of  covering 
with  the  fkin,  parts  recently  expofed.  Commu¬ 
nicated  by  the  late  Dr.  EDWARD  WYER, 
Fellow  of  the  Maffachufetts  Medical  Society ,  and 
Phyfician  at  Halifax ,  Nova  Scotia. 


HALIFAX,  December,  1784. 

To  the  MASSACHUSETTS  MEDICAL  SO¬ 
CIETY. 


GENTLEMEN, 

Amidst  the  many  improvements  that  are 
daily  made  in  the  different  branches  of  our  profef- 
lion,  the  great  fuccefs  which  has  been  found  to  fol¬ 
low  attempts  to  cover  large  denuded  furfaces  (after 
capital  operations)  with  the  natural  Ikin,  inflead  of 
lint  and  other  fubftances,  appears  to  demand  par¬ 
ticular  attention. 


a  pamphlet*  lated  publilhed  in  England  upon 
an  improved  method  of  amputating,  and  treating 
the  flump,  was  font  me  Ihortly  after  it  made  its  firff 
appearance.  The  plan  propofed,  appeared  to  me 
fo  rational,  that  I  determined  to  try  it  whenever  a 

proper 


*  Practical  obfervations  upon  amputation  and  the  after  treat¬ 
ment.  By  Edward  Alanfon,  furgeon  to  the  Liverpool  infirmary. 
Lond,  1779. 
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proper  cafe  fhould  occur.  Shortly  after,  I  had  oc¬ 
casion  to  amputate  a  leg,  and  an  arm  ;  I  proceeded 
as  the  author  (Mr.  Alanfon)  direfls  :  The  very  fa¬ 
vourable  event  furprifed  feveral  of  my  medical 
friends,  who  were  fpe£lators  of  the  whole  procefs. 
The  flump  of  the  leg  was  completely  healed  in  fix- 
teen  days,  the  arm  in  three  weeks.  I  am  confident 
there  was  not  fecreted,  upon  both  flumps  together, 
fo  much  as  four  ounces  of  pus  ;  the  patients  never 

i 

complained  of  the  leaf!  pain  in  removing  the  dreff- 
ings,  or  did  a  fin  gle  un  plea  fan  t  fymptpm  occur  from 
the  amputation  of  cither,  , 

as  I  prefume  the  pamphlet  I  have  mentioned 
has  been  feen  by  the  faculty  in  New  England,  I 
think  it  ncediefs  to  repeat  the  particulars  of  my  pro¬ 
cedure  in  the  above  cafes,  when  I  affirm  that  I  fol¬ 
lowed  in  every  particular,  the  method  therein  rec-, 
ommended.  ^ 

in  a  child  of  four  years  of  age,  I  lately  cut  for 
the  flone,  the  cure  was  completed  by  the  fir  ft  inten¬ 
tion  in  the  courfe  of  thirty  days,  without  the  leafl 
inflammation  or  formation  of  matter. 

a  friend  of  mine  in  London,  has  lately  fent 
me  a  cafe  in  which  it  was  neceffary  to  apply  the 
trepan.  The  bone  was  firfl  laid  bare,  by  dividing 
the  fcalp  with  a  crucial  incifion,  and  then  differing 
back  the  four  corners  ;  care  was  taken  to  leave  the 
pericranium  on  every  part,  but  juft  where  the  bone 

was 
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was  to  be  taken  out.  After  removing  the  extrava- 
fated  blood  from  the  dura  mater,  the  parts  were 
carefully  cleanfed  by  a  foft  fponge,  and  warm  wa¬ 
ter  ;  then  the  four  flaps  cf  fkin,  with  the  adhering 
cellular  membrane  which  had  been  turned  back, 
were  brought  into  their  proper  places,  and  fecurcd 
by  flrips  of  dicking  plaider  ;  they  foon  united  with 
the  pericranium,  and  the  cure  was  completed  in  lefs 
than  half  the  time,  which  is  generally  found  necef- 
fary  in  the  ufual  way  of  proceeding  in  fimilar  in- 
dances. 

the  cafe  I  have  now  taken  the  liberty  of  laying 
before  your  fociety,  appears  to  me  a  mod  convincing 
proof  of  the  great  propriety  of  endeavoring  in  ev¬ 
ery  cafe,  which  will  admit  it,  to  cover  with  the  fkin, 
fuch  parts  as  have  been  laid  bare  in  any  kind  of  in¬ 
jury,  or  operation. 

•  * 

on  the  15th  of  November,  1784,  M.  Reed,  aged 

45,  defired  my  opinion,  of  a  large  fweiling  fituated 
upon  the  back  fide  of  the  middle  of  the  left  thigh. 
She  informed  me  it  had  been  gradually  forming 
feven  years  ;  that  its  increafe  lately  had  been  very 
rapid  ;  it  was  free  from  pain,  but  was  very  inconve¬ 
nient  when  die  either  fat  or  walked. 

1  found  the  fweiling  in  the  place  mentioned; 
its  fize  was  about  that  of  two  fids,  the  figmre  coni- 
cal ;  it  meafured  about  feven  inches  in  circumfer¬ 
ence  at  the  bads  ;  was  about  five  inches  hijrh,  and 

terminated 
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terminated  in  a  point  like  the  dug  of  a  cow  :  The 
colour  of  the  body  of  it  was  white  ;  towards  the  end 
it  was  of  a  deep  red  ;  it  had  the  ufual  feel  of  a  flea-* 
tomatous  tumor,  and  feemed  to  originate  below  the 
furface  of  the  thisdi. 

from  a  consideration  of  its  Situation,  which  was 
at  fome  diftance  from  any  large  veffels  ;  of  its  in- 
creafe,  which  lately  had  been  rapid  ;  and  of  her  gen¬ 
eral  health,  which  was  good,  I  advifed  an  immedi¬ 
ate  removal  of  it.  She  confcnted,  and  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day  I  did  it  ;  firft  making  a  longitudinal  in- 
cihon,  and  then  differing  it  out,  in  doing  which,  I 
had  occalion  to  lay  bare  a  portion  of  the  pe&ineus, 
and  part  of  the  two  leffer  heads,  of  the  triceps  femo- 
ris  mufcles.  As  my  patient  was  pofleffed  of  great 
fortitude,  I  took  my  own  time,  and  differed  out  the 
cyft  complete ;  two  Small  arteries  were  divided, 
which  were  caiily  flopt  by  the  fingers  of  an  affiftant. 
I  was  very  careful  to  Save  as  much  Ikin  as  poflible, 
a  precaution  I  have  often  experienced  the  utility 
of,  in  different  operations.  Upon  cleanfing  the 
cavity  with  a  Sponge  and  warm  water,  it  appeared 
very  large,  and  gave  me  good  reafon  to  expedf  con¬ 
siderable  time  would  be  necelfary  to  complete  the 
cure. 

instead  of  cramming  the  wound  with  lint,  Szc. 
as  is  the  cuftom  after  mojR:  large  operations,  I  made 
an  attempt  to  bring  the  oppofite  edges  of  the  Ikin 

into 
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into  cantafl ;  I  found  it  might  eafily  be  done.  I 
now  thought  this  a  good  cafe,  in  which  to  try  what 
might  be  effedled,  in  attempting  to  cover  fo  large  a 
cavity  with  the  fkin,  and  effedl  a  reunion  by  the  firft 
intention,  without  the  interpofition  of  any  foreign 
body  whatever.  I  accordingly  retained  the  oppo- 
fite  lides  of  the  Ikin,  and  cellular  membrane,  by 
feveral  ftiches  at  about  an  inch  diftance  from  each 
other,  the  edges  fortunately  fitted  very  exadlly  ;  I 
left  the  moll  depending  corner  open  as  a  drain  ;  the 
wound  was  then  covered  with  dry  lint,  over  that  a 
comprefs,  and  the  whole  fecured  by  the  common 
fpiral  bandage. 

JL  O 

the  next  day  I  found  my  patient  walking  in  the 
yard,  without  the  leaft  pain.  I  immediately  order¬ 
ed  her  to  bed,  and  enjoined  perfe£l  reft,  fearing  the 
ditches  might  be  broke  out  by  motion.  As  the 
drefiings  remained  as  I  left  them  the  day  before,  I 
made  no  attempt  to  remove  them.  On  the  day 
following,  I  found  the  drefiings  moiftened  with  a 
difeharge  ;  I  now  removed  them,  and  found  the 
edges  of  th£  wound  in  perfecl  conta£l ;  not  the  leaft 
fwelling  Or  inflammation  ;  no  fever,  nor  any  one 
unpleafant  fymptom.  I  applied  a  finall  pledgit  of 
wax  and  oil,  and  left  her  in  bed,  but  was  told  at 
my  vifit  the  next  day,  that  the  was  too  well 
to  be  confined.  I  drefled  her  as  before  :  Judge 
what  muft  have  been  the  fatisfa£lion  I  felt,  upon 
handling  the  part,  to  find  that  the  cavity  feemed  in 
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a  manner  obliterated  ;  that  the  corner  I  had  left: 
open,  was  the  only  appearance  of  a  wound  ;  that 
the  matter  difcharged  was  good,  though  rather  co- 
pious ;  that  a  complete  reunion  had  taken  place  ;  in 
a  word,  that  there  was  not  the  lead  drawing  or 
firetching  upon  moving  the  leg ;  that  fhe  could 
eat,  drink,  and  deep,  and  was  in  good  fpirits,  think¬ 
ing  herfelf  almoll  well* 

i  gave  her  the  bark,  to  obviate  the  confequences 
of  a  too  free  difcharge,  and  dill  enjoined  reft. 

i  continued  to  drefs  her  as  above,  for  ten  days 
longer,  at  which  time  the  lower  corner  was  clofed, 
not  the  lead  deformity  remained,  and  fhe  was  dif¬ 
charged  in  perfe£l  health,  in  twelve  days  from  the 
operation. 

upon  opening  the  tumor  after  it  was  removed, 
a  fatty  fubftance  was  found,  contained  in  a  com¬ 
plete  cyft. 

that  parts  pofteding  the  principle  of  life,  when 
deprived  of  their  natural  coverings  and  kept  in  con¬ 
fab,  will  readily  unite,  is  proved  not  only  by  many 
experiments  made  to  afcertain  the  fa6l,  but  alfo  by 
daily  experience  in  pradlice. 

that  to  a  mufcle,  nerve,  tendon,  or  blood  vef- 
fel,  laid  bare  by  any  means,  a  fofter  and  lefs  irritat¬ 
ing  fubftance  cannot  be  applied  than  that  of  the 
fkin  and  cellular  membrane,  is  determined  beyond 
difpute. 


that 
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that  granulation  proceeds  moll  rapidly  where 
there  is  ieafl  irritation,  is  a  faff  generally  admitted. 

that  the  quantity  of  pus  depends  upon  that 
particular  configuration  of  veffels,  which  inflamma¬ 
tion  produces,  all  allow. 

and*  that  the  inflammation  will  depend  upon 
the  degree  of  irratibility  of  the  parts,  and  the  de¬ 
gree  of  flimulus  applied  to  them*  is  extremely  ob- 
ViouSi 

7 

the  coticlufions  I  would  draw  from  the  above 
particulars,  are,  that  in  every  inftance  where  the 
fkin  can  any  way  be  brought  to  cover  parts  lately 
expofed,  the  confequences  will  be,  the  faving  the 
patient  much  pain  and  inflammation  ;  and  if  the 
part  is  extremely  irritable,  perhaps  frequent  fpafms* 
and  confiderable  feven  The  granulation  by  which 
the  lofs  of  fubftance  will  be  reflored,  will  be  much 
more  rapid,  and  all  or  mofi  of  the  difagreeable  con¬ 
fequences  of  large  difeharges,  floughing  of  the 
neighbouring  parts.  See .  will  by  this  method  of 
drefling  be  in  a  great  meafure  prevented.  To  fup- 
port  thefe  conclufions,  I  think  the  cafe  I  have  re¬ 
lated  might  with  propriety  be  quoted  ;  but  evefy 
gentleman  who  has  been  in  the  habit  of  feeing  much 
bufinefs,  muff  be  convinced  of  the  fuperior  advan¬ 
tages  of  the  method  1  followed  in  this  cafe  to  thofe 
commonly  ufed  in  fimilar  inflances. 


E 


IT 
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it  affords  a  pleafant  reflection  that  our  art,  like 
the  art  of  war,  is  humanized  in  a  degree  not  known 
in  former  ages  ;  and  that  the  freedom  of  inquiry  fo 
generally  admitted  at  this  day,  joined  to  the  liberal 
manner  in  which  each  individual  appears  difpofed 
to  communicate  his  difcoveries  to  his  brethren,  are 
the  fources  from  which  we  have  derived,  and  may 
Hill  continue  to  derive,  the  moll  nfeful  information. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

c 

A  Cafe  of  Empyema,  faccef fully  treated  by  the  Op¬ 
eration.  Communicated  by  ISAAC  RAND,  Efq. 
Vice  Prefident  of  the  Majfachufetts  Medical  So¬ 
ciety,  and  Phyfician  at  Cambridge . 

CAMBRIDGE,  May,  17S3. 

To  the  MASSACHUSETTS  MEDICAL  SO¬ 
CIETY. 

GENTLE  M E  N , 

In  May,  1756,  James  Monro,  an  apprentice 
to  a  blackfifoith,  in  Cambridge,  was  feized  with  a 
pleuro  peripneumony.  The  third  day  of  the  dif- 
eafe  I  law  him,  bled  him  that  and  the  next  day,  and 
with  the  ufual  treatment,  the  complaints  partially 
terminated  the  feventh,  by  expectoration.  I  law 
him  occafionally  from  time  to  time,  until  the  8th  of 

June  ; 
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j  une  :  He  then  went  to  his  parents.at  Lexington^and 
continued  there  about  fourteen  days,  in  which  time 
he  grew  much  worfe.  June  27th,  late  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  I  was  dehred  to  vifit  him,  and  was  informed  that 
two  days  before,  when  his  brother  was  helping  him 
from  his  horfe,  fomething  had  broken  within  him, 
but  had  no  difcharge  by  the  mouth  ;  I  was  much  fur- 
prifed  to  find  his  thorax  fo  largely  diltended,  and 
attended  with  vafl  difficulty  of  refpiration,  which 

V  S 

threatened  fuffocation  ;  upon  preffiire  from  fide  to 
fide,  or  from  the  back  to  the  breafl,  there  was  an  ev¬ 
ident  fluctuation  of  a  great  quantity  of  fluid,  and  no 
expe&oration.  I  propofed,  as  the  only  method  of 
relief  (the  operation  for  the  empyema)  which  I  could 
fuggeft.  He  was  very  averfe  to  it ;  but  after  a  little 
reflection,  as  he  was  confcious  that  he  was  in  ex¬ 
treme  danger,  he  confeMted.  Being  called  fo  late  in 
the  evening,  and  not  being  provided  for  the  operas 
tion,  as  I  was  then  three  miles  from  home,  deferred 
it  until  the  next  morning.  I  faw  him  early,  and 
nothing  having  occured  to  prohibit  the  evacuation  \ 

of  the  fluid,  I  made  an  opening  of  three  quarters  of 
an  inch,  at  the  ufual  place  on  the  left  fide,  as  his 
complaints  had  been  mofl  fevere  there,  (no  one  part 
being  more  prominent  than  the  other)  and  difcharged 
about  five  pints  of  thick  pus.  As  he  began  to  faint, 

I  flopped  the  orifice,  and  fecured  the  dreffings  with 
proper  bandage.  On  the  fecond  morning  the  dif¬ 
charge  was  about  the  fame, quantity  ;  on  the  third 

E  2  morning 
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morning  about  two  quarts,  and  at  each  time  flowed 
with  great  violence.  Gri  the  fourth  morning  I 
found  him  very  faint  ;  a  great  quantity  of  pus  had 
been  difcharged  ;  had  wet  through  the  feather  and 
ftraw  bed,  and  near  a  quart  of  pus  ran  on  the  floor. 
Upon  removing  the  dreffings,  I  was  much  furprifed 
to  find  a  part  of  the  lungs  (as  big  as  a  nutmeg)  pro¬ 
truding  through  the  orifice  in  the  fide,  in  a  mortifi¬ 
ed  Hate ;  and  as  in  defperate  cafes,  doubtful  and 
bold  methods  may  be  purfued,  I  extra£fed  the 
part  of  the  lungs,  until  I  difcovered  the  termination 
of  the  difeafed  part,  and  cut  it  off  clofe  to  the  unin- 
fe£led  part,  and  then  replaced  it  in  the  thorax,  and 
fecured  the  dreffings  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  like  accident  again.  On  the  fifth  day  from 
the  opening  his  fide,  he  received  the  fumes  of  pulv, 
G.  thuris,  maflich.  myrrh,  et  oliban.  through  an 
inverted  funnel  into  his  lungs  by  his  mouth,  and  in 
nine  days  the  fumes  pail  through  his  lungs  and 
came  out  at  the  orifice  in  his  fide  ;  during  which 
time  he  took  no  medicine  but  a  deco6tion  of  cor t. 
peruv.  the  abfcefs  and  the  external  opening  healed 
in  fixteen  days,  and  he  recovered  his  ufual  Hate  of 
health.  In  the  month  of  O&ober  following  he 
went  as  a  foldier  to  garrifon  fort  Cumberland,  in 
Nova  Scotia  ;  was  there  eighteen  months  ;  returned 
in  good  health,  and  has  followed  his  bufinefs  of  a 
blackfmith  ever  fince.  He  is  fubje6l  to  the  afth- 
ma,  but  it  is  a  family  diforder. 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE  VII. 

% 

Qbfervations  on  the  Hydrocephalus  Internus, 
Communicated  hy  ISAAC  RAND,,  jun.  A .  M. 
Fellow  of  the  Majfachufetts  Medical  Society ,  and 
Phyfician  at  Bofon . 

BOSTON,  April,  17S9. 

To  the  MASSACHUSETTS  MEDICAL  SQ-* 

CIETY, 

GENTLEMEN, 

The  hydrocephalus  interims  is  a  difeafe, 
fo  infidious  in  its  attack,  often  rapid  in  its  progrefs, 
and  fatal  in  its  termination,  that  any  hints  ariling 
from  the  infpeflion  of  the  parts  difeafed,  that  may 
tend  to  point  it  out  in  its  accefs,  and  contribute  to 
a  more  fuccefsful  mode  of  praflice  than  the  pref- 
ent,  I  doubt  not  will  be  candidly  received  by  phy~ 
ficians. 

1  hope  to  throw  fome  light  upon  the  difeafe,  in 
the  following  obfervations,  upon  the  appearances  of 
the  internal  parts  of  the  head  of  S.  W.  who  died  of 
an  acute  hydrocephalus  internus,  the  20th  of  Janu- 
ary,  1789,  whom  I  firft  faw  in  the  fecond  ftage  of 
the  difeafe,  the  10th  of  the  month.  The  21ft  I  in- 
fpefled  the  head  in  pre fence  of  Dr,  Kail. 


AFTER 
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after  the  integuments  of  the  cranium  were  re-, 
moved,  the  bones,  inftead  of  a  blueifh  white,  ap^ 
peared  rather  of  a  florid  color  ;  and  when  feparat- 
ed  from  the  dura  mater,  the  veffels  of  the  internal 
parts  of  the  cranium  were  turgid  with  blood  :  But 
there  was  no  effuhon  of  blood  or  watar  between 
the  dura  mater  and  the  cranium,  or  between  the 
membranes  and  brain.  The  dura  and  pia  mater 
were  inflamed  ;  the  veffels  to  their  remote  ft  feries 
in  the  convolutions  and  plicatures  of  the  cerebrum 
and  cerebellum  were  very  much  diftended  with 
blood  ;  and  upon  removing  the  hemifpheres  of  the 

j 

cerebrum,  we  found,  under  the  corpus  callofum,  in 
the  lateral  ventricles,  between  two  and  three  ounces 
of  a  pellucid  lymph,  which  gufhed  out  with  great 
force  ;  and  upon  gently  moving  the  head  from  fide 
to  fide,  a  fluid,  tinged  with  blood,  flowed  out  to  the 
amount  of  almoft  an  ounce.  The  other  parts  were 
in  a  natural  ftate. 

the  hydrocephalus  internus  has  been  efteemed 
by  moil  phyficians,  except  the  late  Dr.  Fothergill, 
a  chronic  difeafe.  In  this  child  it  was  evidently 
an  acute  one.  I  had  never  before  feen  this  difeafe 
in  fo  young  a  child,*  although  I  have  attended  fevr 
en  with  it :  One  adult,  a  mifs  of  ten  years,  and 
five,  all  females,  between  five  and  three  years  of 
age  ;  in  all  of  whom  it  was  an  acute  difeafe,  except 
^he  adult. 

Eighteen  months. 


FROM 
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from  the  rather  florid  appearance  of  the  extcr- 
nal  and  internal  parts  of  the  bones  of  the  cranium, 
the  plethoric  flate.  of  the  veflels  of  the  meninges  of 
the  brain,  is  it  not  probable  that  the  effufion  of 
water  into  the  ventricles  of  the  brain,  was  the  effefit 
of  inflammation  or  plethora  of  the  velfels  of  the 

'  v 

brain  ;  than  that  the  preffure  of  the  water  in  the 
ventricles  was  the  caufe  of  inflammation  of  the 
meninges  ?  In  fupport  of  this  opinion,  I  would  ob^ 
ferve*  the  plexus  choroides  is  a  vafcular  web,  con- 
lifting  of  a  great  number  of  arterial  and  venal  ram¬ 
ifications,  partly  collc&ed  in  two  loofe  fafciculi, 
which  lie  one  in  each  lateral  ventricle,  and  partly 
expanded  over  the  neighbouring  parts  ;  and  contin¬ 
ued  in  part  into  the  third  ventricle  ;  from  which 
ftruffure  any  inflammation  or  plethora  of  the 
veffels  of  the  brain  in  young  fubjefifs,  or  adults 
of  a  lax  irritable  habit,  will  more  probably  pro¬ 
duce  an  effufion  of  water  into  the  ventricles,  than 
any  other  parts  of  the  brain  :  For  by  the  great  dif- 
tenfion  of  the  fanguiferous  arteries,  the  lymph  will 
be  exhaled  in  too  great  quantities  for  the  lymphat¬ 
ics  to  abforb  ;  the  confequence  of  which  will  be  a 
dropfy  of  the  ventricles  of  the  brain.  May  we  not 
thence  infer  that  the  hydrocephalus  internus  is  a 
confequence  of,  and  not  an  idiopathic  difeafe  ? 
+  Wepferi  hifforias  apoplefticorum  furnifh  inflances 
of  the  ventricles  being  partly  filled  with  lymph,  and 

the 

*  Window's  Anatomy  of  the  Brain. 

f  Hiftorias  apoplec.  hift.  fecunda,  tertia  et  qnarta. 
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the  plexus  choroides  being  turgid  with  blood,  and[ 
Qtherwife  difeafed.  Morgagni*  de  cauhs  et  fedi- 
bus  morborum  per  anatomen  indagatis,  in  epiflola 
de  apoplexia  ferofa,  mentions  the  plexus  choroides 
being  turgid  with  vehicles  of  water  ;  and  fubjoins, 
at  No.  33,  “  fed  tu  fortaffis  cum  iis  facis  qqi  aquae 
effuflionem  malunt  nunquam  apoplexiae  caufam 
effe  fed  effe&um  ejufdem  caufae,  quae  apoplexiam 
facit,  ut  puta  fanguinis  in  vafis  quae  in  cerebrq  et 
circa  cerebrum  funt  reftitantis.,,t 

the  proximate  caufes  of  the  inflammation  and 
plethora  of  the  veflels  of  the  meninges  of  the  brain, 

are  . 

#  Morgagni  de  caufis  et  fedib.  morb.  in  epiftola  duodecima  de 
hydroceph.  interno. 

f  tc  The  parts  of  the  body  are  fucceflively  evolved  ;  the  head, 
which  for  feveral  purpofes  of  the  animal  economy,  is  firft  evolved, 
and  comes  firft  to  its  full  ftze.  This  certainly  happens  from  the 
veftels  of  the  head,  being  in  refpedt  of  capacity  and  denfity,  fuited 
to  that  end  ;  and  confequently  in  the  firft  part  of  life,  the  blood  is 
determined,  in  a  proportionally  greater  quantity,  into  the  veftels  of 
the  head,  than  into  other  parts  of  the  fyftem  ;  and  it  is  fufficiently 
probable,  that  this  proportion  is  greater  as  the  animal  is  nearer 
to  its  origin,  and  continues  greater  till  the  body  attains  its  full 
growth. 5,#  After  the  bones  of  the  cranium  are  fo  far  oflified  as  to 
prevent  any  further  enlargement  of  its  contents,  the  chylopoetic 
fyftem  ftill  generates  fuch  a  quantity  of  fluids,  as  not  only  to  repair 
the  wafte  of  the  body  by  exercife,  &c.  but  to  contribute  to  its  in- 
create,  till  it  has  attained  its  acme.  In  infancy,  therefore,  there  is 
a  greater  difpofttion  to  a  plethora  of  the  veftels  of  the  brain,  whicl^ 
genders  that  age  more  fubjedt  to  difeafe,  terminating  in  hydroce¬ 
phalus  internus,  than  perhaps  any  other  ftage  of  exiftence. 

*  Cyhen’s  Materia  Medica.  Diftribution  of  the  Fluids,  Art.  Hi, 
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are  an  increafed  aftion  of  the  veffels  in  the  fyftem 
in  general ;  an  inflammatory  diathefis  ;  fupprefled 
excretions  ;  violent  exercife ;  unnatural  pofitions  of 
the  body  and  head ;  a  fpafm  upoil  the  fuperficial  vef- 
fels ;  the  expofure  of  the  naked  head  to  the  fun,  and 
whatever  may  dire 611  y  ftimulate  the  membranes  of 
the  brain, 

the  diagnoftic  is  of  the  utmoft  importance,  efpec- 
ially  in  the  firfl  ftage  ;  as  we  may  infer  from  the 
many  hiltories  of  unfuccefsful  cafes,  although  at¬ 
tended  by  the  moll  eminent  of  the  profeflion  in  Eu¬ 
rope  and  America;  and  I  fear  ever  will  be,  unlefs  we 
can  difcover  the  difeafe  before  it  arrives  at  the  fee- 
ond  ftage,  when  the  pulfe  begins  to  be  flower  than 
natural,  and  irregular  ;  Then  every  effort  will  prove 
abortive,  as  the  effufion  of  the  lymph  then  begins 
to  take  place  in  the  ventricles  of  the  brain. 

children,  and  fome  adults  of  irritable  habits, 
are  the  fubjefls  of  it. 

in  the  firft  ftage  the  pulfe  is  quick,  fometimes 
hard  and  feverifh  ;  the  head  is  always  hot  from  the 
firft  accefs,  as  are  the  prsecordia. 

the  fever  is  irregular  in  its  acceflions  and  remif- 
fions  ;  of  no  certain  type,  but  increafing  towards  e- 
vening.  Moft  complain  of  a  pain  in  fome  part  be¬ 
low  the  head  ;  moft  commonly  about  the  nape  of 
the  neck  and  fhoulders, 
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the  head  and  ftomach  are  difordered  more  or 
lefs  from  the  beginning  ;  fome  have  violent  head- 
achs,  and  ficknefs  at  the  ffomach  alternately,  and 
often  complain  of  a  molt  acute  pain,  deep  feated  in 
the  head,  and  extending  acrofs  the  forehead,  and 
through  the  temples  ;  often  crying  out  in  the  mod 
affe£tihg  manner — Oh,  my  head  !  Oh,  lam fick  ! — are 
redlefs  in  the  night ;  icreaniing,  as  if  fomething  had 
hurt  them,  and  fqueez.e  the  fides  of  their  head  with 
great  violence. 

they  are  averfe  to  light,*  and  fhun  it  as  much  as. 
poffible  :  The  pupils  are  a  little  contracted  ;  they 
vomit  once  or  twice  in  a  day  :  Some  bleed  at  the 
nofe,  which  affords  a  temporary  relief.  One  cir- 
cumdance,  almod  peculiar  to  this  difeafe,  all  with¬ 
out  exception  are  lo  codive,  as  to  require  the  mod 
active  cathartics,  affided  with  dimulating  glyders  to 
procure  dools,  which  are  of  a  very  dark  greenilh 
color,  with  an  oilinefs,  or  glaffey  bile,  rather  than 
the  natural  dime  that  accompanies  worms  ;  and  fin- 
gularly  offenfive. 

they  are  averfe  to  motion  ;  lofe  their  appetite  * 
are  thirdy,  and  fwallow  with  great  greedinefs.  Mod 
of  the  complaints  arifing  from  irritation  of  the 

brain, 

*  The  contraction  of  the  pupils,  and  the  averfion  to  light,  in  the 
drd  and  beginning  of  the  fecond  ftage  of  the  difeafe,  depend  upon 
the  inflamed  date  of  the  meninges  of  the  brain,  which  increafe  the 
fenfibility  of  the  iris. 
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brain,  accompany  this  difeafe.*  In  the  fecond  ftage 
the  pulfe  is  flow  ;  very  irregular  ;  often  not  exceed¬ 
ing  forty  in  a  minute  ;  the  pupils  are  dilated  ;  fome- 
times  there  is  an  extreme  vigilance  ;  oftener  a  fom- 
nolency. 

dr.  Cullen  defines  it  in  his  nofology,  apopiexia 
hydrocephalica  paulatim  adoriens ;  infantes  et  impu- 
beres,  primum  laffitudine,  febricula  et  dolore  cap¬ 
itis,  dein  pulfu  tardiore,  pupillae  dilatatione;  et  fom- 
nolentia  afliciens  :  And  fubjoins  in  a  note,  in  opere 
nofo!ogico,morbos  qui  fubfuo  decurfu,  variam  indu- 
ant  formam,  rite  collocare,ideoque  apoplexice  hydro- 
cephalicae  locum  maxime  idoneum  aflignare,  diffici¬ 
le  eft.  Hunc  morbum  autem  fub  apoplexise  potius 
quam  hydrocephali  titulo  ponere  vellem  :  Primo, 
quia  hydrocephalus,  qui  hie  fubeft,  nequaquam 
fenfibus  evidens  eft  ;  dein  quia  hie  morbus  fymp- 
tomatis  ab  hydrocephalo  eviftente  plurimum  differt. 
Denique,  quia  caufa  proxima  et  tandem  fymptoma- 
tis,  apoplexiae  quam  maxime  affinis  eft. 

Method  of  Cure. 

IN  the  firft  ftage  the  moil  a£live  remedies  are  to 
be  ufed,  fuch  as  venaefe£tion  at  the  arm  or  jugular 

vein. 

*  Fide,  Whytt  on  hydroceph.  intern.  Fothergill  and  Watfon,  in 
London  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries,  vol.  4th.  Mofherby’s 
Medical  Dictionary,  voce,  hydroceph.  int.  Ree's  edition  of  Cham¬ 
bers’  Cyclopoedia,  voce,  hydroceph.  intern.  Percival,  and  Daw- 
fon,  in  Duncan’s  Medical  Commentaries  ;  and  Symmons,  in  ditto. 
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vein.  Apply  leeches  to  the  temples,  and  behind 
the  ears  ;  fcarify  and  cup  the  temples  ;  excite  an 
hemorrhage  at  the  nofe  ;  fcarify  and  cup  the  nape 
of  the  neck  ;*  give  gentle  cathartics,  as  they  open* 
ate  by  revulhon,  cool  the  body,  and  remove  any 
difficulty  in  the  circulation  through  the  lower  belly  ; 
affift  their  a£lion  with  ftimulating  glyffers  ;  keep  the 
body  in  an  eredi  pofition,  as  it  leffens  the  impulfe  of 
the  blood  upon  the  head,  and  facilitates  the  return 
of  the  refluent  blood  ;  ffiave  the  head,  bathe  it  with 
aether,  as  evaporation  generates  cold  by  abforbing 
the  heat  from  the  contiguous  parts,  and  will  have  a 
tendency  to  leffen  the  inflammation  of  the  internal 
parts  ;  biifter  the  whole  head,  and  keep  up  the  dif~ 
charge  with  the  veficating  ointment ;  biifter  the 
nape  of  the  neck,  the  temples,  and  behind  the  ears ; 

ivarm  pediluvia  ;  give  faline  draughts  and  faline 
diuretics.  May  not  naufeating  dofes,  by  leffening 
the  fpafm  upon  the  veffels  of  the  brain,  eafing 
pain,  and  diffufing  the  circulations,  be  advanta¬ 
geous  ? 

PERHAPS 

*  Morgagni  venarum  occipitalium  inciflionem  eximie  collaudat  $ 
quia  has  venae  intra  cranium  cum  utroque  laterali  finu  communi¬ 
cant,  eaque  propter  inftituta  ipfarum  fe£tione  fanguis  quern  in  finus 
conve&uroe  erant,  avertitur,  atque  bine  reliqui  fanguinis,  qui  per 
eofdem  ilnus  progeditur,  copia  minuitur  aliquantulum,  motus  au- 
tem  non  fine  emolumento  augetur.  Quia  vero  harum  venarum 
trunci  profundius  fiti,  et  non  nunquam  in  plures  minores  que  ramos 
divifi  reperiuntur,  cucurbitnlas  et  crebas ,  altafque  mdjfiones  ante  fe- 

rendas  putat.” - Hofmanni  Medic,  ratio,  Syjlem  ;  Tom,  IV  de  hte* 

tnonagia  cerebri . 
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perhaps  fome  from  timidity  may  be  reflrained 
from  bleeding  fuch  young  fubjefts,  to  whom  this 
difeafe  is  moll  incident.  The  great  Sydenham* 
long  fince  has  combated  this  prejudice,  and  proved 
the  great  utility  of  venxfe£tion  in  many  difeafes  of 
infants, 

in  the  fecond  ftage,  nothing  has  been  propofed 
that  I  know  of,  that  is  adequate  to  the  cure  or  re- 
lief.  There  is  therefore  every  ftimulus  to  induce 
phyficians  to  mark  with  precifion  the  fymptoms  de¬ 
noting  the  difeafe  in  the  firft  or  inflammatory  ftage* 

mercury  has  been  propofed  by  the  very  inge-' 
tiious  Percival  and  Dawfon,  u  and  much  has  been 
faid  in  favour  of  exciting  a  falivation  by  mercury, 
at  leafl  of  ufing  it  fo  as  to  reflore  the  necelfary  ab- 
forption  of  the  fluids  in  the  ventricles  of  the  brain  5 
but  it  is  obje£ted  that  when  mercury  has  been  ufe- 
ful,  the  difeafe  has  been  miftaken,  and  that  it  was 
not  the  hydrocephalus  internus.”f 

to  this  obferVation  it  may  be  added,  that  the  dif¬ 
eafe  would  probably  be  increafed  by  mercury,  when 
ufed  to  excite  a  falivation  in  the  firft*  ftage,  as  it 

would 

*  Sydenham  Hi/tor.  Morbil.  epid.  Anno.  1674,  et  Mead  do 
Moibillis. 

f  London  Medical  TranfaCtions,  Vol.  II.  Edinburgh  Medical 
Comment.  Vols.  V.  VII.  VIII.  Motherby's  Medical  Dictionary, 
Voce,  hydroceph.  int.  and  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries, 

Vol.  VI. 
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would,  by  its  irritation,  accelerate  the  fluids  in  the; 
carotids  and  vertebral  arteries,  and  therefore  increafe 
the  inflammation;  and  is  problematical  in  the  fec^ 
ond. 

In  one  cafe  of  an  adult,  in  whom  the  difeafe  was 
rather  chronic,  a  perpetual  blifler  to  the  head,  and  a 

i 

feton  in  the  nape  of  the  neck,  afforded  a  temporary 
relief,  and  protraHed  life. 

in  the  year  1783,  a  gentleman  of  the  faculty  ob- 
ferved  to  me,  that  he  had  infpedted  the  head  of  a 
child,  who  died  with  all  the  fymptoms  of  the  hy¬ 
drocephalus  internus  ;  and  that  he  and  another 
phylician  were  furprifed  that  there  was  no  water  in 
the  ventricles  of  the  brain,  but  that  the  meninges 
of  the  brain  were  very  much  inflamed* 

this  obfervation  led  me  to  pay  particular  atten¬ 
tion  to  this  difeafe  ;  and  the  next  child  I  faw  with 
it,  which  was  in  1784,  I  propofed,  in  a  confultation 
with  Dr.  Danforth,  venae fe6lion ;  and  notwithftand- 
ing  the  difeafe  was  in  the  beginning  of  the  fecond 
flage,  it  afforded  great  relief  from  pain,  and  a  truce 
to  the  difeafe  ;  however,  the  child  died. 

in  the  year  1785,  the  fifler  of  the  lafl  patient  was 
fcized  with  violent  pain  in  the  head,  deep  feated* 
and  extending  through  the  temples,  with  an  impa¬ 
tience  of  light,  ficknefs  at  ftomach,  extreme  coftive- 
nefs,  no  appetite.  Her  mother  early  confultcd  me, 

and 
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and  obferved  that  this  child’s  complaints  were  fo 
fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  other  daughter,  who  had  died 
the  year  before,  that  fhe  was  much  alarmed  ;  and 
therefore  afked  my  advice. 

1  thought  it  was  an  incipient  hydrocephalus  in- 
ternus.  I  bled  her  largely  at  the  arm,  gave  her  cool¬ 
ing  faline  cathartics  ;  hauflus  falinus  ;  ufed  warm 
pediluvia,and  a  ftri£lly  antiphlogifti-c  courfe  of  med¬ 
icines  and  diet,  by  which  fhe  was  reflored  to  health. 

since  I  wrote  the  above.  I  have  feen  an  inausru- 

*  o 

ral  thehs  in  the  thefaurus  medicus  novus  Edenfis,  by 
Dr.  Ouin,  de  hydrocephalo  interno,  publiihed  1786. 
When  I ‘read  it,  I  was  furprifed  that  Dr.  Quin,  fo 
long  fince  as  1779,  iliould  have  hinted,  and  brought 
fome  diffeclions  of  fubjefts  who  had  died  of  this  dif- 
eafe  in  proof  of  the  hydrocephalus  internus,  being  a 
confequence  of  inflammation  of  the  meninges  of  the 
brain  ;  and  propofed  a  method  of  cure,  fo  very  dif¬ 
ferent  from  every  author  I  have  feen  upon  the  fub- 

% 

ject  before  him :  And  that  no  author  who  had  fince 
written  upon  thfe  fubjefl,  that  I  know  of,  fhouid 
have  mentioned  it.* 

THE 

*  The  following  detached  ElTays  on  this  difeafe  have  been  pub- 

lifhed  fince  1779  : - Manning’s  improvements  in  the  modem 

practice  of  phyfic,  laft  edition. — Lee  Perkins,  v®l.  I,  of  fecond  de- 
cad  Med.  Commentaries,  1786. — Motherby’s  Medical  Didtionary, 
fecond  edition,  1785. — Doftor  Ree’s  edition  of  Chambers’ Cyclo¬ 
paedia,  1786. — Hooper  and  Lettfom  in  memoirs  of  the  London 
Medical  Society,  vol.  I,  1786.  None  of  which  take  any  notice  of 
Qniti’s  thefis. 
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the  monthly  review,  for  November,  1785,  ob- 
ferves,  that  Dr.  Withering,  on  the  digitalis,  con- 
\ enured  that  the  difeafe  arofe  from  inflammation* 
I  have  not  feen  the  eflay  on  the  digitalis. 

A  P  P  E  N  D  I  X.-*-March)  1790. 

J.  H.  a  mifs  between  four  and  five  years  old,  of 
a  light  complexion,  a  delicate*  irritable  habit ;  was 
feized  22d  January,  1790,  with  violent  pain  in  the 
fore  part  of  the  head  ;  an  inceflant  vomiting  of  bild 
and  phlegm.  She  had  been  coftive  fome  days,  and 
had  at  times  complained  of  pain  in  the  head  and 
neck,  previous  to  this  feizure* 

after  flie  had  been  indifpofed  three  days,  ashei* 
mother  thought  fhe  had  the  fymptoms  of  the  mea^ 
fles,  fhe  gave  her  a  vomit,  which  operated  kindly  ; 
notwithftanding,  the  ficknefs,  pain  in  the  head,  and 
coftivenefs  continued.  The  28th,  I  firfl  faw  her, 
late  in  the  evening  ;  fhe  was  in  great  diftrefs  ;  incef-» 
fantly  fcreaming  ;  the  mufcles  of  the  lower  limbs 
and  abdomen  were  fpafmodically  affe&ed,  and  the 
legs  and  thighs  contra&ed  towards  the  abdomen  2 
She  vomited  often,  and  was  delirious  ;  the  pulfe 
fmall,  hard,  and  irregular.  Three  flimulating  glyf~ 
ters  were  given,  which  procured  large  faecal  dif- 
charges  :  An  antiemetic  anodyne  draught,  fuppreflf- 
ed  the  vomiting,  and  relieved  her  of  the  fpafms  of 
the  mufcles  of  the  abdomen  and  lower  limbs  ;  and 

procured 
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procured  eafe,  and  a  better  night  than  (he  had  had 
for  a  week.  As  foon  as  the  ficknefs  was  fuppreffed* 
Ihe  took  an  ounce  of  foda  phofphorica*  and  an  ounce 
of  manna}  diffolved  in  two  tea  cups  of  water*  at 
three  dofcs. 

the  29th,  Hie  was  fenfible,  the  piilfe  flow*  hard* 
and  irregular,  the  tongue  a  little  furred  in  the 
middle  ;  fhe  faid  her  head  ached  $  preffed  the  fides 
of  it,  and  often  moaned.  Oh,  my  head  !  through  the 
day.  The  light  was  not  offenfive  to  her  eyes,  and 
the  pupils  contrafted  in  the  ufual  light  of  the  cham¬ 
ber,  and  immediately  dilated  upon  excluding  it* 

as  fhe  had  been  long  coflive,  and  the  foda  phof- 
phorica.  &c.  had  not  operated,  fhe  took  a  fecond 
dofe,  and  was  dire&ed  to  receive  glyflers  until  fhe 
had  difeharges  from  the  bowels.  The  cathartic 
gave  her  two  flools,  and  fhe  vomited  once  ;  fhe  feem- 
ed  to  be  refrefhed  by  the  fleep  of  lafl  night ;  fhe 
took  liquid  nourifhment  greedily.  I  now  fufpe6led  ' 
there  might  be  a  tendency  to  hydrocephalus  inter¬ 
ims  t  Her  cheeks  were  flufhed,  but  the  upper  lip 
had  that  fwelling  which  Dr.  Home,  in  his  clinical 
obfervations  fays,  conflantly  accompanies  worms  in 
the  bowels  ;  but  the  alae  nafi  were  in  a  natural  flate. 

I  was  dubious  until  I  had  thoroughly  cleanfed  the 
primae  viae,  whether  the  flownefs  and  irregularity  of 
the  pulfe  depended  Upon  the  affe&ion  of  the  primae 
viae,  worms,  or  an  inflammation  of  the  meninges  of 

F  the 
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the  brain  ;  but  as  the  bowels  were  now  difcharging 
good  fasces,  of  rather  a  lax  nature,  I  now  attributed 
the  pains  and  moanings  to  the  inflammation  of  the 
meninges  of  the  brain.  I  therefore  bled  her  in  the 
arm  ;  and  although  the  evacuation  by  the  vein  was 
but  fmall,  and  the  complaint  in  the  fecond  ftage,  it 
gave  her  relief.  I  would  have  bled  her  again,  but 
it  was  impoffible  to  obtain  any  more  blood  by  ve- 
nsefe6lion.  Unfortunately  we  have  no  leeches,  at 
leaft  I  never  could  procure  any.  She  was  fenfible, 
and  complained  much  lefs  of  the  pain  in  the  head 
than  before  the  bleeding*  I  would  have  cupped 
and  fcarified  the  nape  of  the  neck,  but  was  pre¬ 
vented  :  It  was  with  difficulty  I  bliftered  the  head, 
nape  of  the  neck,  temples  and  forehead. 

the  30th, flie  feemed  rather  better,  took hauftus 
falinus,  received  a  glyfler,  and  had  two  difcharges 
frpm  the  bowels  ;  but  fhe  lay  fenfelefs  31ft  :  With 
difficulty  took  either  nourifhment  or  medicine.  The 
eyes  not  fenfible  of  the  light,  and  the  pupils  dilat¬ 
ed.  The  pulfe  increafed  in  velocity  ;  was  weak¬ 
er,  and  more  regular* 

dr.  Danforth  faw  her  with  me  this  day  •  and  al- 
though  we  had  never  feen  any  medicine  fo  effica¬ 
cious  as  to  afford  any  permanent  relief,  in  the  fec¬ 
ond  flage,  neverthelefs,  as  two  very  eminent  phy- 
ficians  in  England  had  recommended  mercury  fo 
as  to  affeQ  the  fyflem  in  general,  we  agreed  to  give 
her  mercurius  dulcis,  one  gr.  every  two  hours,  and 

to 
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to  rub  into  the  thighs  twenty  four  grs.  ung.  mere, 
fort,  every  night  and  morning,  till  the  breath  and 
gums  fhould  be  affe6ted  with  this  medicine,  interpof- 
ing  glyfters  to  keep  the  primae  vias  lax.  I  had  tried 
this  method  in  two  cafes  before,  but  never  perceiv¬ 
ed  any  advantage  ;  I  rather  fuppofed  it  accelerated 
the  fatal  cataftrophe. 

i  have  before  given  my  opinion  upon  the  ufe 
of  this  mineral  in  hydrocephalus  internus  ;  but  as 
Celfus  fays,  “  fatius  eft  enim  anceps  remedium  ex- 
periri  quam  nullum;* *  we  perlifted  in  its  ufe  till 
the  3d  of  February,  when  the  glands  of  the  ihouth 
were  inflamed,  the  gums  turgid,  and  the  faliva  driv¬ 
elled  and  wet  the  pillow  on  which  fhe  lay.  She 
had  taken  thirty  two  grains  of  calomel ;  but  I  dif- 
covered  they  had  rubbed  into  the  legs  and  thighs 
but  forty  eight  grains  of  the  ointment,  one  third 
mercury.  She  difeharged  a  large  number  of  afea- 
rides  with  the  faeces,  which  were  now  very  green 
and  foetid.  Notwithftanding  the  mercury  had  evU 
dently  affe&ed  the  fyftem,  every  fatal  fymptom  in-*, 
creafed*  till  death  clofed  the  feene  early  on  the 
morning  of  the  11th  of  February. 

the  12th,  the  head  was  infpe£ied  by  Dr.  Will- 

* 

iam  Jackfon,  in  prefence  of  a  young  medical  gen¬ 
tleman  and  myfelf.  I  fhall  give  the  relation  in  the 
Doflor’s  words,  as  his  defeription  agreed  with 
mine.  “  Upon  removing  a  fufftcient  portion  of 

F  2  the 
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the  bones  of  the  cranium,  the  brain  appeared 
ttnufually  diftended  ;  the  dura  mater  was  of  a 
darker  colour  than  natural.  Upon  opening  the 
longitudinal  finus,  its  internal  furface  appeared  in 
an  inflamed  ftate.  The  pia  mater  was  in  a  ftate  of 
high  inflammation  ;  the  blood  veflels  difperfed  in 
it  were  double  their  natural  diameters,  and  fur- 
charged  with  blood.  The  falciform  and  tranfverfe 
precedes  were  alfo  much  inflamed.  The  corpus 
callofum  was  of  a  greyifh  colour,  and  its  fubftance 
firmer  than  ufual.  In  the  lateral  ventricles  there 
were  three  ounces  of  a  fluid  lightly  tinged  with 
blood,  which  did  not  coagulate  in  the  heat  of  boil¬ 
ing  water  ;  only  a  fmall  pellicle  was  formed  on  its 
furface.  The  plexus  choroides  was  of  a  deep  crim- 
fon  color,  much  enlarged,  and  overloaded  with 
blood.  The  invefting  membrane  of  the  cerebellum 
was  in  the  fame  ftate  of  inflammation  with  that  of 
the  cerebrum.’ *  To  me  the  plexus  choroides  ap¬ 
peared  a  congeries  of  innumerable  blood  veflels,  very 
much  diftended  with  blood  ;  and  in  fome  parts  of  it 
nothing  but  an  affemblage  of  fanguineous  veflels  to- 
tally  obliterating  the  membrane.  No  comment  is 
neceflary  upon  this  appearance  of  inflammation,  as 
I  have  in  the  paper  upon  the  hydrocephalus  inter¬ 
ims,  given  my  ideas  of  its  caufe,  &c.* 

ARTICLE 

*  Dr.  Danforth  would  have  been  prefent,  but  a  neceflary  avoc*« 

tior>  prevented. 
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ARTICLE  VIII. 

A  n  A  ccount  of  a  preternatural  Obstruction  in  the 
Vagina.  Communicated  by  Dr.  JOSEPH 
OSGOOD,  Fellow  of  the  Majfachufetts  Medi¬ 
cal  Societyy  and  Phyfician  at  Andover ,  in  the 
County  of  Ejfex f 

ANDOVER,  May,  17S 6. 

To  the  MASSACHUSETTS  MEDICAL  SO¬ 
CIETY. 

GENTLEMEN, 

X  TAKE  the  liberty  of  tranfmitting  to  you, 
a  cafe  which  happened  nine  years  fince. 

a,  b.  being  twenty  eight  years  old,  became  preg¬ 
nant,  and  during  the  time  of  geftaiion  had  no  un¬ 
common  complaints  ;  at  the  expiration  of  nine 
months,  labor  came  on,  the  pains  were  fevere,  and 
after  continuing  forty  eight  hours,  by  examination 
there  appeared  a  membrane  at  the  entrance  of  the 
Vagina,  which  extended  to  the  urethra,  and  when 
preffed  downward  by  the  pains,  was  three  inches  in 
diameter,  and  impeded  the  difeharge  of  urine,  and 
occafioned  the  necefhty  of  the  catheter.  As  this 
membrane  appeared  manifeftly  different  from  the 
common  membranes,  and  of  an  unnatural  growth, 
I  made  particular  inquiry,  and  was  informed,  that 

the 
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the  parts  had  been  accidentally  injured  when  at  the 
age  of  eleven  years.  Having  acquired  this  informa¬ 
tion,  and  the  difficulty  being  of  a  lingular  nature,  I 
called  upon  Dr.  Brickett,  of  Haverhill,  to  vifit  her 
with  me,  and  from  examination  he  was  convinced 
that  the  delivery  was  prevented  by  this  preternatur¬ 
al  membrane  :  Accordingly  we  divided  it,  beginning 
the  incilion  near  the  perinaeum,  apd  extending  it  to 
the  urethra.  The  divifion  of  the  membrane  was  not 

r  ’  i  *  j  *  ‘ 

attended  with  any  haemorrhage,  though  of  confid- 
erable  thicknefs  in  the  centre,  but  thinner  towards 
the  circumference.  The  pains  continuing  aRer  the 
divifion  of  the  membrane,  ffie  was  in  a  little  time 
delivered  of  twins,  who  lived  but  a  ffiort  time,  Af¬ 
ter  delivery  was  completed,  foft  and  eafy  dreffings 
were  applied,  carefully  preventing  the  membrane 
from  uniting,  and  in  a  ffiort  time  ffie  was  entirely 
well ;  and  has  fince  had  four  children,  without  any 

;  \  ,  ,  ,  .  ,  ,  \  >  -  •  '  *  *  *  ,  >  j  i 
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ARTICLE  IX. 

■ 

* 

Curious  Facts  refpeBing  Worms.  Communicated,  by 
THOMAS  WELSH,  A.  M.  Fellow  of  the 
Majfachufetts  Medical  Society ,  and  Phyfician  at 
Bojlon . 

BOSTON,  April,  1789. 

To  the  MASSACHUSETTS  MEDICAL  SO¬ 
CIETY. 

GENTLEMEN, 

I  NOW  tranfmit  you  certain  fa£ls  refpefl- 
ing  worms,  which  have  occurred  to  my  obferva-.- 
tion. 

*  in  the  month  of  O&ober,  1775,  I  was  called  to 
H.  C.  a  lad  of  about  twelve  years  of  age,  who  had 
previoufly  enjoyed  good  health ;  but  his  appetite 
was  now  impaired  :  He  was  coliive  ;  his  pulfe  were 
quick,  and  irregular,  attended  with  uncertain  re¬ 
turns  cf  fever,  and  his  Ikin  was  dry  :  His  eyes  were 
confi  tly  open  ;  the  pupils  dilated,  with  flrabif- 
mus,  and  he  was  entirely  blind 0 

this  laft  fa6t  I  afcertained,  by  feveral  experi¬ 
ments.  I  placed  various  obje<5ls  in  fucceflion  be¬ 
fore  his  eyes,  and  inquired  of  him,  whether  he 
could  fee  either  of  them  ?  to  which  he  anfwered  in 
the  negative.  I  held  a  dollar  up,  and  told  him  he 

fhould 
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fhould  have  it,  if  he  could  difcover  it ;  but  he  felt 
for  it  without  fuccefs.  I  darkened  the  room,  and 
had  a  lighted  candle  introduced,  which  he  knew 
nothing  of  :  I  held  it  near  his  eyes  ;  this  produced 
no  contra6lion  of  the  pupils,  and  he  declared  that 
he  faw  nothing.  I  then  took  one  of  his  hands,  and 
told  him  I  would  lay  it  upon  fomething,  which  he 
allowed  me  to  do  ;  I  put  it  into  the  blaze  of  the 
candle  ;  he  inllantly  twitched  it  from  my  hand 
and  the  candle,  crying  out  that  he  was  burnt. 

every  time  I  approached  the  houfe  to  vifit  him, 
I  heard  him  at  a  diftance  exclaiming,  in  the  accents 
of  extreme  diftrefs— “  0hi  mother  !  Oh ,  my  head  /” 
This  he  reiterated  frequently,  during  my  vilits ;  and 
fhe  told  me  it  had  been  the  cafe  for  two  or  three 
days  before  I  faw  him,  with  very  little  intermiffion. 

i  used  various  means  to  procure  a  difcharge 
from  his  bowels,  and  perfifted  in  them  for  near 
three  days  ;  but  notwithllanding  I  effe6ted  a  plen¬ 
tiful  evacuation,  no  abatement  of  the  tormenting 
pains  of  his  head,  or  of  the  other  complaints,  was 
obtained.  At  length  I  gave  him  an  emetic,  of  tart, 
emet.  and  attended  the  operation,  which  was  effeft- 
ed  in  the  ufual  time  ;  and  upon  the  firfl  attempt  to 
puke,  he  brought  a  large  worm  out  of  his  flomach  : 
Jnftantly  his  fight  returned,  as  perfeflly  as  he  had 
ever  enjoyed  it ;  his  headach  vanilhed,  and  every 
other  fyinptom  of  difeafe  immediately  difappeared, 
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it  is  well  known  that  worms  often  exift  in  the 
human  body  ;  and  that  they  remain,  for  a  length  of 
time,  harmlefs  inhabitants  :  But  is  it  not  probable, 
that  many  of  the  difeafes,  which  we  find  difficult  to 
account  for,  owe  their  caufes  to  worms  ?  And  is  it 
not  to  be  apprehended,  that  phyficians  have  taken 
that  to  be  the  hydrocephalus  internuss  which  was  in 
fa6!  to  be  afcribed  to  worms  ?  efpecially  as  calomel, 
a  well  known  vermifuge,  has  had  the  credit  of  cur¬ 
ing  that  difeafe, 

and  does  not  the  hiflory  of  the  preceding  cafe 
further  confirm  the  doctrine  (which  feems,  howev¬ 
er,  to  be  well  eftabliffied)  of  the  intimate  connexion 
which  fubfifls  between  the  ftomach,  the  firft  great 
organ  of  digeftion,  and  the  common  fenfory  ? 


UPON  opening  the  thorax  of  a  healthy,  full 
grown  cat,  I  found  the  lungs  in  a  found  hate  :  And 
on  examining  the  contents  of  the  cheffc,  I  perceived 
(before  any  incifion  had  been  made  into  the  lungs) 
a  live  worm,  crawling  between  the  convex  furface 
of  the  lungs  and  the  pleura.  This  membrane  was 
likewife  entire  and  healthy  :  The  worm  meafured 
near  nine  inches.  I  then  examined  the  furface  of 
the  lungs  and  pleura  more  accurately,  but  could 
not  dilcover  any  aperture  by  which  it  could  have 
infmuated. 


i  HAVE 
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-  i  have  often  reflefted  upon  this  curious  appear- 
ance  of  a  worm  in  fo  lingular  a  fituation  ;  and  can¬ 
not  account  for  it  in  any  other  way,  than  by  fup- 
poling  that  the  egg  was  drawn  into  the  bronchial 
yeffeis  by  the  a£I  of  infpiration,  and  tranfmitted  to 
the  extremity  of  one  of  them,  near  the  furface  of 
the  lungs,  and,  gradually  enlarging,  at  length  burft 
into  the  cavity  of  the  cheft,  where  it  found  fuf- 
ficient  pabulum  for  its  nourilhmejit  and  increafe, 

ARTICLE  X. 

A  Cafe  of  a  Calculus  in  the  Ureter,  together 
with  another  of  the fudden  Growth  of  the  Stone, 
confequent  upon  the  IntroduBion  of  a  foreign  Body 
into  the  Bladder.  Communicated  by  the  Hon, 
WILLIAM  BAYLIES,  A.  M.  A .  A.  S.  Fellow 
of  the  Majfachufetts  Medical  Societyi  and  Phy - 
Jician  at  Dighton, 

DIGHTON,  June,  1787. 

To  the  MASSACHUSETTS  MEDICAL  SO¬ 
CIETY. 

GENTLEMEN, 

CAPTAIN  A.  of  N.  on  a  total  fuppreflion 
of  urine,  fent  for  me  to  ufe  the  catheter.  Upon  ex¬ 
amining  his  abdomen,  I  found  it  foft,  and  not  at  all 

diftended  $ 
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diflended  ;  and  told  him  there  was  no  need  of  hav-, 
ing  recourfe  to  the  inftrument,  as  I  was  confident 
his  bladder  was  deftitute  of  water.  He  was  in  ex¬ 
treme  pain,  which  could  be  traced  from  the  right 
kidney  along  the  ureter,  until  it  entered  the  coats  of 
the  bladder.  This  plainly  pointed  out,  that  a  cal¬ 
culus  impeded  the  flow  of  urine  through  that  ureter ; 
but  as  he  did  not  complain  of  his  left  fide,  it  was  (till 
a  queflion,  what  prevented  his  bladder  being  filled 
with  urine  from  his  left  kidney  P  As  many  phyfi- 
cians  had  advanced,  that  an  irritation  of  one  kind- 
ney  would  often  produce  fuch  a  convulfive  con- 
ftrifiion  in  the  other  as  to  render  it  unable  to  fepa- 
rate  any  urine,  I  knew  not  but  an  opportunity  now 
prefented  of  confirming  what  I  had  hitherto  doubt¬ 
ed.  I  therefore  requefled  his  friends,  that,  in  cafe 
of  death,  they  would  permit  his  body  to  be  opened  1 
His  death  happened  in  a  few  days,  and  his  friends 
confented.  His  bladder  was  in  a  very  collapfed 
Hate,  and  not  containing  a  drop  of  water  ;  a  calcu¬ 
lus,  about  as  big  as  an  hazle  nut,  was  wedged  into 
the  right  ureter  at  its  termination,  one  third  of  it 
being  projefted  into  the  cavity  of  the  bladder,  and 
the  other  part  being  fo  clofely  embraced  that  it  re¬ 
quired  confiderable  force  to  difengage  it.  This 
♦ 

ureter,  between  the  bladder  and  kidney,  was  dilated 
fufficient  to  admit  one’s  little  finger.  The  kidney 
to  which  it  belonged,  was  alfo  greatly  enlarged. 
Upon  prefling  it,  the  bladder  was  immediately  filled 

with 
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with  urine.  Its  pelvis  contained  thirteen  fmall  caL 
culi  of  different  fizes.  The  left  kidney  was  very 
large,  and  its  furface  covered  with  hydatids  of  a  yel- 
lowifh  color.  A  foul,  urinous,  purulent  fluid  was 
lodged  in  the  pelvis.  I  could  not  find  the  ureter, 
though  I  thought  the  fhrivelled  remains  of  it  were 
difcernible  ;  neither  could  I  difcover  this  kidney  to 
have  any  connexion  with  the  kidney  or  ureter  on 
the  right  fide.  This  perfon  had,  for  eighteen 
months  or  two  years,  labored  under  a  compound 
JiJiida  in  ano ,  and,  long  before  that,  been  fubje6l  to 
difficulties  in  the  urinary  parts.  Is  it  not  probable, 
the  urine  might  efcape  through  the  difeafed  kidney 
or  ureter  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  and  make  a 
lodgement  about  the  lower  part  of  the  re£lum,  which 
finally  occafioned  the  fiftula,  though  warded  off  for 
a  while  by  the  power  of  abforption.  A  difcharge  of 
urine  by  the  anus,  after  the  appearance  of  the  fiftu- 
la,  whenever  he  attempted  a  ftool,  rather  confirms 
it.  Had  I  been  more  converfant  in  diffeftions,  this 
might  perhaps  have  been  clearly  determined, 

I  t  t 

CASE  II. 

MR.  — - ,  more  than  fifty  years  of  age,  by  ac¬ 

cident,  had  two  or  three  inches  of  the  fmooth  ftalk 
of  a  plant  broken  off  in  his  bladder.  In  a  month, 
he  complained  of  thofe  pains  and  difficulties  com¬ 
monly  attendant  on  the  ftone  ;  in  five  months  he 
was  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  operation,  when  there 

was 
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was  taken  from  him  a  ftone  which  weighed  nine 
drams.  The  ftalk  formed  the  bafts,  round  which 
the  concrefcible  matter  cohered  with  considerable 
•  force.  The  parts  of  the  hone,  contiguous  to  the 
ftalk,  were  very  hard  5  the  other  parts  brittle  and 
fandy. 


ARTICLE  XI. 

An  Experiment  Jot  determining  the  Expediency 
oj the  SiGAULTiAN  Operation.  Communicat - 
ed  by  the  late  JOSEPH  ORNE,  A.M.  A.  A.  S . 
Fellow  of  the  MaJJachufetts  Medical  Society ,  and 
Phyfician  at  Salem . 

SALEM,  October,  1783. 

To  the  MASSACHUSETTS  MEDICAL  SO¬ 
CIETY. 

GENTLEMEN, 

The  utility  of  the  operation  of  dividing 
the  fymphyfts  pubis  in  a  certain  fpecies  of  difficult 
labors,  being  (till  a  fubje£t  of  queftion,  I  conceived 
that  every  opportunity  of  determining  it  by  experi¬ 
ment,  might  be  worthy  of  attention,  efpecially  as 
this  operation  if  brought  to  the  perfeflion  of  which 
fome  have  fuppofed  it  fufceptible,  may  be  a  com¬ 
paratively  gentle  fubftitute  to  a  terrible  procefs,  that 
could  be  fuggefled  only  by  the  profpetd  of  imme¬ 
diate 
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diate  death,  and  never  pra&ifed  but  in  circumftaflf- 
ces  bordering  on  abfolute  defpair. 

fortunately  for  the  moft  delicate  part  of  out* 
fpecies,  the  neceflity  of  pra£liling  it  on  the  living 
fubjedt,  very  rarely  occurs  ;  making  the  experiment 
on  any  dead  fubjedf,  excepting  fuch  as  were  recenta 
ly  delivered,  or  in  the  laft  llages  of  pregnancy,  can 
do  but  little  to  determine  the  point ;  and  we  very 
rarely  I  fuppofe  have  an  opportunity  of  difiedling 
fubjedls  of  this  defcription  :  In  this  view  of  the 
matter  the  following  hillory  is  communicated. 

a  woman,  aged  about  twenty  five,  at  the  end  of 
the  8  th  month  of  her  fecond  pregnancy,  was  fud- 
denly  feized  with  convulfions,  which  in  about  forty 
eight  or  fixty  hours,  put  an  end  to  her  life.  juft 
before  fhe  died,  there  were  fymptoms  of  labor,  and 
on  examination,  the  os  internum  was  found  confide 
erably  dilated,  the  membranes  protruded,  and  the 
feet  prefenting.  The  gentleman  who  attended  her 
during  her  illnefs,  having  a  curiofity  to  infpedt  the 
condition  of  the  gravid  uterus,  and  perhaps  fufpedt- 
ing  that  fome  local  caufe  of  the  difeafe  might  pofll- 
bly  be  difcovered,  obtained  leave  to  open  the  body. 
Dr.  Holyoke,  with  myfelf,  attended  him  on  this  oc- 
cafion.  On  laying  open  the  abdomen,  and  mak¬ 
ing  as  large  a  wound  as  was  neceftary  in  the  uterus* 
nothing  preternatural  was  difcovered,  excepting  the 
poflure  of  the  fetus  juft  mentioned  ;  the  parts  were 
therefore  prefently  clofed*  and  as  the  opportunity 

of 
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of  a  few  moments  prefented,  it  was  propofed  to  cut 
the  fymphyfis  pubis,  as  the  patient  died  nearly  at 
that  time,  when  we  fuppofe  the  offa  pubis,  if  divid¬ 
ed,  will  admit  the  greatefl  reparation  from  each 
other.  I  accordingly  performed  the  operation  with 
a  biftoury,  and  without  any  difficulty,  as  the  thighs 
were  previoufly  feparated  to  fome  dillance  from 
each  other,  and  confequently  the  conne&ing  liga¬ 
ments  of  the  fymphyfis  in  a  flate  of  violence.  The 
inftant  the  divifion  was  effe6ted,  the  parts  flew  afun- 
der  nearly  two  inches,  with  the  violence  of  a  bow 
fuddenly  cut  in  two,  when  very  forcibly  bent.  By 
feparating  the  thighs  {till  further,  the  ends  of  the 
bones  were  made  to  recede  at  leafl  2  J  inches  ;  and 
I  think,  if  necelfary,  another  ~  inch  might  have 
been  obtained,  which  I  prefume  would  have  been 
quite  fufficient  to  remove  any  fuch  difficulty  as 
might  make  this  operation  on  a  living  fubje£t  eligi¬ 
ble.  A  fmall  veflfel  was  divided,  which  might  have 
demanded  a  ligature  ;  this  however  could  have 
been  eafily  ufed.  On  bringing  the  knees  together, 
the  ends  of  the  bones  were  again  brought  into  per- 
fe6l  contaff.  The  caution  inculcated  by  Mr. 
Sigault,  not  to  feparate  the  thighs  too  far,  previous 
to  the  operation,  feems  very  neceffary,  as  from  the 
fudden  feparation  of  the  bones  while  the  knife  is 
prelfed  down,  in  the  aft  of  dividing  it,  might  forci¬ 
bly  flip  through,  and  do  mifchief  in  the  vagina. 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE  XII. 

An  Account  of  an  Aneurism  in  the  Thigh,  pet* 
jectly  cured  by  the  Operation*  and  the  life  of  the 
Limb  preferred.  Communicated  by  THOMAS 
K  AST,  A .  M»  Fellow  of  the  Majfachufetts  Med - 
ical  Society ,  and  Phyfician  at  Bofon . 

BOSTON,  February,  *790. 

To  the  MASSACHUSETTS  MEDICAL  SO¬ 
CIETY. 


GENTLEMEN, 

o  N  the  25th  of  May,  1786,  I  was  called 
upon  to  vilit  I.  T.  a  lad  aged  fixteen  years,  who, 
while  he  was  cutting  with  a  fhoemaker’s  Iharp 
pointed  knife  a  piece  of  leather  which  he  held  on  his 
thigh,  the  knife  fuddenly  cut  through  it,  plunged 
into  his  thigh,  and  wounded  the  artery.  I  found 
him  fainting  under  the  lofs  of  blood,  there  being  afc 
leafl  two  pounds  difcharged  upon  the  floor.  Upon 
taking  off  his  clothes,  and  the  preflure  of  a  man’s 
hand,  which  was  fortunately  made  upon  the  wound 
from  its  being  firfl:  infli£led,  I  difcovered  a  wound 
about  one  inch  in  length,  on  the  inflde  of  the  thigh, 
feven  inches  below  the  groin,  out  of  which  the 
blood  was  then  difcharging  per  faltum.  I  imme¬ 
diately  placed  him  in  a  horizontal  petition,  ftretcfh- 
ed  out  the  limb,  drefled  up  the  wound  with  flour 

.  and 
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and  lint,  and  applied  a  tight  bandage,  which  flop¬ 
ped  the  haemorrhage.  He  was  then  carefully  put 
to  bed,  kept  very  flill,  and  put  on  a  low  diet.  Soon 
after  it  was  drelfed,  he  complained  of  the  tightnefs 
of  the  bandage,  which  was  loofened  a  little  the  next 

thr'ee  days  after,  the  thigh  began  to  fwell,  at¬ 
tended  with  great  pain.  On  the  29th,  a  pulfation 
being  now  plainly  to  be  both  feen  and  felt  through 
the  dreffings,  I  concluded  it  was  an  aneurifm,  and 
requefted  a  confultation  ;  and  in  one  held  upon  the 
cafe,  it  was  determined  that  the  operation  for  the 
aneurifm  was  neceffary,  which  was  performed  in 
the  following  manner : 

after  having  fecured  the  crural  artery  above  by 
the  tourniquet,  I  made  an  incifion  upon  the  tumor, 
about  eight  inches  in  length,  down  to  the  artery  : 
Upon  removing  the  coagulated  blood,  and  flacken- 
ing  the  tourniquet,  the  blood  immediately  gullied 
out,  and  difeovered  the  wound  in  the  crural  artery. 
The  tourniquet  being  inflantly  made  tight,  I  palled 
a  ligature  above,  and  another  below  the  orifice  of 
the  wound  in  the  artery,  and  fecured  them.  Then 
loofening  the  tourniquet,  and  feeing  no  haemorr¬ 
hage,  I  drelfed  up  the  wound  in  the  ufual  manner, 
placed  him  in  bed,  with  the  limb  upon  a  pillow,  in 
a  relaxed  pofition,  and  gave  him  an  anodyne. 
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upon  examining  the  artery  at  the  ankle,  imme'i- 
diately  after  the  operation,  with  very  clofe  atten¬ 
tion,  a  very  fmall  puliation  could  be  felt^  which  af¬ 
terwards  gradually  increafed. 

soon  after  the  operation,  he  complained  of  great 
coldnefs  and  numbnefs  in  the  leg  and  foot,  which 
were  removed  in  eight  or  ten  days,  by  the  repeated 
application  of  warm  fpilituous  embrocations,  fric¬ 
tions,  and  covering  the  limb  with  foft  flannel. 

not  the  leaft  haemorrhage  appeared  from  the 
artery  after  the  operation  :  The  wound  digelted 
well  ;  the  ligatures  were  taken  away  in  due  time, 
and  the  whole  was  completely  healed  up  in  ten 
weeks,  without  any  material  occurrence. 

i  have  the  fatisfa&ion  of  feeing  him  enjoy  the 
free  life  of  the  limb,  and  able  to  take  any  exercife^ 
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Extracts  from  an  Essay  on  the  UTERINE 
HEMORRHAGE,  which  precedes  the  Deliv¬ 
ery  of  the  FULL  GROWN  FCETUS.  IUuf- 
trated  with  CASES.  By  EDWARD  RIGBY, 
Member  of  the  Corporation  of  Surgeons  in  London . 

IS^O  circumftance  that  attends  parturition,  expofes  women 
to  fo  much  danger,  as  profufe  haemorrhages  from  the  uterus,  to¬ 
wards  the  latter  end  of  pregnancy,  and  in  the  time  of  labor  ;  the  art 
of  midwifery  is  likewife,  in  no.  inftance,  more  at  a  lofs  in  the  ufe  of 
means  for  the  relief  of  the  patient ;  an  inquiry  into  the  caufes  of  them, 
and  an  attempt  to  improve  the  practice  in  fuch  cafes,  cannot;  there¬ 
fore,  be  ufelefs. 

the  treatment  of  floodings,  that  come  on  before  the  uterus  has 
acquired  any  confiderable  fize,  muft  be  very  obvious;  and  the  confe- 
quences  of  them*  at  that  early  period  of  pregnancy,  are  feldom  to  be 
dreaded,  as,  if  the  patient  lofe  blood  from  the  arm,  be  kept  cool,  and 
in  an  horizontal  pofture,  and  fuch  mild,  aflringent,  and  anodyne 
medicines  be  adminiftered  to  her,  as  have  been  found,  by  experi¬ 
ence,  to  reflrain  difcharges  of  blood,  they  will  very  frequently  flop 
entirely,  and  the  woman  go  on  to  her  full  time  ;  and  if  this  fiiould 
not  be  the  cafe,  but  the  haemorrhage  fhould  ftill  increafe,  it  will  fel- 
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dom  incrcafe  to  a  degree  that  will  endanger  the  life  of  the  mothc/,- 
without  the  final  1  foetus  and  fecundines  being  feparated,  and  thrown 

l 

off  by  it,  after  which  the  uterus  will  foon  contract,  and  thereby  clof- 
ing  the  mouths  of  the  bleeding  veflels,  the  difcharge  will  gradually 
diminifh,  until  it  be  entirely  flopped. 

Hut  floodings  that  precede  the  delivery  of  the  full  grown  foetus, 
when  the  uterus  is  arrived  at  is  greateff  ftretch,  and  the  veflels  have 
acquired  their  utmoft  magnitude,  mud  be  ever  highly  dangerous, 
being  more  profufe,  and  more  difficult  to  fupprefs,  in  proportion  to 
the  increafed  flze  of  the  veflels  ;  infomuch,  that  the  number  of  in- 
ftances  in  which  they  have  unhappily  proved  fatal,  is  very  confidera- 
ble. 

to  remove  the  uncertainty  ahd  embarraflinent,  which  have  hith¬ 
erto  attended  the  practice  in  thefe  cafes,  and  determine  on  more  fixed 
and  rational  principles,  when  it  is  fafe  to  wait  for  nature’s  endeav¬ 
ors  to  expel  the  child,  and  when  it  is  abfolutely  neceflary  to  bring  it 

away  by  art,  would,  therefore,  certainly  be  an  important  improve- 

* 

ment  in  midwifery. 

the  reparation  of  the  placenta  from  the  uterus,  before  the 
delivery  of  the  child,  and  the  confequent  opening  of  its  vef- 
fels,  muft  be  looked  upon  as  the  proximate  caufe  of  every  confid- 
erable  difcharge  of  blood  from  the  womb  at  that  time  :  But  this 
premature  reparation  of  it,  may  be  produced  by  very  different  caufes,1 
and  it  is  a  knowledge  of  this  difference  that  will,  in  my  opinion,  re¬ 
move  the  difficulty  of  afeertaining  the  reafon,  why  the  fame  apparent 
complaint  fhouid,  very  often,  fo  widely  differ  in  its  termination,  and 
at  the  fame  time  remove  alfo  the  uncertainty  of  treating  it. 

there  is  no  particular  part  of  the  uterus,  to  which  nature  feems 
conftantly  and  uniformly  to  fix  the  placenta,  it  is,  neverthelefs,  for 
the  nsoft  part,  fo  fituated,  that  if  the  woman  be  healthy,  and  no  ac¬ 
cident  befal  her,  it  does  not  feparate  until  the  full  term  of  pregnan¬ 
cy,  nor  then  before  the  entire  expulfion  of  the  child,  after  which  it 
becomes  difengaged  from  the  uterus,  and  is  thrown  off,  making 
room  for  its  entire  contraftion,  which  (hutting  up  the  mouths  of  the 
veflels,  effedtually  prevents  any  confideracle  lofs  of  blood  ;  for  which 
purpofe,  it  is  plain,  it  muff  be  fixed  to  lome  part  of  the  womb,  which 
does  not  dilate  during  labor,  nam#y,  to  die  fundus  or  fides  of  it. 
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in  this  cafe,  then,  when  a  flooding  comes  on  before  the  delivery 
,of  the  child,  it  is  obvious,  that  the  reparation  of  the  placenta  mu  ft  be 
owing  to  fome  accidental  circumftance,  to  violence  done  to  the  uterus 
by  blows  or  falls,  to  fome  peculiar  laxity  of  the  uterine  veffels  from 
badnefs  of  habit  or  fever,  or  to  the  influence  of  the  paffions  of  the 
mind  fuddenly  excited,  fuch  as  fear,  anger,  &c. 

but  from  the  uncertainty,  with  which  (as  before  obferved)  na¬ 
ture  fixes  the  placenta  to  the  uterus,  it  may  happen  to  be  fofituated, 
that  when  the  full  term  of  pregnancy  is  arrived,  and  labor  begins,  z 
flooding  necejfarily  accompanies  it,  and  without  the  intervention  of 
any  of  the  above  accidental  circumftances  ;  that  is,  when  it  is  fixed  to 
that  part  of  the  womb  which  always  dilates  as  labor  advances,  name¬ 
ly,  the  collum  and  os  uteri,  in  which  cafe,  it  is  very  certain  that  the 
placenta  cannot,  as  before  defcribed,  remain  fecure  until  the  expul- 
fion  of  the  child,  but  muft,  of  riecetfity,  be  feparated  from  it,  in  pro¬ 
portion  as  the  uterus  opens,  and,  by  that  means,  an  haemorrhage 
muft  unavoidably  be  produced. 

that  fioodiflgs,  which  arife  from  thefe  two  different  caufes,  which 
I  will  difiinguifh  by  the  names  of  accidental  and  unavoidable ,  though 
they  may  appear  exactly  fimilar  in  their  firft  fymptoms,  fhould  ter¬ 
minate  very  differently,  if  left  to  nature,  aflifted  only  by  the  palliat¬ 
ing  means,  cannot  feem  ftrange  ;  nor  can  it  be  a  doubt  that  of  thefe 
two  kinds  of  floodings,  only  one  of  them,  namely,  that  which  is  pro¬ 
duced  by  an  accidental  feparation  of  the  placenta,  can  be  relieved  by 
the  life  of  thefe  palliatives  ;  and  that  the  other,  in  which  the  placenta 
is  fixed  to  the  os  uteri,  and  the  flooding  is  therefore  unavoidable , 
.cannot  pofiibly  be  fupprefled  by  any  other  method  whatever,  than 
the  timely  removal  of  the  contents  of  the  womb. 

that  this  attachment  of  the  placenta  to  the  os  uteri,  is  much 
oftener  a  caufe  of  floodings  than  authors  and  practitioners  are  aware 
of,  I  am  from  experience  fully  fatisfied  ;  and  fo  far  am  I  convinced 
of  its  frequent  occurrence,  that  I  am  ready  to  believe  that  mo  ft,  it 
net  all,  of  thofe  cafes  which  require  turning  the  child,  are  produced 
by  this  unfortunate  original  fituation  of  it  ;  and,  moreover,  (which 
is  perhaps  of  as  much  pra.6tical  importance  to  know)  when  the  pla¬ 
centa  is  not  fo  fituated,  the  events  of  the  annexed  cafes  authorize  me 
|p  fay,  that  if  the  patient  be  properly  managed,  nature  will,  for  the 
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rnoft  part,  terminate  the  labor  fufely,  without  any  manual  aflifiance 
of  the  furgeon. 

it  may  appear  extraordinary,  that  a  circumfiance,  attended  with 
fo  much  danger,  and  which  feems  to  be  fo  frequent  a  caufe  of  the 
titerine  haemorrhage  fhould  have  hitherto  been  fo  little  noticed,  foy 
though,  in  the  cafes  which  have  been  mentioned  by  authors,  the 
placenta  vras  found  at  the  os  uteri,  yet  it  was,  in  very  few  of  them, 
fuppofed  to  have  been  originally  fixed  there  ;  and  I  make  no  doubt 
but  it  has  often  happened  when  it  has  not  been  known  at  all  to  the 
iurgeon,  as  I  am  induced  to  believe  that  in  the  greateft  number  of 
thofe  infiances,  in  which  the  women  have  died  undelivered,  the 
floodings  have  been  produced  by  this  attachment  of  it. 

admitting,  then,  that  floodings  are  produced  by  thefe  two  dif¬ 
ferent  caufes,  and  that  they  require  a  treatment  fo  widely  different, 
we  cannot  be  at  a  lofs  when  fuch  occur  to  us,  and  w'e  have  difeover- 
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ed  the  particular  caufe  from  which  they  arife,  how  to  a<5t  ;  as,  in  the 
one  cafe,  wre  fiiall  be  encouraged  to  wait,  and  make  ufe  of  fuch  means 
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to  reftrain  the  difehayge,  as  will  be  more  particularly  mentioned 
hereafter,  and  in  the  other,  we  fhall  not  hefitate  to  have  recourfe  to 
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delivery  by  art. 

the  fuccefs  of  turning  depending  entirely  upon  its  being  done  be¬ 
fore  the  patient  lias  lofi  too  much  blood,  it  is  a  matter  of  the  utmotl: 
importance  to  obtain  an  early  knowledge  of  the  neceflity  there  is  of 
doing  it,  or  in  other  words,  to  know  at  the  beginning  of  the  dif- 
charge,  whether  it  be  produced  by  the  placenta  being  fituated  o;,i 
the  os  uteri  or  not. 

there  is,  perhaps,  fome  difference  to  be  obferved  in  the  time  and 
manner  that  floodings-,  produced  by  thefp  different  caufes,  come  on  ; 
probably,  that  which  is  occafioned  by  the  placenta  being  fixed  to 
the  os  uteri,  will,  for  the  mod  part,  not  come  on  till  the  full  term  of 
parturition,  when  the  uterus  begins  to  dilate  from  the  approach  of 
labor  ;  the  other,  wdiich  is  ow'ing  to  fome  accidental  feparation  of 
the  placenta,  may,  on  the  other  hand,  come  on  before  labor  begins, 
and  indeed  at  any  time  during  pregnancy.  The  only  certain  knowl¬ 
edge  refpe£ling  the  filiation  of  the  placenta,  is  to  be  derived  from 
gp  examination  of  the  uterus  by  the  touch. 
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for  this  purpofe,  however,  the  ufual  method  with  one  finger  will 
not  always  fuffice,  but  the  hand  mu  ft  be  introduced  into  the  vagina, 
and  one  finger  infinuated  into  the  uterus.  If  the  placenta  be  at  the 
mouth  of  the  uterus,  it  will  be  immediately  felt  by  the  finger,  and 
jiiay  be  diftinguifiied  from  the  membranes,  by  its  greater  thicknefs, 
and  from  coagula  of  blood,  by  the  irregularity  and  rquglpiefs  of  its 
interior  furface,  which  will  then  prefent  to  the  finger. 

supposing,  then,  that  the  plgcenta  ftiould,  from  this  inquiry,  be 
found  at  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  the  furgeon  will  be  at  once  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  danger  that  mu  ft  unavoidably  attend  delay,  from  the 
impoftibility  there  will  b.e  of  affording  the  woman  relief  by  any  other 
means  than  the  timely  removal  of  the  child,  and  will,  on  that  ac- 
count,  not  hefitate  to  deliver  before  too  great  a  lofs  has  been  fuf- 
tained. 

in  recommending  early  delivery,  I  think  it  right,  however,  to  ex- 
prefs  a  caution  againft  the  premature  introduction  of  the  hand,  and 
the  too  forcible  dilation  of  the  os  uteri,  before  it  is  fufficiently  re¬ 
laxed  by  pain  or  difeharge  :  for  it  is,  undoubtedly,  very  certain, 
that  t!\e  turning  may  be  performed  too  foon  as  well  as  too  late,  and 
that  the  confequences  of  the  one  may  be  as  deftruCtive  to  the  pa¬ 
tient  as  the  other.  I  am  particularly  led  to  obferve  this,  as  I  have 
lately  been  informed,  from  very  good  authority,  (namely,  a  gentle¬ 
man  to  whom  one%)f  the  cafes  occurred)  of  three  unhappy  inftances 
of  an  error  of  this  fort,  which  happened,  feme  years  ago,  to  three 
furgeons  of  eftablifhed  reputation,  who,  from  the  fuccefs  they  had 
met  with  in  delivering  feverai  who  were  reduced  to  the  laft  extrem¬ 
ity,  were  encouraged  to  attempt  it  where  but  very  little  blood  had 
been  loft,  in  hopes  that  their  patient’s  conftitutions  woyld  fuffer  lefs 
injury,  and  their  recovery  be  more  fpeedy  ;  which,  till  the  experi¬ 
ment  wras  made,  was  a  very  rcafonable  fuppofition  ;  the  women  died, 
and  they  feerned  convinced  that  their  deaths  were  owing  to  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  being  delivered  too  foon,  and  not  to  the  lofs  of  blood,  or 
any  other  caufe. 

t  • 

it  becomes,  then,  nccefiary  to  endeavor  to  afeertain,  with  a  de¬ 
gree  of  accuracy,  the  precife  time  w  hen  we  may  proceed  to  deliver, 
without  fear  of  incurring  the  ill  effects  either  of  precipitancy  or  de- 
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to  fleer  fafely  between  the  two  dangerous  extremes,  it  appears 
neceffiary  that,  on  the  one  hand,  we  fhould  never  deliver  till  the  di- . 
latation  of  the  wTomb  can  be  effected  by  cafy  means,  and,  on  the  eth¬ 
er  hand,  when  it  has  been  fufficiently  relaxed  by  difeharge,  if  the 
woman  have  fuffered  much  by  it,  that  we  fhould  no  longer  defer  it, 
notwithftanding,  from  the  abfence  or  inefficacy  of  pain,  the  os  uteri 
fhould  remain  unopened  :  Yet,  after  all,  as  turning  feems  to  be  only 
neceffiary  when  the  placenta  is  fixed  to  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  and 
that  circumftance  can  feldom  be  known  till  the  hand  be  introduced 
into  the  vagina,  and  one  finger  be  infinuated  into  the  uterus,  I  fhould 
imagine  it  not  very  likely  that  we  fhould  often  be  in  danger  of  injur¬ 
ing  the  patient  by  premature  delivery,  as  when  the  hand  paffes  eafily 
into  the  vagina,  I  ffiould  fuppofe  there  will  be  feldom  much  difficulty 
in  its  admiffion  into  the  uterus. 

in  introducing  the  hand  for  the  purpofe  of  turning,  when  the  os 
uteri  has  been  carefully  dilated,  if  the  feparated  part  of  the  placenta 
be  immediately  prefenting,  it  is  belt  to  endeavor  to  pafs  the  finger 
through  the  fubftance  of  it,  and  by  degrees  with  other  fingers  to  en¬ 
large  the  opening,  till  the  hand  can  get  through  it  into  the  cavity  of 
the  uterus  :  The  obvious  reafon  for  this  is,  that  by  this  means  not 
more  of  the  placenta  may  be  feparated,  than  is  neceffiary  for  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  the  hand,  and  confequently  that  as  little  increafe  of 
bleeding  as  poffiible  may  be  produced  by  the  operation  ;  but  if  it  be 
impracticable,  as  I  have  more  than  once  found  it,  and  it  muft  ever 
be  when  the  middle  of  the  placenta  prefents  to  the  hand,  from  the 
thicknefs  of  it  near  the  funis,  it  muft  be  carefully  feparated  from  the 
uterus  on  one  fide,  and  the  hand  paffied  till  it  gets  to  the  membranes, 
which  being  eafily  broken,  it  is  admitted  into  the  bag,  the  floating 
foetus  is  turned,  and  the  delivery  finiflied,  as  in  preternatural  pofl- 
tions  of  the  child  ;  except,  that  in  this  cafe  the  extraction  fhould  bq 
more  flow,  that  the  uterus  may  not  be  unable  to  centraCt,  by  being 
too  fuddenly  emptied  :  A  moderate  preffiure  from  the  hand  of  an  af- 
fiftant,  upon  the  abdomen,  as  the  child  is  coming  away,  will  likewife 
be  of  ufe  to  affifi  the  contraction.  The  placenta  being  at  the  os 
uteri,  and  being  ufually  feparated  more  by  the  introduction  of  the 
hand,  commonly  comes  away  immediately,  but  if  a  part  of  it  fhould 
remain  adhering,  and  the  difeharge  continue,  it  fhould  be  carefully 
removed,  and  as  it  is  fo  near,  it  may  very  eafily  be  done. 
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if,  on  the  contrary,  it  be  clear  from  this  careful  examination  of 
the  uterus,  that  the  placenta  is  not  at  the  mouth  of  it,  and  that  the 
coming  on,  or  increafe- of  labor,  will  not  of  neceflity  increafe  the  dif- 
charge,  provided  it  be  not  very  profufe,  (for  let  it  be  remembered, 
that  1  am  fuppofing  the  examination  to  be  made  early,  and  before 
any  confiderable  quantity  pf  blood  has  been  loft)  it  certainly  will  be 
proper  to  wait  for  the  natural  pains,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  to  ufc 
fuch  methods  as  are  likely  to  reftrain  the  flooding,  which  are,  the 
admitting  a  free  circulation  of  cool  air  into  the  room,  keeping  lh€ 
patient  in  an  horizontal  pofture,  giving  her  anodyne,  with  tindtur. 
rofar.  &c.  and  fupplying  her  frequently  with  fuch  cool  and  Ample 
nutritious  drinks  as  will  fupport  her  without  quickening  the  circula¬ 
tion  ;  from  purfuing  this  method,  it  will  often  happen,  that  the  dif¬ 
eharge  goes  off  entirely,  and  if  the  woman  be  not  arrived  at  her  full 
term,  and  the  be  kept  very  ffill  and  calm,  that  it  does  not  return  be¬ 
fore  labor  comes  on.  But  if  it  fhould  ftill  continue,  or  return  fre¬ 
quently,  it  will  be  right,  if  poflible,  to  bring  the  uterus  into  a  (fate  of 
contraction,  by  exciting  fome  pain,  which  may  often  be  done  by 
gently  irritating  the  os  uteri  with  the  finger  ;  if  this  fucceed,  and  the 
mouth  of  the  uterus  be  thereby  fo  far  dilated,  that  the  diftended 
membranes  may  be  felt,  they  muff  be  immediately  pierced  by  paffing 
a  probe  along  the  finger,  as  upon  the  difeharge  of  water  thus  pro¬ 
duced,  the  womb  neceffarily  contracts  to  a  certain  degree,  and  the 
flooding  proportionably  abates  ;  this  is,  for  the  moft  part,  foon  fuc- 
ceeded  by  flight  pains,  which  if  the  child  prefent  fair,  have  very 
foon  an  effeCt  upon  it,  and  ptifh  it  down. 

but  if,  notwithftanding,  this  mode  of  treatment,  the  difeharge 
fhould  not  leflen,  if  the  evacuating  the  waters  fliould  not  abate  it, 
and  if,  moreover,  labor  pains,  fufficien't  for  expelling  the  child, 
fhould  not  fucceed,  and  the  flooding  fliould  ftill  increafe,  fo  as  to  en¬ 
danger  the  life  of  the  patient,  I  fhould  imagine  it  hardly  neceffary  to 
fay,  that  even  in  this  cafe,  as  well  as  when  the  placenta  is  fixed  to 
the  os  uteri,  the  only  certain  method  of  flopping  it  fhould  be  ufed, 
namely,  the  delivery  of  the  child  by  turning  ;  for  though  I  have 
never  yet  met  with  a  cafe  that  under  fuch  circumftances  has  requir¬ 
ed  it,  and  believe  fuch  very  rarely  happens,  yet  I  would  not  be 
fuppofed  to  fay  fuch  an  one  cannot  occur,  as  the  reparation  of  the 
placenta  may,  for  inftancc,  be  produced  by  fuch  violence  done  to  the 
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abdomen,  and  the  haemorrhage  may  be  fo  profufe,  that  nothing  but 
a  fpeedy  delivery  by  art  will  put  a  flop  to  it. 

to  many  practitioners,  the  introduction  of  the  hand  to  turn  the 
child,  is  a  very  difagreeable  operation,  and  if  they  have  not  been 
much  ufed  to  it  in  cafes  where  the  uterus  is  but  little  open,  it  ap¬ 
pears  a  very  difficult  and  formidable  one  :  It  were  to  be  wiffied,  that 
even  this  circumftance  had  never  an  improper  influence  upon  fur- 
geons,  efpecially  thofe  who  are  young  in  practice,  and  that  they  were 
never  induced  to  omit,  or  too  long  delay  this  operation,  becaufe  they 
feel  unwilling  to  do  it. 

but  it  is  not  fo  difficult  as  many  imagine,  for  even  in  preternat¬ 
ural  cafes,  where  the  uterus  is  ftrong  and  rigid,  and  gives  way  re¬ 
luctantly,  if  the  hand  be  flowly  and  gradually  introduced,  it  will 
feldom  be  found  impracticable,  provided  the  pelvis  be  not  badly 
formed  ;  and  in  floodings  it  is  effected  with  peculiar  eafe,  which 
fhould  be  a  further  encouragement  to  attempt  it  in  fuch  cafes  ;  for 
as  the  uterus  neceflarily  becomes  fo  relaxed  after  a  confiderable  lof$ 
of  blood,  it  very  readily  gives  way  to  the  admifiion  of  the  hand,  that 
tight  contraction  of  its  neck,  which  in  other  cafes  is  fuch  an  imped¬ 
iment  to  the  introduction  of  it,  being  here  feldom  to  be  met  with  ; 
and  it  may  be  added,  that  in  proportion  as  nature,  from  the  lofs  fhe 
has  fuftained,  is  lefs  able  to  bear  violence,  happily,  a  proportionable 
lefs  force  is  requifite. 

thus,  I  have  ventured  to  place  one  of  the  mo  ft  important  fub- 
jeCts  in  midwifery  in  a  new  light,  and  have  endeavored  to  eftablifh  a 
hitherto  uncertain  praCtice  upon  principles  that  are  mere  fixed  and 
conftant,  by  afeertaining  wdien  we  may,  with  propriety,  leave  nature 
to  do  her  own  vvprk,  and  when  it  will  be  requifite  to  proceed  to  im¬ 
mediate  delivery,  by  turning  the  foetu§  :  I  have  alfo  endeavored  to 
fix  the  precife  time,  when  it  may,  with  moft  fafety,  be  done  ;  and, 
in  order  to  promote  the  praCtice  of  turning,  when  fuch  becomes  nec- 
effiary  for  the  woman’s  fafety,  have  attempted  to  obviate  the  objec¬ 
tions  which  have  been  made  to  this  operation,  from  a  fuppofition  of 
its  being  either  difficult,  dangerous,  or  ufelefs.  And,  from  wdiat  has 
been  faid,  it  appears,  that  the  placenta  is  fixed  to  the  os  uteri  much 
more  frequently  than  has  hitherto  been  fuppofed  ;  that  when  it  is  fq 
fituated;  nothing  but  turning  the  child  will  put  a  flop  to  the  flood-j 
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mg  ;  that  when  it  is  not  fo  fituated,  nature  will,  for  the  mofl  part, 
expel  it  fafely  herfelf  ;  that  an  early  knowledge  of  this  circumftance 
is  ot  the  utmoft  importance  ;  that  it  may  be  obtained  with  eafe  and 
lafety  ;  and  that  therefore  it  fhould,  in  every  cafe,'  be  inquired  into 
before  much  blood  has  been  loft  ;  that  the  information,  procured  by 
making  fuch  an  inquiry,  fhould  govern  our  management  of  the  cafe; 
if  we  find  the  placenta  at  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  that  w  e  fhould 
proceed  to  delivery  ;  that,  if  it  be  not  fo  fituated,  if  the  difcharge  be 
not  very  profufe,  and  a  very  large  quantity  of  blood  have  not  been 
already  loft,  we  fhould  endeavor  to  reftrain  it  by  the  means  com¬ 
monly  directed  for  that  purpofe,  and  wait  for  nature’s  afliftance  in 
the  expulfion  of  the  child  :  And  it  is  thence  evident,  that  this  prac¬ 
tice  will  have  an  advantage  over  the  uncertain  one  hitherto  adopted, 
becaufe  our  determination  about  what  we  do,  w'iil  ever  be  more  fafe 
and  fatisfadtory  ;  for  if,  on  the  one  hand,  we  wait,  we  fhall  have  the 
fatisfadtion  of  knowing  that,  in  all  probability,  nature  will  be  able  to 
expel  the  foetus  ;  and  if,  on  the  other  hand,  we  immediately  turn,  the 
child,  we  fliall,  alfo,  have  the  fatisfadtion  of  know  ing  that  nothing 
but  turning  can  relieve  the  woman,  and  that,  therefore,  we  do  not 
give  her  unneceffary  pain  :  And  finally,  that  our  doing  it  before  the 
patient  has  fuftained  too  great  a  lofs  of  blood,  wfill  make  the  chance 
of  fuccefs  more  probable,  and  thereby  be  the  means  of  preventing, 
in  fome  meafure,  the  fatality  which  has  hitherto  fo  frequently  at¬ 
tended  thefe  cafes,  and  which  has,  perhaps,  been  more  owing  to  a  ra¬ 
tional  method  of  treatment  not  being  known,  than  is  commonly  im¬ 
agined. 


CASE  I. 

DECEMBER  29,  1769,  I  was  fen t  for,  in  the  afternoon,  to  the 

wife  of - gait's.  She  was  at  the  latter  cud  of  the  eighth  month 

of  pregnancy,  and  had  been  feized  the  preceding  evening,  with  a  dif- 
pliarge  of  blood  from  the  uterus  ;  it  begain  without  pain,  and  in 
frnall  quantity,  but  increafed  by  degrees,  and  was  confidcrable  when 
I  faw  her  ;  fhe  had  now,  however,  frnall  pains,  by  which  the  os  uteri 
was  already  fomewbat  dilated.  1  admitted  as  much  cold  air  as  I 
could  into  the  room,  fupplied  her  frequently  with  cool  and  nouriili- 
ing  drinks,  and  as  the  pains  (till  continued,  waited  until  the  mem¬ 
branes  were  fo  far  diftended  and  puflied  down,  that  I  could  fcratc|i 
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them  with  my  nail,  by  which  means  I  broke  them,  and  let  the  water 
efcape  ;  the  difcharge  immediately  leflened,  the  pains  increafed,  and, 
in  a  little  while,  I  felt  one  foot  of  the  foetus  prefenting  ;  I  brought  it 
down,  and  with  great  eafe,  drew  forth  a  fmall  dead  child.  The  pla* 
centa  came  away  in  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  the  flooding  became 
lefs  and  lefs,  and  the  poor  woman,  though  much  reduced  by  the  lofs 
the  had  fuftained,  recovered  in  the  ufual  time. 

CASE  IT. 

FEBRUARY  6,  1770,  - -Stannard.  She  was  a  fmall  delicate 

woman,  of  a  lickly  relaxed  habit,  and  had  born  feveral  children. 
About  the  end  of  the  eighth  month,  a  flooding  came  on,  without 
any  previous  pain,  or  fymptoms  of  labor.  I  law  her  in  the  evening, 
after  the  difcharge  had  been  leveral  hours,  though  as  yet  it  had  not 
been  very  profufe  ;  Hie  was,  however,  very  faint  and  languid  :  By 
keeping  her  upon  the  bed  with  but  few  clothe^  upon  it,  and  admit¬ 
ting  cool  air  into  the  room,  it  evidently  lelfened  :  I  found  the  os 
tinea?  relaxed,  and  a  little  opened  ;  after  examining  feveral  times, 
(and,  probably  by  the  flight  irritation,  occafioned  by  the  frequent 
touch)  it  opened  fomewhat  more,  and  the  membranes  protruded  fo 
far,  as  to  be  felt  by  my  linger  :  I  immediately  broke  them,  the  dif- 
charge  abated  flill  more,  and  fome  flight  pains  fucceeding,  the  was, 
in  about  half  an  hour  after  the  Breaking  of  them,  delivered,  with  re¬ 
markable  eafe,  of  a  fmall  living  child  ;  the  placenta  was  removed 
without  trouble,  the  difcharge  was  moderate,  flopped  at  is  proper 

A 

time,  and  the  woman  perfectly  recovered. 

CASE  W. 

IN  the  evening  of  Auguft  12,  1772,  I  was  fent  for  to  the  wife  of 

- - Leman ,  a  pauper,  belonging  to  the  town  ;  fhe  had  a  midwife 

with  her,  who  informed  me  her  patient  had  been  flooding  in  fome 
decree  during  the  day,  and  that  it  had,  in  the  laft  hour,  very  much 
increafed.  I  examined,  found  the  difcharge  confiderable,  the  uteru$ 
was  fcarce  at  all  open,  and  fhe  was  without  pain  ;  flie  was,  more¬ 
over,  extremely  faint,  and  feemed  to  have  fuffered  much  more  than 
any  of  the  former  patients  :  Admitting  cool  air  into  the  room,  &c. 
as  in  the  other  cafes,  for- a  while  abated  the  difcharge  ;  but  as  it  re¬ 
turned  very  loon,  and  the  woman  feemed  in  the  molt  immediate 

danger. 
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Sanger,  I  was  very  defirous  of  attempting  to  relieve  her  by  turning 
the  child  ;  but  judging  it  right  to  have  the  opinion  of  another  bur¬ 
geon,  1  bent  for  one  who  has  had  conbiderable  practice  in  this  city. 
He  feemed  to  think  my  patient  too  far  gone  to  receive  relief  front 
any  attempt  whatever  to  flop  the  flooding  ;  and  as  he  added,  that  it 
was  his  opinion,  fhe  would  bmk  during  the  operation,  as  one  or  two 
had  before  done  on  whom  he  had  made  the  like  attempt,  he  advifed 
me  not  to  turn  the  child.  His  advice  prevented  my  doing  it  imme¬ 
diately,  though  before  his  arrival  it  was  my  defign  to  attempt  it,  if 
he  juftified  it  :  I  was  determined,  however,  not  to  leave  the  bed  fide* 
that  if  there  came  on  the  leafi  degree  of  pain,  bo  as  to  allow  me  to 
feel  the  membranes,  I  might,  as  I  had  before  done,  pierce  them  with 
a  probe,  or  if  the  flooding  increafed,  and  I  found  it  practicable  to 
introduce  my  hand,  I  fiill  refolved  to  attempt  the  removal  of  the 
Child. 

by  carefully  attending  to  keep  the  room  very  cool,  by  preventing 
my  patient  from  being  the  lead  flirred,  and  being  myfelf  her  nurfe, 
in  giving  here  very  few  minutes  fmall  quantities  of  the  cooled  drinks, 
I  prevented  the  aifeharge  from  increafing,  and  at  the  fame  time  bup- 
plied,  as  bar  as  I  could,  the  wade  of  what  fhe  did  lofe,  by  the  drinks 
fhe  took,  being  as  nutritious  as  I  could  venture  to  give  them,  with¬ 
out  their  being  irritating  :  After  attending  her  in  this  manner  about 
two  hours,  frequently  examining  and  gently  dimulating  the  os  inter¬ 
num,  there  came  on  at  length  a  dight  pain,  and  foon  after,  I  could 
juft  feel  the  membranes  with  the  end  of  my  finger  ;  I  immediately 
introduced  a  probe,  in  the  manner  I  had  before  done,  and  broke 
them  ;  it  had  the  fame  good  effeCt  as  before,  for  the  difeharge  im¬ 
mediately  flopped,  and  pain  coming  on,  the  uterus  opened,  the  head 
of  the  child  was  pufhed  dov/n,  and,  notwithdanding  the  very  alarm¬ 
ing  date  fhe  had,  but  jud  before  been  in,  die  was  boon  eafily,  and 
fafely  delivered,  by  the  natural  pains,  of  a  dead  child. 

CASE  VI. 

DECEMBER  i,  1772,  about  midnight,  I  was  bent  for  to  — - 

IVelcicti ,  another  pauper.  She  had  a  midwife  with  her,  who  inform¬ 
ed  me,  the  woman  had  been  flooding  a  conbiderable  time,  and  had 
led  a  large  quantity  of  blood,  which  feemed  to  be  true,  from  the 
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date  the  poor  creature  was  in  ;  for  her  faintnefs  was  extreme,  an’l 
lhe  had  every  fymptom  of  the  molt  immediate  danger. 

ipfon  examination,  I  found  the  os  uteri  more  dilated  than  in  any 
of  the  former  cafes,  dnd  the  placenta  evidently  prefenting  :  As  no 
pofiible  relief  could,  in  this  cafe,  be  expended  from  waiting,  I  at  ones 
refolved  to  give  her  the  chance  of  an  immediate  delivery  ;  which  I 
’effected  by  introducing  my  hand  into  the  uterus,  turning  dnd  bring¬ 
ing  away  the  foetus  ;  and  this  I  did  with  much  greater  eafe  than  t 
could  have  imagined,  as  the  refiftance  from  the  uterus  was  very  trif¬ 
ling  ;  I  endeavored  to  pafs  my  hand  through  the  fubftance  of  the  pla¬ 
centa,  but  not  being  able' to  do  it,  I  leparated  it  on  one  fide,  until 
there  was  room  for  my  hand  to  pafs. 

the  woman  remained  very  faint  and  weak  a  long  time  after  de¬ 
livery,  but  being  carefully  nurfed,  the  recovered  by  degrees,  and 
was  able  to  go  out  before  the  end  of  the  month.  This  was  likewiie 
a  dead  child. 

CASE  Vlt. 

DECEMBER  29,  1772,  about  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning,  I  was 

called  to - Freevian>  a  poor  woman,  who  was  under  the  care  of 

a  midwife  ;  the  had  been  flooding  many  hours,  and  had  loft  an  im¬ 
moderate  quantity  of  blood,  was  greatly  funk,  and  appeared  to  be 
almoft  dying.  On  examination,  I  found  the  mouth  of  the  uterus  as 
open  as  in  the  laft  cafe,  and  the  placenta  fituated  ia  like  manner* 
which  determined  me  to  purfue  the  fame  method  I  had  fo  fuccefsful- 
!y  ufed  in  that. 

the  pelvis  w?as  narrow  and  diftorted,  but  I  introduced  my  hand 
into  the  uterus,  and  turned  tlie  child  with  all  defirable  eafe  ;  thfc 
feet,  body,  and  arms  of  the  foetus  I  brought  down  in  the  ufual  man¬ 
ner,  and  with  no  more  than  ufual  difficulty  ;  but  when  I  came  to 
tlie  head,  it  remained  fo  faft  betwixt  the  bones  of  the  pelvis,  that 
though  I  got  one  of  my  fingers  into  the  mouth,  (the  face  being  to¬ 
wards  the  facrum)  and  pulled  the  body,  at  the  fame  time,  with  con- 
fiderable  force,  I  could  not  move  it  in  the  lead  degree,  infomuch 
that  the  vertebrae  of  the  neck  began  to  give  way  ;  which  made  me 
defift  from  pulling  fo  forcibly,  and  induced  me  to  fend  for  the  af- 
fiffiance  of  another  furgeon. 
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Me  made  feveral  fimilar  but  unfuccefsful  attempts  ;  we  there- 
therefore  concluded,  that  nothing  but  leffening  the  fize  of  the  head, 
by  evacuating  the  brain,  would  allow  it  to  pafs  ;  but  to  effect  this 
was  no  cafy  matter  ;  he  thought  it  poffible  to  pafs  the  fciffars  through 
the  os  palati  into  the  head,  and  attempted  it  ;  when  the  fciffars  had 
pierced  the  bones,  I  endeavored  to  enlarge  the  opening,  but  could 
not  do  it  ;  in  tracing  with  my  finger  round  the  head,  as  far  as  I  was 
able,  I  thought  there  was  a  poffibility  of  pufhing  in  fome  curved  in- 
ftrument  behind  the  ear,  at  the  lower  end  of  the  temporal  bone  ;  but 
tlie  fciffars  being  flrait,  I  could  not  ufe  them  ;  however,  from  the 
loofenefsof  the  fcalp,  (for  it  ought  to  be  obferved,  that  the  child  was 
dead,  and  almofl  putrid,  which  was  certainly  the  reafon  why  the  ver¬ 
tebrae  of  the  neck,  feparated  fo  eafdy,  when  I  attempted  to  pull  the 
head)  I  thought  I  could  pufh  in  the  curved  end  of  a  blunt  hook, 
which,  with  a  good  deal  of  difficulty,  I  effedted,  and  by  degrees  in- 
finuated  it  under  the  temporal  bone  ;  the  opening  I  eafdy  enlarged, 
by  my  finger,  and  with  one  blade  of  the  forceps,  fo  that  at  length 
fome  of  the  brain  came  away,  the  head  was  thereby  compreffed  into 
a  fmaller  compafs,  and  fhe  was  delivered  :  But  the  extreme  fatigue 
had  undergone  by  this  unlucky  difficulty,  joined  to  the  immoder¬ 
ate  lofs  of  blood  fhe  had  previoufly  fudained,  wras  more  than  die  was 
able  to  fupport,  and  die  died  the  following  morning. 

since  the  above  cafe  happened,  I  have  procured  a  pair  of  fciffars 
curved  at  the  points,  (fomewhat  like  tonfil  fciffars)  wffiich  may 
eafdy  be  ufed  where  it  is  found  neceffary  to  open  the  head,  after  de¬ 
livering  the  red;  of  the  child. 

CASE  X. 

FEBRUARY  12,  1773,  I  was  fent  for  to - Marjhall ,  a  poor 

woman  in  the  workhoufe,  who  was  in  her  lad  month  of  pregnancy, 
and  had  been  flooding  about  two  hours  ;  fhe  had,  in  that  time,  lofl  a 
very  great  quantity  of  blood,  and  was  fo  much  funk  by  it,  that  die 
v  died  foon  after  I  came  into  the  room. 

1  had  an  opportunity  of  opening  the  body,  the  following  morn¬ 
ing  :  The  membranes  adhered  univerfally  to  the  uterus,  by  thfi 
fpongy  chorion  ;  I  carefully  meafured  the  water  contained  in  the 
bag,  and  there  were  three  pints  of  it :  The  child  laid,  with  the  head 
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©bliquely  to  the  right  fide  of  the  fundus  uteri,  and  the  face  toward* 
the  fpine  ;  the  hands  were  turned  upon  the  face,  holding  eacli  one 
of  the  feet,  fo  that  the  podex  would  have  prefented ;  the  placenta 
was  fituated  upon  the  os  uteri,  and  a  partial  reparation  of  it,  not 
bigger  than  a  crown  piece,  was  the  caufe  of  this  fatal  haemorrhage. 
Before  fhe  died,  I  examined  with  my  finger,  found  the  uterus  very 
little  open,  and  did  not  feel  the  placenta* 

REMARK. 

this  cafe  proves,  that  the  os  uteri  fometimes  does  not  at  all  di¬ 
late  to  the  fize  that  has  been  ufually  thought  necelfary  for-  fafe  de¬ 
livery,  and  that  it  is  not,  therefore,  always  right  to  defer  turning  the 
child,  in  expectation  of  it :  Had  I  been  with  the  woman  fooner,  I 
certainly  fhould  have  attempted  it  ;  and  as  from  the  firft,  there  had 
been  a  confiderable  difeharge,  in  all  probability  the  uterus  was  fo  re¬ 
laxed,  that  it  might  have  been  eafily  and  fafely  effected. 

CASE  XIII. 

JUNE  27,  1773,  — - PI  ay  ford.  She  was  attended  by  a  midwife* 

at  the  time  I  wras  fent  for,  and  had  been  flooding  very  much  feveral 
hours  ;  the  difeharge  was  fill  profufe,  the  os  uteri  quite  fhut,  and 
from  the  faintnefs  fhe  was  in,  the  was  altogether  without  pain* 
though  the  complaint  came  on  with  labor  pains  :  She  had  the  mod 
threatening  appearance,  and  I  very  much  feared  I  could  be  of  no 
fervice  to  her,  and  intimated  it  to  the  midwife  and  the  affiftants,  but 
added,  that  if  there  were  any  pollible  chance*  it  muff  be  from  im* 
mediately  delivering  her. 

as  they  were  defirous  of  another  furgeon’s  opinion,  I  fent  for  a 
gentlfeman,  who  confirmed  what  I  had  laid  reflecting  the  danger  the 
woman  was  in,  and  agreed  with  me,  that  the  only  chance  fhe  could 
have  muff  be  from  a  fpeedy  delivery  ;  the  practicability  of  which, 
however;  he  rather  doubted,  as  the  os  tincte  was  fo  little  open  :  I 
apprehended  great  difficulty  in  doing  it,  and  feared  likewife,  that  if 
I  fucceeded  in  bringing  away  the  child,  the  woman  would  hardly 
furvive  the  lof's  fhe  had  fuftained  ;  but  having  fucceeded  before, 
much  beyond  my  expectation,  I  thought  it  right  to  attempt  it:  I 
introduced  my  hand  into  the  vagina,  for  this  purpofe,  and  firft  one, 
then  more  fingers,  into  the  uterus,  when  (and  not  before)  I  found 
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the  placenta  fixed  to  the  os  uteri ;  I  endeavored  to  pafs  my  finger 
through  the  fubfiance  of  it,  but  was  not  able,  though  I  tried  fome 
time  ;  I  therefore  feparated  it  on  one  fide,  and  got  my  hand  com¬ 
pletely  into  the  uterus  ;  the  head  of  the  child  prefented,  but  I  foon 
got  hold  of  the  feet,  brought  them  down,  and  delivered  with  the 
fame  eafe  as  in  the  lad  cafe  of  turning  :  The  woman  remained  very 
languid  a  long  while,  and  feemed  hardly  alive  for  many  hours  ;  but 
by  fupplying  her  frequently  with  cool  and  nutritious  drinks,  and 
carefully  managing  her  in  other  refpe£ls,  Pie  recovered  entirely. 

REMARK. 

this  cafe  appears  much  to  have  referrtbled  that  of  MarJhall ,  who 
died  undelivered  ;  as  the  difcharge  was  very  pfofufe,  and  the  uterus 
very  little  open,  the  difference  in  the  event  being  produced  merely 
by  my  being  fortunately  called  fooner  to  this  woman.  The  eafe 
with  which  the  turning  was  effected,  and  the  fuccefs  which  attended 
it,  confirm  the  remark  made  to  that  cafe,  that  it  is  fometimes  jufti* 
fiable  to  deliver  where  the  os  uteri  is  not  dilated  to  the  fize  of  a 
fliilling,  or  a  half  crown-. 

CASE  XXII. 

DECEMBER  1 6,  1774, - —  Smithy  a  healthy,  Prong  young 

Woman,  in  the  lafi  month  of  pregnancy,  fent  for  me  in  the  evening, 
having  had,  for  feveral  hours,  a  difcharge  of  blood  from  the  uterus. 
I  immediately  introduced  my  hand  into  the  vagina,  and  with  one 
finger  in  the  os  uteri,  which  was  foft  and  yielding,  I  imagined  I 
found  the  placenta  ;  but,  upon  further  examination,  was  fatisfied 
that  it  was  nothing  more  than  a  eoagulum  of  blood,  as  T  very  evi¬ 
dently  felt  the  membranes,  with  the  head  of  the  child  behind  them. 
The  dilatation  produced  by  this  examination,  was  fufficient  to  have 
rendered  the  introduction  of  the  hand  into  the  uterus,  to  turn  the 
foetus,  if  it  had  been  neceffary,  very  practicable  ;  but  being  confi¬ 
dent  of  the  great  probability,  not  to  fay  certainty,  there  was  of  na¬ 
ture’s  being  able  to  expel  the  child  in  due  time,  I  thought  it  right  to 
endeavor  to  reftrain  the  prefent  difcharge,  and  wait  for  pain.  This 
was  foon  effected,  by  the  ufual  means,  and  there  feemed  a  probabil¬ 
ity  of  her  going  to  her  full  time,  if  kept  (till  and  cool,  for  it  Popped 
entirely  for  two  days. 
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it  returned,  however,  on  the  third  day  from  the  firft  attack,  wheat 
it  was  probably  occafioned  by  fome  imprudent  exercife  in  the  wom¬ 
an,  as  the  had  not  yet  gone  her  full  time  ;  but  being  now  accompa¬ 
nied  with  pains,  the  uterus  opened,  the  child  was  pufhed  down  and 
expelled  with  remarkable  eafe.  The  haemorrhage,  in  this  cafe,  rath¬ 
er  increafed  after  the  delivery  of  the  child,  and  did  not  abate  until 
the  placenta  was  removed,  which  did  not  defcend  fo  foon  as  it  ufual- 
ly  does. 

CASE  XXIV. 

JUNE  19,  1775,  I  was  lent  for  to  - - -  Hobiey  a  poor  woman, 

under  the  care  of  a  midwife  :  She  had  been  flooding  leveral  hours, 
and,  in  the  laft  half  hour,  the  difcharge  had  confiderably  increafed. 
I  immediately  examined  voith  my  hand  in  the  vagina  (for  with  the  fin¬ 
ger  only  I  could  but  juft  touch  theoutfideof  the  os  uteri)  and  found, 
by  introducing  one  finger  into  the  uterus,  that  the  placenta  was  at 
the  mouth  of  it  :  SJje  had  loft  a  confiderable  quantity  of  blood,  and 
was  very  faint,  but  did  not  appear  to  have  fuffered  fo  much  as  to 
'  have  induced  me,  had  the  placenta  not  been  there,  or  had  I  made  no 
inquiry  to  find  it,  to  have  turned  the  child  ;  but  being  convinced  of 
the  danger  of  delay,  I  determined  to  deliver  ;  and  previous  to  my 
doing  it,  fent  for  a  furgeon  who  had  been  before  with  me  in  fome  of 
the  foregoing  cafes. 

when  he  came,  I  told  him  the  woman’s  fituation,  and  defired  him 
to  examine  in  the  common  way,  with  one  finger  only,  which  he  did, 
but  could  find  nothing  unufual  at  the  mouth  of  the  womb  ;  I  then 
defired  him  to  introduce  his  hand,  as  I  had  done  ;  he  did  this,  and 
immediately  difcovered  the  placenta  ;  he,  therefore,  agreed  with  me 
in  the  propriety  of  immediate  delivery. 

I  introduced  my  hand  into  the  uterus,  and  found  the  child  ly¬ 
ing  in  the  natural  pofture  ;  I  pafled  the  head,  and  with  tolerable  eafe 
got  hold  of  the  feet,  brought  them  down,  and  extracted  a  dead  child. 

the  woman  remained  extremely  languid  for  fome  time  after  de¬ 
livery  ;  but,  notwithftanding  this,  and  that  ftie  labored  under  every 
difadvantage  produced  by  extreme  poverty,  and  a  remarkble  igno¬ 
rance  in  her  afliftants,  having  neither  pure  air,  clean  linen,  and  hard¬ 
ly  common  nutriment  for  feveral  hours,  yet  fhe  perfectly  recovered. 
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j[WE  are  indebted  for  the  three  following  Extra&s*  to  our  inge* 
nious  countryman,  the  celebrated  Dr.  Benjamin  Rush,  Profef* 
for  of  Chymiftry  at  the  Univerfity  of  Pennfyl vania,  and  Honorary 
Member  of  the  MafTachufetts  Medical  Society.] 

An  Account  of  the  Disorder  occafioned  by  drink* 
ing  Cold  Water  in  warm  Weather*  and  the 
Method  of  curing  it. 

EW  fummers  elapfe  in  Philadelphia,  in  which  there  are 
not  inftances  of  many  perfons  being  affedted  by  drinking  cold  water* 
In  fome  feafons  four  or  five  perfons  have  died  fuddenly  from  this 
caufe  in  one  day. 

this  mortality  falls  chiefly  upon  the  laboring  part  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  who  feek  to  allay  their  third:  by  drinking  the  water  from  the 
puriips  in  the  ftreets,  and  who  are  too  impatient  or  too  ignorant  to 
ufe  the  neceifary  precautions  for  preventing  its  morbid  or  deadly  ef- 
fedts  upon  them.  Thefe  accidents  feldom  happen,  except  when  the 
$  rifes  above  S50  in  Fahrenheit’s  thermometer. 

1  ,  •  <-i 

three  circumftances  generally  concur  to  produce  difeafe  or  death 

from  drinking  cold  water.— - 1.  The  patient  is  extremely  warm.— 

2.  The  water  is  extremely  cold. — And  3.  A  large  quantity  of  it  is 
fuddenly  taken  into  the  body.  The  danger  from  drinking  the  cold 
water  is  always  in  proportion  to  the  degrees  of  combination  which 
occur  in  the  three  circumftances  that  have  been  mentioned. 

the  following  fymptoms  generally  follow,  where  cold  water  has 
been  taken,  under  the  above  circumftances,  into  the  body. 

iN  a  few  minutes  after  the  patient  has  fwallowed  the  water,  he  is 
affedled  by  a  dimnefs  of  fight  ;  he  flaggers  in  attempting  to  walk, 
and  unlefs  fupported,  falls  to  the  ground  ;  he  breathes  with  diffi¬ 
culty  ;  a  rattling  is  heard  in  his  throat  ;  his  noftrils  and  cheeks  ex¬ 
pand  and  contract  in  every  adt  of  refpiration  ;  his  face  appears  fuf- 
fufed  with  blood,  and  of  a  livid  color  ;  his  extremities  become  cold, 

and 

*  Vide  Medical  Inquiries  and  ObferVations.  By  Benjamin  Rufh,  M.  D. 
ProfeQbr  of  Chymiftry  in  the  Univerfity  of  Pennfylvania.  8vo.— Lend.  1789. 
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and  his  pulfe  imperceptible  ;  and  unlefs  relief  is  fpeedily  obtained/ 
the  diforder  terminates  in  death  in  four  or  five  minutes. 

this  defeription  includes  only  the  lefs  common  cafes  of  the  effe&s 
of  drinking  a  large  quantity  of  cold  water,  when  the  body  is  pretcr- 
naturally  heated.  More  frequently,  patients  are  feized  with  acute? 
fpafm  in  the  breaft  and  ftomach.  Thefe  fpafms  are  fo  painful  as  to 
produce  fyncope,  and  even  afphyxia.  They  are  fometimes  of  the 
tonic  but  more  frequently  of  the  clonic  kind.  In  the  intervals  of 
the  fpafms  the  patient  appears  to  be  perfectly  well.  The  intervals’ 
between  each  fpafm  become  longer  or  fhorter,  according  as  the  dif- 
eafe  tends- to  life  or  death. 

it  may  not  be  improper  to  take  notice  that  punch,  beer,  and  even 
toddy,  when  drank  under  the  fame  circumftances  as  cold  water,  have 
all  been  known  to  produce  the  fame  morbid  and  fatal  effects. 

i  know  of  but  one  certain  remedy  for  this  difeafe,  and  that  is 
liquid  laudanum.  The  dofes  of  it  as  in  other  cafes  of  fpafm,  fiiould 
be  proportioned  to  the  violence  of  the  difeafe.  From  a  tea  fpoon- 
ful  to  near  a  table  fpoonful  have  been  given  in  fome  inftances,  be¬ 
fore  relief  has  been  obtained.  Where  the  powers  of  life  appear  to 
be  fuddenly  fufpended,  the  fame  remedies  fhould  be  ufed,  which 
have  been  fo  fuccefsfully  employed  in  recovering  perfons  fuppofed 
to  be  dead  from  drowning. 

care  fiiould  be  taken  in  every  cafe  of  difeafe,  or  apparent  death* 
from  drinking  cold  water,  to  prevent  the  patient's  fuffering  from 
being  furrounded,  or  even  attended  by  too  many  people. 

persons  who  have  been  recovered  from  the  immediate  danger 
which  attends  this  difeafe,  are  fometimes  affe&ed  after  it,  by  inflam¬ 
mations  and  obftrudtions  in  the  breaft  cr  liver.  Thefe  generally 
yield  to  the  ufual  remedies  which  are  adminiftered  in  thofe  com-* 
plaints,  when  they  arife  from  other  caufes. 

if  neither  the  voice  of  reafon,  nor  the  fatal  examples  of  thofe  who 
have  periftted  from  this  caufe,  are  fufficient  to  produce  reftraint  in 
drinking  a  large  quantity  of  cold  liquors,  when  the  body  is  preter- 
naturally  heated,  then  let  me  advife  to 
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t.  grasp  the  veffiel  out  of  which  you  are  about  to  drink,  for  a 
minute  or  longer  with  both  your  hands.  This  will  abftra6t  a  por¬ 
tion  of  heat  from  the  body,  and  impart  it  at  the  fame  time  to  the 
cold  liquor,  provided  the  velfel  is  made  of  metal,  glafs,  or  earth  ; 
for  heat  follows  the  fame  laws  in  many  inftances,  in  pafimg  through 
bodies  with  regard  to  its  relative  velocity,  which  we  obferve  to  take 
place  in  eleftricity, 

2.  if  you  are  not  furnifhed  with  a  cup,  and  are  obliged  to  drink 
by  bringing  your  mouth  in  contact  with  the  ftream  which  ilTues  from 
a  pump  or  a  fpring,  always  walh  your  hands  and  face  previoufly  to 
your  drinking,  with  a  little  of  the  cold  water.  By  receiving  the 
ffiock  of  the  water  firft  upon  thole  parts  of  the  body,  a  portion  of  its 
heat  is  conveyed  away,  and  the  vital  parts  are  thereby  defended  front 
the  action  of  the  cold. 


An  Account  of  the  external  Ufe  of  Arsenic  in  the 


A  FEW  years  ago  a  certain  Dr.  Hugh  Martin,  a  furgeon 
of  one  of  the  Pennfylvania  regiments  Rationed  at  Pittfburg,  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  late  war,  came  to  this  city,  and  advertifed  to 
cure  cancers  with  a  medicine  which  he  faid  he  had  dilcovered  in  the 
woods,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  garrifon.  As  Dr.  Martin  had 
once  been  my  pupil,  I  took  the  liberty  of  waiting  upon  him,  and 
afked  him  fome  quelfions  refpe^ting  his  difcovery.  His  anfwers 
were  calculated  to  make  me  believe,  that  his  medicine  was  of  a  vege^ 
table  nature,  and  that  it  was  originally  an  Indian  remedy.  He 
lhewed  me  fome  of  the  medicine,  which  appeared  to  be  the  powder 
of  a  well  dried  root  of  fome  kind.  Anxious  to  fee  the  fuccefs  of 
this  medicine  in  cancerous  fores,  I  prevailed  upon  the  doctor  to  ad¬ 
mit  me  to  fee  him  apply  it  in  two  or  three  cafes.  I  obferved  in 
fome  inftances,  he  applied  a  powder  to  the  parts  affected,  and  in 
others  only  touched  them  with  a  feather  dipped  in  a  liquid  which 
had  a  w  hite  fediment,  and  which  he  made  me  believe  was  the  vege¬ 
table  root  diffufed  in  water.  It  gave  me  great  pleafure  to  wdtnefs 
til?  efficacy  of  the  doctor’s  applications.  In  fevenil  cancerous  ulcers 
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the  cures  he  performed  were  complete.  Where  the  cancers  were 
much  connected  with  the  lymphatic  fyffem,  or  accompanied  with  a 
fcrophulous  habit  of  body,  his  medicine  always  failed,  and,  in  fome 
inlfances,  did  evident  mifchief. 

anxious  to  difcover  a  medicine  that  promiled  relief  in  even  a 
few  cafes  of  cancers,  and  fuppofing  that  all  the  cauftic  vegetables 
were  nearly  alike,  I  applied  the  phytolacca  or  poke  root,  the  llramo- 
nium,  the  arum,  and  one  or  two  others,  to  foul  ulcers,  in  hopes  of 
feeing  the  fame  effedls  from  them  which  I  had  feen  from  Dr.  Martin's 
powder  ;  but  in  thefe  I  was  difappointed.  They  gave  feme  pain,  but 
performed  no  cures.  At  length  I  was  furnifhed  by  a  gentleman  from 
Pittfburg  with  a  powder  which  I  had  no  doubt,  from  a  variety  of 
circumftances,  was  of  the  fame  kind  as  that  ufed  by  Dr.  Martin.  I 
applied  it  to  a  fungous  ulcer,  but  without  producing  the  degrees  of 
pain,  inflammation,  or  difeharge,  which  I  had  been  acculfomed  to 
fee  from  the  application  of  Dr.  Martin’s  powder.  After  this,  I 
fhould  have  fufpedted  that  the  powder  was  not  a  fimple  root,  had,  pot 
the  doctor  continued  upon  all  pccafions  to  allure  me,  that  it  was 
wholly  a  vegetable  preparation. 

in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1784,  the  dodtor  died,  and  it  was 
generally  believed  that  his  medicine  had  died  with  him.  A  lew 
weeks  after  his  death  I  procured,  from  one  of  his  adminiftrators,  a 
few  ounces  of  the  dodlor’s  powder,  partly  with  a  view  of  applying 
it  to  a  cancerous  fore  which  then  offered,  and  partly  with  a  view  of 
examining  it  more  minutely  than  I  had  been  able  to  do  during  the 
dodtor’s  life.  Upon  throwing  the  powder,  which  W'as  of  a  brown 
color,  upon  a  piece  of  white  paper,  I  perceived  diftindtly  a  number 
of  white  particles  fcattered  through  it.  I  lufpedted  at  firft  that  they 
were  corrofive  fublimate,  but  the  ufual  tells  of  that  metallic  fait  foon 
convinced  me  that  I  was  millaken.  Recolledring  that  arlenic  was 
the  bafis  of  molt  of  the  celebrated  cancer  powders  that  have  been 
ufed  in  the  world,  I  had  recourfe  to  the  teds  for  detedling  it.  Up¬ 
on  fprinkling  a  fmall  quantity  of  the  powder  upon  fome  coals  of 
fire,  it  emitted  the  garlic  fmell  fo  perceptibly  as  to  be  know  n  by 
feveral  perfons  whom  I  called  into  the  room  where  I  made  the  ex¬ 
periment,  and  who  knew  nothing  of  the  objedt  of  my  inquiries. 
After  this,  with  fome  difficulty,  I  picked  opt  about  three  or  fouy 
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grains  of  the  white  powder,  and  bound  them  between  two  pieces  of 
copper,  which  I  threw  into  the  fire.  After  the  copper  pieces  be¬ 
came  red  hot,  I  took  them  out  of  the  fire,  and  when  they  had  cool¬ 
ed,  discovered  an  evident  whitenefs  imparted  to  both  of  them.  One 
of  the  pieces  afterwards  looked  like  dull  Silver.  Thefe  two  tefts 
have  generally  been  thought  Sufficient  to  distinguish  the  prefence  of 
arfenic  in  any  bodies  ;  but  I  made  ufe  of  a  third,  which  has  lately 
been  communicated  to  the  world  by  Mr.  Bergman,  and  which  is 
fuppofed  to  be  in  all  cafes  infallible. 

I  infused  a  Small  quantity  of  the  powder  in  a  Solution  of  a  vege¬ 
table  alkali  in  water  for  a  few  hours,  and  then  poured  it  upon  a  So¬ 
lution  of  blue  vitriol  in  water.  The  color  of  the  vitriol  was  imme¬ 
diately  changed  to  a  beautiful  green,  and  afterwards  precipitated. 

I  shall  clofe  this  paper  with  a  few  remarks  upon  this  powder, 
and  upon  the  cure  of  cancers  and  foul  ulcers  of  all  kinds. 

f  .  the  ufe  of  cauftics  in  cancers  and  foul  ulcers  is  very  ancient, 
and  univerSal.  But  I  believe  arfenic  to  be  the  molt  efficacious  of 
any  that  has  ever  been  ufed.  It  is  the  bafis  of  Plunket’s  and  prob¬ 
ably  of  Guy’s  well  known  cancer  powders.  The  great  art  of  apply¬ 
ing  it  Successfully,  is  to  dilute  and  mix  it  in  Such  a  manner  as  to 
mitigate  the  violence  of  its  aflion.  Dr.  Martin’s  composition  was 
happily  calculated  for  this  purpofe.  It  gave  lefs  pain  than  the  com¬ 
mon  or  lunar  cauftic.  It  excited  a  moderate  inflammation,  which 
leparated  the  morbid  from  the  found  parts,  and  promoted  a  plentiful 
afflux  of  humors  to  the  fore  during  its  application.  It  Seldom  pro¬ 
duced  an  efcar  ;  hence  it  infinuated  itfelf  into  the  deepeft  receffes  of 
the  cancers,  and  frequently  Separated  thole  fibres  in  an  unbroken 
fiate  which  are  generally  called  the  roots  of  the  cancer.  Upon  this 
account,  I  think,  ip  au  ulcerated  cancer  it  is  tp  be  preferred  to  the 
knife.  It  has  no  aftion  upon  the  found  Ikin.  This  Dr.  Hall  prov¬ 
ed  by  confining  a  Small  quantity  of  it  upon  Jus  arm  for  many  hours. 
In  thofe '  cafes  where  Dr.  Martin  ufed  it  to  extract  cancerous  or 
fchirrhous  tumors  that  were  not  ulcerated,  I  have  realon  to  believe 
that  he  always  broke  the  Ikin  with  Spanifli  flies. 

V  '  .  * 

2.  the  arfenic  ufed  by  the  doflor  was  the  pure  white  arfenic.  I 
ihould  fuppofe  from  the  examination  I  made  of  the  pow  der  with  the 
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eye,  that  the  proportion  of  arfenic  to  the  vegetable  powder,  could 
not  be  more  than  T0  part  of  the  whole  compound.  I  have  reafon 
to  think  that  the  doctor  employed  different  vegetable  fubftances  at 
different  times.  The  vegetable  matter  with  which  the  arfenic  was 
combined  in  the  powder  which  I  ufed  in-  my  experiments,  was  prob¬ 
ably  nothing  more  titan  the  powder  of  the  root  and  berries  of  the 
folanum  lethale,  or  deadly  night fitade.  As  the  principal,  and  per¬ 
haps  the  only  defign  of  the  vegetable  addition  was  to  blunt  the  activ¬ 
ity  of  the  arfenic,  I  fhould  fuppofe  that  the  fame  proportion  of  comr 
mon  w’heat  flour  as  the  doctor  ufed  of  his  cauflic  vegetables,  would 
anfwer  nearly  the  fame  purpofe.  In  thofe  cafes  where  the  dodtor 
applied  a  feather  dipped  in  a  liquid  to  the  fore  of  his  patient,  I  have 
no  doubt  but  his  vial  contained  nothing  but  a  weak  folution  of  arfe¬ 
nic  in  water.  This  is  no  new  method  of  applying  arfenic  to  foul 
ulcers.  Dr.  Way,  of  Wilmington,  lias  fpcken  in  the  higheft  terms 
to  me  of  a  wafh  for  foulneffes  on  the  fkin,  as  well  as  old  ulcers,  pre¬ 
pared  by  boiling  an  ounce  of  white  arfenic  in  two  quarts  of  water  to 
three  pints,  and  applying  it  once  or  twice  a  day. 

3.  1  mentioned,  formerly,  that  Dr.  Martin  was  often  unfuc? 
cefsful  in  the  application  of  his  powder.  This  was  occafioned  by 
his  ufing  it  indifcriminately  in  all  cafes.  In  fchirrous  and  cancer¬ 
ous  tumors,  the  knife  fliould  always  be  preferred  to  the  cauflic.  In 
cancerous  ulcers  attended  with  a  fcrophulous  or  a  bad  habit  of  body, 
fuch  particularly  as  have  their  feat  in  the  neck,  in  the  breads  of  fe- 
, males,  and  in  the  axillary  glands,  it  can  only  protrad  the  patient's 
mifery.  Moft  of  the  cancerous  fores  cured  by  Dr.  Martin  were 
feated  on  the  nofe,  or  cheeks,  or  upon  the  furface  or  extremities  of 
the  body.  It  remains  yet  to  difcover  a  cure  for  cancers  that  taint 
the  fluids,  or  infect  the  whole  lymphatic  fyflem.  This  cure  I  ap¬ 
prehend  mufl  be  fought  for  in  diet,  or  in  the  long  ufe  of  fome  inter¬ 
nal  medicine. 

to  pronounce  a  difeafe  incurable,  is  often  to  render  it  fo.  The 
intermitting  fever,  if  left  to  itfelf,  would  probably  prove  frequently, 
and  perhaps  more  fpeedily  fatal  than  cancers.  And  as  cancerous 
tumors  and  fores  are  often  neglected,  or  treated  improperly  by  in¬ 
judicious  people,  from  an  apprehenfion  that  they  are  incurable,  (to 
'Vvhifh  the  frequent  advice  of  phyficians  “  to  let  them  alone,”  has 

no 
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ro  doubt  contributed)  perhaps  the  introduction  of  arfenic  into  reg¬ 
ular  practice  as  a  remedy  for  cancers,  may  invite  to  a  more  early  ap¬ 
plication  to  phyficians,  and  thereby  prevent  the  deplorable  cafes 
that  have  been  mentioned,  which  are  often  rendered  fo  by  delay  or 
unfkilful  management. 

4.  it  is  not  in  cancerous  fores  only  that  Dr.  Martin’s  powder  has 
been  found  to  do  fervice.  In  fores  of  all  kinds,  and  from  a  variety 
of  caufes,  where  they  have  been  attended  with  fungous  fldh  or  cal¬ 
lous  edges,  I  have  uled  the  doctor’s  powder  with  advantage. 

1  flatter  myfelf  that  I  fhall  be  excufed  in  giving  this  detail  of 
a  quack  medicine,  when  we  refleCt  that  it  was  from  the  inven¬ 
tions  and  temerity  of  quacks,  that  phyficians  have  derived  fome 
of  their  inoft  a&ive  and  mod  ufeful  medicines. 


jin  Account  of  the  Efficacy  of  common  Salt,  in  the 

cure  of  Hemoptysis. 

F' ROM  the  prefent  edablifhed  opinions  and  pradtice  re- 
fpe&ing  the  caufe  and  cure  of  hcemoptyJis>  the  lad  medicine  that 
would  recur  to  a  regular  bred  phyfician  for  the  cure  of  it,  is  common 
fait  ;  and  yet  I  have  feen  and  heard  of  a  great  number  of  cafes,  in 
which  it  has  been  adminidered  with  fuccefs. 

the  mode  of  giving  it,  is  to  pour  down  from  a  tea,  to  a  table 
fpoonful  of  clean  fine  fait  as  foon  as  poflible  after  the  haemorrhage 
begins  from  the  lungs.  This  quantity  generally  flops  it  ;  but  the 
dofe  muft  be  repeated  daily  for  three  or  four  days,  to  prevent  a  re¬ 
turn  of  the  diforder.  If  the  bleeding  continues,  the  fait  rauft  be 
continued  until  it  is  checked,  but  in  larger  doles.  I  have  heard  of 
feveral  inftances  in  which  two  table  fpoonfuls  were  taken  at  one 
time  for  feveral  days. 

it  fometimes  excites  a  ficknefs  at  the  fiomach,  and  never  fails  to 
produce  a  burning  fenfation  in  the  throat  in  its  paffage  into  the 
doinach,  and  confiderable  third:  afterwards.  I  have  found  this  rem¬ 
edy  to  fucceed  equally  well  in  haemorrhages,  whether  they  were  ac¬ 
tive  or  paffive,  or  whether  they  occurred  in  young  or  in  old  people. 

1  had 
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i  had  prefcribed  it  for  feveral  years  before  I  could  fatisfy  myfelf 
with  a  theory,  to  account  for  its  extraordinary  adfion  upon  the  hu¬ 
man  body.  My  inquiries  led  me  to  attend  more  particularly  to  the 
following  fadts  : 

i.  those  perfons  who  have  been  early  inftrudted  in  vocal  mufic, 
and  who  ufe  their  vocal  organs  moderately  through  life,  are  feldom 
aft'edled  by  an  haemorrhage  from  the  lungs* 

,  2.  lawyers,  players,  public  cry ers,  and  city  watchmen,  all  of 
whom  exercife  their  lungs  either  by  long  or  loud  fpeaking,  are  lefs 
affected  by  this  diforder,  than  perfons  of  other  occupations. 

1  acknowledge  I  cannot  extend  this  obfervation  to  the  public 
teachers  of  religion.  I  have  known  feveral  inflances  of  their  being 
affected  by  haemoptyfis  ;  but  never  but  one  in  which  the  diforder 
came  on  in  the  pulpit,  and  that  was  in  a  perfon  who  had  been  recent¬ 
ly  cured  of  it.  The  caufes  which  I  have  leen,  have  generally  been 
brought  on  by  catarrhs. 

to  this  diforder,  the  pradtice  of  fome  of  our  American  preachers 
difpofes  them  in  a  peculiar  manner ;  for  it  is  very  common  with  this 
clafs  of  them,  to  expofe  themfelves  to  the  cold  or  evening  air  imme¬ 
diately  after  taking  what  a  celebrated  and  eloquent  preacher  ufed  to 
call  a  pulpit fweat. 

3.  this  haemorrhage  chiefly  occurs  in  debilitated  habits,  or  in 
perfons  afflicted  by  fuch  a  difpofition  to  confumption,  as  indicates  a 
weak  and  relaxed  Hate  of  the  lungs. 

4.  it  generally  occurs  when  the  lungs  are  in  a  paflive  ftate,  as  in 
fitting,  walking,  and  more  frequently  in  lying.  Many  of  the  cafes 
that  I  have  known,  have  occurred  during  fleep  in  the  middle  of  the 
night. 

from  thefe  faffs,  is  it  not  probable  that  the  common  fait,  by  add¬ 
ing  primarily,  and  with  great  force  upon  the  throat,  extends  its  ftim-* 
ulus  to  the  bleeding  velfel,  and  by  giving  it  a  tone,  checks  the  fur¬ 
ther  effuhon  of  blood  ? 

1  shall  only  add  to  this  conjedfure  the  following  obferva- 

tions  : 


l.  \  HAVE 
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j.  I  HAVE  never  known  the  common  fait  perform  a  cure,  where 
the  haemorrhage  from  the  lungs  has  been  a  fymptom  of  a  confump- 
tion.  But  even  in  this  cafe  it  gives  a  certain  temporary  relief. 

2.  the  exhibition  of  common  fait  in  the  haemoptyfis,  fhould  by 
no  means  fupercede  the  ufe  of  occafional  bleeding  when  indicated  by 
plethora,  nor  of  that  diet  which  the  date  of  the  pulfe  or  of  the  (iora- 
ach,  may  require. 

3.  1  have  given  the  common  fait  in  one  cafe  with  fuccefs,  in  an 
haemorrhage  from  the  ftomach,  accompanied  by  a  vomiting  ;  and 
have  heard  of  feveral  cafes  in  which  it  has  been  fuppofed  to  have 
checked  a  difcharge  of  blood  from  the  nofe  and  uterus,  but  I  can 
fay  nothing  further  in  its  favor  in  thefe  lad  haemorrhages,  from  my 
C>wn  experience. 

A  Cafe  of  Haemoptysis,  related  in  a  Letter  from 
Mr.  WILLIAM  JONES,  Surgeon  at  Bir¬ 
mingham,  G.  B.  to  Dr.  Duncan  at  Edinburgh , 
dated  Septembery  17 86.* 

•“M 

AVARS.  S.  of  this  town,  had  had  a  violent  cough,  dur¬ 
ing  the  greated  part  of  lalt  winter,  attended,  when  I  fird  faw  her, 
with  an  alarming  degree  of  h#moptyfis>  plethora,  the  ufual  fymptoms 
of  fever,  and  frequent  profufe  cold  fweats.  She  was  thus  circum- 
danced  on  the  evening  of  May  26,  1786,  when  I  took  away  fome 
blood  ;  and  as  fhe  was  codive,  prefcribed  an  opening  mixture  to  be 
taken  at  dated  intervals,  until  her  bowels  were  opened.  The  next 
day,  I  diredted  a  grain  of  tjie  fox  glove  (digitalis  purpurea.  Linncei) 
in  pills,  to  be  taken  every  morning  and  night.  Four  dofes  were  fuf- 
ficient  to  remove  the  hcemoptyjis.  And  die  recovered  in  a  few  days, 
to  the  degree  of  health  fhe  had  before  its  appearance.  Other  indan- 
ces  of  fimilar  fuccefs,  have  occurred,  both  to  my  friend  Mr.  Mynors, 
and  myfelf,  and  that  without  the  ufe  of  venaefedtion,  in  certain  re-* 
dqced,  fcrophulous,  and  leucophlegmatic  habits.  • 

*  Vide  Duncan’s  Medical  Commentaries.  Decad.  I}.  Vol?  I, — Jldinb. 
gnd  Lond.  1787, 
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in  the  attendant  fymptoms  of  haeinoptyfis,  fuch  as  quick  circula¬ 
tion  and  fever,  vensefection  being  premifed  in  plethoric  cafes,  the  fox 
glove  occafionaily  adminiftered,  may  be  readily  managed,  fo  as  foon 
to  bring  down  the  mod  rapid  pulfe  to  its  natural  ftandard,  without 
occafioning  any  violent  fymptom  whatever.  In  confequence  of  thefe 
properties,  it  will  be  found  capable  of  preventing  the  neceflity  for 
repetitions  of  bleeding,  which  has  frequently  occurred  in  this  com¬ 
plaint  when  urgent/' 


Incontinence  of  Urine.* 

J^LSTRINGENT  and  corroborating  medicines  wrere  form¬ 
erly  the  remedies  generally  preferibed  in  this  difeafe  ;  but  the  meth¬ 
od  of  cure  has  within  thefe  few  years  been  improved  by  Dr.  Dick- 
fon,  phyfician  to  the  London  hofpital.  Having  obferved  in  a  variety 
of  cafes,  that  blifters  covering  the  vertebra  of  the  neck,  and  going 
obliquely  to  the  fhouider,  were  remarkably  more  ufeful  in  palhes  of 
the  upper  extremities,  than  when  applied  to  thefe  parts,  he  formed 
the  refolution  to  try  the  effects  of  them  in  palfies  of  the  lower  ex¬ 
tremities,  by  laying  them  upon  the  region  of  the  os  facrum .  This  ex¬ 
periment  he  repeated  feveral  times,  with  as  much  fuccefs  as  convinc¬ 
ed  him  that  veficatories  proved  infinitely  more  advantageous  thus 
ufed,  than  w'hen  applied  either  to  the  thighs  or  legs. 

from  the  obfervations  which  Dr.  Dickfon  had  already  made,  he 
was  induced  to  try  the  effedts  of  a  blifler  laid  on  the  region  of  the 
vs  facrum  in  an  incontinence  of  urine  ;  knowing  that  moft  of  the 
nerves,  which  go  to  the  bladder,  pafs  through  the  foramina  of  that 
bone.  The  firft  perfon  on  whom  he  made  the  trial,  was  a  girl  about 
thirteen  years  of  age,  who  had  labored  under  an  incontinence  of 
urine  during  four  years.  She  had  taken  bark  and  elixir  of  vitriol  in 
no  fmall  quantities,  and  afterwards  valerian,  with  the  volatile  julep, 
for  a  confiderable  time.  A  large  blifter  being  applied  to  the  os  fa- 
crum ,  the  incontinence  of  urine  was  totally  removed  withia  twenty 
four  hours. 

THE 

*  Vide  Modern  Improvements  in  the  Practice  of  Phyfic,  by  Henry 
ning,  M.  D,— • Loud,  17S0. 


APPENDIX.  3*s 

YHE  next  cafe  of  an  incontinence  of  urine,  in  which  he  tried  this 
remedy,  was  accompanied  with  a  palfy  of  the  lower  extremities,  and 
its  good  effects  were  remarkable  in  refpe<5t  of  both  thefe  difeafes. 
The  patient,  who  was  thirty  two  years  of  age,  had  been  feized  with 
the  palfy  about  a  year  before  his  admillion  into  the  London  hofpital ; 
and  at  this  time  he  was  attacked  with  a  fuppreffion  of  urine,  which 
notwithftanding  the  ufe  of  various  medicines,  Lifted  four  days,  at¬ 
tended  witlvgreat  diftention  of  the  belly,  and  exceflive  pain.  Kis  urine 
then  came  awray  involuntarily,  and  he  had  fo  obftinale  a  coftivenefs, 
that  he  never  went  to  ftool  without  taking  feme  purging  medicine. 

at  firft*  the  patient  was  ordered  two  ounces  of  tmclura  facra  to  be 
taken  immediately,  and  a  fpoonful  every  night  and  morning,  or  oc- 
cafionally,  to  keep  his  belly  open  ;  betides  half  a  drachm  of  bark, 
with  the  fame  quantity  of  valerian,  to  be  taken  three  times  a  day. 
Four  days  afterwards  a  large  blifter  was  applied  to  the  region  of  the 
os  facrum  ;  the  effe£t  of  which  was  fo  great,  that  in  iefs  than  twenty 
four  hours  he  could  retain  his  water  above  an  hour  at  a  time,  and  in 
a  week  for  two  hours  ;  the  incontinence  of  urine  gradually  diminifh- 
ing,  until  the  difeafe  entirely  difappeared. 

the  efficacy  of  blifters  thus  applied  in  incontinence  of  urine,  Dr. 
Dickfon  has  repeatedly  afeertained  in  feveral  cafes  ;  and  the  fa£t  de¬ 
rives  additional  confirmation  from  other  experiments  communicated 
by  Dr.  Fothergill,  of  Northampton. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Dr,  ROBERT  HAMIL¬ 
TON,  Phyfician  at  Lynn  Regis ,  to  Dr.  Duncan, 
giving  an  Account  of  a  fuccefsful  Method  of  treat - 
Inflammatory  Diseases,  Mercury 
and  Opium.* 

I  HAVE  taken  the  liberty  to  fend  you  the  following  fum- 
mary  account  of  a  fuccefsful  method  of  treating  inflammatory  difeafes 
with  mercury  and  opium,  which  has  been  practifed  here  almoft 

eighteen 

*  Vide  Medical  Commentaries,  by  Andrew  Duncan,  M.  D.  F.R.S.  &c. 
VoU  I X.—Lond.  1785. 
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eighteen  years,  and  I  believe  is  fcarcely  known  any  where  elfe  in  the 
kingdom  ;  and  therefore,  I  Ratter  myfelf  you  will  think,  may,  with 
propriety,  be  inferted  in  your  valuable  Commentaries,  that  it  may 
be  communicated  to  the  world. 

the  following  circumftance  firfl  led  me  to  this  method  of  treating 
inflammatory  diftempers. 

at  the  dole  of  the  year  1764,  the  fleet  which  returned  from  the 
Eaft  Indies,  brought  a  worthy  furgeon  of  the  navy  to  England,  w'ho 
had  ferved  in  that  country  eight  years.  By  this  gentleman  I  was  in¬ 
formed,  that  the  eftablifhed  method  of  curing  the  hepatitis,  or  en- 
demial  inflammation  of  the  livCr,  incident  more  particularly  to  Eu¬ 
ropeans  than  the  natives  in  that  country,  was  by  mercury  :  That 
mercury  was,  in  general,  efteemed  a  fpecific  in  that  difeafe  :  That 
the  method  was,  after  the  patient  had  loft  fome  blood,  and  taken 
fome  gentle  purgative,  to  have  a  ftrong  mercurial  ointment  rubbed 
in  on  the  region  of  the  liver,  and  to  give  either  calomel,  mercurius 
alkalifatus,  or  the  mercurial  pill,  until  the  falivary  glands  w'ere  af¬ 
fected  by  the  mercury,  or  the  inflammation  removed  :  That  the 
fooner  a  gentle  fpitting  was  raifed  by  thefe  means,  the  fooner  the  pa¬ 
tient  got  well  :  That  this  method  of  cure  was  generally  fuccefsful, 
if  employed  early  in  the  diftemper  ;  but  if  it  was  negleCted,  the  liv¬ 
er,  which  was  commonly  fo  turgid  as  to  be  perceived  externally  to 
be  enlarged,  foon  fuppurated  :  That  he  had  had  a  number  of  patients 
with  fuppurations  in  the  liver,  from  this  difeafe,  under  his  care,  and 
had  opened  many  of  thofe  abfceffes.  Some  of  his  patients  thus 
treated  had  recovered,  but  more  became  tabid,  and  funk  under  the 
profufe  difcharge. 

our  difeafes  are  nearly  the  fame  with  thofe  of  fimilar  fituations 
in  India  ;  particularly  the  bilious  autumnal  remittent  and  intermit¬ 
tent  fevers,  an  allowance  being  made  for  their  difference  in  violence 
and  malignity,  from  the  greater  exaltation  of  the  fubtle  poifonous 
miafmata,  by  the  intenfe  heat  of  the  climate  in  India.  We  have 
fometimes  a  moft  dangerous  hepatitis.  Some  patients  in  that  difor- 
der  falling  under  my  care,  foon  after  my  friend’s  arrival  from  India, 
I  gave  the  method  of  cure  with  mercury  a  trial,  and  found  it  fuccefs- 
ful.  I  ufed  the  ointment  in  very  few  inftances,  and  gave  no  prepa¬ 
ration  internally  but  calomel  ;  to  which  I  foon,  however,  found  it 
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neceffary  to  add  opium,  in  order  to  relieve  that  diftreffing  concomi¬ 
tant  of  inflammation,  the  pain,  which  happily  anfwered  that  purpofc 
moft  effectually. 

I  considered,  that  the  general  caufe  (be  what  it  may)  of  an  in¬ 
flammatory  diathefis,  muft  be  the  fame,  whether  the  inflammation  is 
feated  in  the  meninges,  pleura,  lungs,  liver,  diaphragm,  or  any  other 
internal  membranous  part ;  and  therefore,  the  circumftance  of  local¬ 
ity  could  make  little  or  no  alteration  in  the  general  intention  of  cure. 
Fr<7m  thefe  premifes,  the  following  deduction  naturally  arofe. 

as  mercury  had  proved  fo  fuccefsful  an  agent  in  removing  in¬ 
flammation  in  the  feveral  inflances  above  mentioned,  it  was  reafona- 
ble,  from  analogy,  to  conclude,  that  it  would  prove  equally  fo  in  ev¬ 
ery  kind  of  inflammatory  difeafe.  Wherefore  I  was  determined  to 
give  it  a  fair  trial  in  every  one,  as  opportunities  offered  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  and  flattered  myfelf,  from  the  data  before  me,  that  my  experi¬ 
ments  would  be  attended  with  fuccefs. 

the  peripneumony  was  the  firft  difeafe  that  fell  under  my  care, 
after  this  refolution  was  taken.  The  fuccefs  attending  the  adminif- 
tration  of  calomel  and  opium  here,  filled  me  with  aftonifhment.  I 
was  fuccefsful  in  a  great  number  of  cafes,  and  under  a  variety  of 
circumftances.  I  have  had  the  fatisfaffion  to  fee  women  far  ad¬ 
vanced  in  pregnancy,  in  a  manner  refcued  from  death,  in  the  laft 
ftage  of  the  peripneumony,  by  calomel  and  opium,  after  every  other 
means,  which  had  been  tried,  had  failed  in  relieving  the  patients.  I 
had  the  pleafure  afterwards  of  feeing  them  go  their  full  time,  be  fafe- 
ly  delivered  of  living  children,  and  enjoy  the  happinefs  of  bearing 
feveral  others  fince  that  period.  I  have  known  many  a  life  faved  in 
the  fymptomatic,  variolous  and  morbillous  peripneumony,  by  thefe 
medicines  ;  and  I  never  faw  any  remedies  afford  fo  certain  and  fpee- 
dy  relief  in  obftinate  dry  catarrhous  coughs,  as  thofe,  particularly 
when  continued  until  the  mouth  became  affeCled  by  the  mercury. 
The  fame  means  have  proved  equally  efficacious  in  pleurifies.  But 
the  moft  extraordinary  and  early  relief  I  ever  faw  calomel  and  opi¬ 
um  give,  was  in  the  phrenitis  and  paraphrenitis,  which  has  been  re¬ 
peatedly  experienced  in  a  great  number  of  cafes.  Inflammations  of 
the  inteftines,  and  other  parts  within  the  abdomen,  have  moft  readily 
yielded  to  this  treatment.  I  have,  in  the  66th  volume  of  the  Philo- 

fopoliical 
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fophical  Tranfactions,  in  the  account  of  a  pundhire  made  into  thd 
bladder  through  the  anus,  for  the  cure  of  a  fuppreflion  of  urines 
mentioned  the  ufe  of  calomel  and  opium  in  that  diforder.  I  have 
known  the  greated  benefit  arife  from  thofe  medicines,  in  child  bed 
fevers,  with  highly  inflammatory  fymptoms.  In  the  inflammatory 
angina,  calomel  mixed  with  thebaic  tin&ure  and  honey,  laid  upon 
the  root  of  the  tongue,  and  fwallowed  gradually,  has  frequently  giv¬ 
en  great  relief. 

having  fucceededin  the  mod  unequivocal  manner,  in  curing  local 
inflammatory  difeafes  by  this  practice,  my  experiments  were  next 
directed  to  that  formidable  malady  of  general  inflammation,  the  acute 
rheumatifm  ;  and  I  had  the  fatisfadlion  to  fee  this  alfo  give  way  moft 
readily  to  it. 

our  mode  of  practice,  in  this  town,  in  all  inflammatory  difeafes* 
arifing  either  from  an  internal  or  external  caufe,  is  as  follows  : 

blood  is  to  be  taken  away  in  the  beginning  of  the  difeafe,  ac* 
cording  to  the  violence  of  the  fymptoms,  and  the  age  and  conditu- 
tion  of  the  patient.  The  bowels  are  then  to  be  opened,  either  by 
glyder  or  an  eccoprotic  purgative.  After  w'hich  a  bolus  is  adminif* 
tered  every  fix,  eight,  or  twelve  hours,  as  the  degree  of  inflammation 
requires  gconfifting  of  from  5  to  one  gr.  of  calomel,  and  from  1  to  | 
gr.  of  opium,  with  any  conferve  Plentiful  dilution  is  dridtly  en¬ 
joined.  The  didemper  commonly  gives  way  in  forty  eight  hours* 
and  foon  terminates. 

if  the  fever  is  violent,  accompanied  with  a  dry  contrafled  arid 
fkin  ;  emetic  tartar,  and  fometimes  camphor,  are  added.  And  I 
beg  leave  here  to  obferve,  that  I  never  found  any  medicine,  either 
in  a  Ample  or  aggregate  date,  produce  fo  certainly  a  relaxation  of* 
the  fkin,  and  a  plentiful  difcharge  from  its  pores,  as  a  compofltion  of 
calomel,  opium,  emetic  tartar,  and  camphor,  which  has  alfo  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  increafing  the  evacuations  by  ftool  and  urine  :  From 
which  it  would  appear,  that  the  glandular  fecretions,  in  general,  are 
mod  effentially  promoted  by  this  compofltion. 


